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'Jam U fumit nox. HOR ATi 

I Am {ittirig down to begiii the tafk of adding 
a new volume to thefe eflays, when the laft 
day of th^ year 1789 Is within a few hdUrs of 
fts concluiion^ and I (hall bid farewell to this 
dventfiAl period with a gratfcful mind for its 
having palTed lightly oveif liiy head without 
any extraordinary perturbation or misfortune on 
my part fuffcrcd, gently leading me to'tvards 
that deftined and hot hi diftant holir, when I, 
like it, fliall be no more^ 

I have accompanied it through all thofe 

changes and fucceflions of feafons, which in our 

Voi. V* B <flimat^ 
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climate^ are fo flrongljr discriminated j have 
Ihared in the pleafures and produ£lions of each, 
and if any little idle jars or bickerings may occa- 
fionally have ftarted tfp betwixt us, as W^iH fome- 
times happert to the beft of friends, I willingly 
confign them to oblivion, and keep in mind c^ly 
thofe kind and good offices, which will pleaffe 
on refleftion, and ferve to endear the memory 
of the deceafcd. 

All days in twelve months will not be days 
of funfhihc 5 but I will fay this for my friend in 
his lajl moments^ that 1 cannot put my finger 
upon one in the fame century, that hath given 
birth to mt)re intercftihg events, been a warmer 
advocate for the liberties and rights of mankind 
ia general, or a kirider patron to this country 
Si particular: I could name a day (if there wa^ 
$ny need to point put what is fo firongly im-^ 
prefTed on our hearts) a day of gratujation and 
thankfgiving, which will ever ftand forth amongft 
Ae whiteft in our calendar^ 

Wic dies *vere mihifejius atras 
Eximet curas i e^o nee tumultumy 
Nee moriper vim metuam, tenenti 

C^efare terras. Ho rat'. 

. H This 
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«« This is indeed afeftal day,. 

** A day that heals my cares and pains, 

'< Drives death and danger far aWay, 

•^ Aftd tells rtfe^Caefar lives sirid reigns/' ' 

Tbougb my friend m .hU Iq^ moments hath in 
this and. other inftances been fo cpnfiderate of 
oar happinds, I am afraid he is not likely to 
les^ve ouj: morals . much better than he found 
them: I cannot fay that in the courfe of mj 
duty as an Oifferuer any very ftriking inft^uxce 
of amendment hath come under my notice ; and 
though I ^ave all the difpofltion in life to fpeak 
ds favourably in my friend's behalf as truth vnl) 
let meyr I am bound to confefs he was not apt to 
think fo' ferioufly of his latter end as I cQuld 
have wiibed : there was a levity in his condu<9| 
which ^e took no pains to conceal ; he did not 
feem to refle£|b upon the. lapfe of time, how 
fpeedily.hisy^nw^, fummery and autumn would 
pafs ,away a^d the winter- of his days come upon 
him ; like Wolfey he ^ya^ not aware how foontfae 
frofty the killing froji would nip his roQt : he was 
however a gay convivial fellow, loved his bottle 
and his friend, pafTed his time peaceably amongft 
us> and certainly merits the good word of every 
loyal. fubje£t in this kingdom. 
- As. for his proceedings in other countries, it 

\ : B 2 is 
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is not here the reader muft Ib6k for an ac-^ 
tount of them ; politics have no plate in thefd 
volumes ; but it cannot be denied that he has 
made many widows and orphans in Europe, been 
an adive agent for the coiirt of death, and dipped 
his hands dedp in Chriftian aiid Mahometan 
Uood, By the ffidnds of f^ddom he will he 
celebrated to the lateft time. He has begun a 
bufmefs, which, if followed iip by his fucceflbr 
with equal zeal, lefs ferdcity and fhofe difcre« 
tion, may lead to w6nderfUl revolutions : there 
are indeed fdthe inftaidtes 6f truelty, which beaf* 
hard upon his charslSer ; if feparatdy viewed^ 
they admit of no palliation ; in a general-light^ 
allovirarices may be made for that phfcftfy, which 
feizes the mind, When impfelled to great and 
arduous Undertakings ; when the wound is gan- 
grened the incifion miift be deep, and if that is 
to be done by coarfe inftrtimfcnts and lirtfldlful 
hands, who tan Wonder if the ga(h more refem- 
bles the ftab of aii aflaffin than the operation of 
a furgeoh ? An sera is now opened, awful, in- 
terefting and fo involved in myftery, that the 
acuteft fpeculation cannot penetrate (o the idud 
of it : In fliort, my friend in his laft moments hath 
put a vaft machine in motion^ and left a tafk to 
futurity, that will demand the ftrongeft h^tnds 

and 
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and ablefl: heads to compleat : in the mean time 
I ihall hope that my countrjrmen, who have all 
thofe bleffings by inheritance, which lefs-fii- 
voured nadons are now ftruggling to obtain by 
force, will fo ufe their liberty, that die reft of the 
^ world, who are not fo happy, may think it an 
oh\tSt worth contending for, and quote our 
peace and our profperity as the beft proofs exift- 
ing of its real value. 

Whilft my thoughts haye been thus employed 
in FefleSing upon the laft day of an ever-n^emo- 
rable year, I have compoled a few elegiac lines 
to be thrown into the grave, which time is now 
opening to receive his reliques, 

« The year's gay verdure, all its charms are gone, 
<* And now comes old December chill and dreary 
** Dragging a darkling length of evening pn^ 
f < Whilft all things droopi as Nature^ deatl> ^(re near, 

'< Time ilies amain with broad-expanded wings, 
*« Whence never yet a fingle feather fell, 
<' But holds his fpeed, and through the welkin riivg«/ 
. <* Of all that breatl^e^the Inexorable l^nell, 

f < Oh I for a moment ftop— ?a moment^s (pact 
♦* For recolle£lipn mercy might concede, 
** A little paufe for man*s unthinking race 
M To ponder on that world, to which they (peed^ 

? 3 But 
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*^i But<*tis in Tain i did Time difdams to reft^ 
«< And niQ9iei\t aftc^ moment flits along, 
*^ Each; with a (Ung. to pierce the idler's breaft, 
*• And vindicate its predcccflbr's wrong, 

<f Thongh the newrdawning year in ila ad;tfa&ce 
** With hppe^s gay promife may entrap themindy 
*^ Let memory give one retrofpe£live glance 
«« Through the bright period, which it leaves behind. 

•* ^ra of mercies I my wrapt bofom fprings 
« To meet the tranfport r^coUc^Uon gives 5 
*f Heaven^ angel comes with healing on his wings j 
<* He ihakes his plunies,my country's father lives.. 

** 'the joyful tidings oV the diftant round 
** Of Britain's epipire .the four winds. pjcoclaim^ 
** Her fun -burnt iflands fwell th' exulting found, 
<f And fartheft Ganges echoes George's name. 

** Period of bllfs! can anyBritiih mufe 
<< Bid thee farewell without a parting tear? 
** Shall the hiftorian*s gratitude refufe 
** His brighteft page to this recorded year? 

*« Thou Freedom's nurfing mother Ihalt be ftiiM^ 
. «* The glories of its birth are all thine own, 
** Upon thy breafts hung th'. Herculean child, 
** And <(yi:ants trembled at its baby frown. 

** A fanguine niantle the dread infant wore, 

** Before itroll'd a ilream of human blood } 

** Smiling it ftood, and, pointing to the ihore, 

: «• BecJconM the natioi^s from acrofs the flood, 

« Thea 
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«« Xhen at that awful fight, as with a (pell, 
«< The evea-lafting tJo^rs pf dcailjt gave way, 
" Prone to the dull Oppreflion's fortrefs fell, 
•* And refcuM captives hail'd the light of dJ^^. 

«' Meanwhile iVn^^itlon chac'd its fairy prize 

** VJ^thmoonftruckmadnefs down the Danube^sftf^eam, 

*^ The Turkifli ci-efcent glitteriag In its eye^^ 

" And loft an empire ixxpurfue a dream, 

^' The trampled ferpent (Stiperilition) wreath'd 
*' Her feftVing fcales with anguiih to and fro, 
** Torpid (he lay, then darting fcHTn^ard flieath'd 
*^ Her deadly fangs in the unguankd foe. 

f ' Oh Anftria \ why fo prompt to venture forth, 
** When fate now hurries theeto life's laft goal ? 
^« Thee too, thou crowned ea^le of the north, 
^< Death's dart arrelb, though tow'ring to the pole. 

** Down then. Ambition; drop into the gravel 
^« And by thy follies be this maxim ihewn— 
*« 'Tis not die monarch's glory to enflave 
** His neighbour's empire, but to blefs his own. 

** Come then, fweet Peace ! in Britain fix thy reign, 
^< Bid Plenty fmile, and Commerce croud her coaft| 
f < And may this ever-bleffed year remain 
« Jler king's^ her people's and her mufc's bpaft/' 
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N'CXXVIL 

I Am under promife to rcfume the hiftorjr of 
my friend Ned Drpwfy, from which I was 
obliged to break off in my laft volume, N^ X22. 
The events, which have fuice occurred,'{halI now 
be related. 

The reader will perhaps recollect that the 
worthy Hebrew^ who afiumes the name of 
Abrahams, had juft concluded the narrative of 
his adventures, and that the next morning was 
appoipted for a conciliatory interview between 
Mrs. Goodifon'and her father. Ned, wfaofe 
natural indolence had now began to give place to 
the moft a£tive of all paffions, had been fo much 
agitated by ^p events of th(3 day, that we had 
no fooner parted from honeft Ahra^iams, than 
}ie began to comment upon the lucky incident 
of our rencontre with the old gentleman at the 
cotnedy, he feemed ftfongly inclined to deal 
with deftiny for fome certain impulfes, which he 
remembered to have felt, when he was fo earneil: 
to go to th^ pby > and declared with much gra* 
vity, that he went (thither fqlly prepoffeffed 
fome good fortune would turn up : *' Well, tp 
f' be fure," faid he, ** I ought to rejoice in the 

•* happy 
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f^ happy turn af&ifs bave now ts^ken, and I do 
f^ rejoice ; but it would h4ve given me infinity 
^< deligbt to bave fulfilled the plap I had in de-* 
^^ fign for Mrs. Gopdifon's accommodation ; 
^' (be will now want no affiftance from me 1 my 
^^ little cottage will never have the honour of re-- 
<^ ceiving her; all thofe fchemes are ^t an end; 
f^ Conftantia too^will be a great fortune, (he 
<* will have hjgher views in life, and think no 
^^ more of n^e i or, if fiie did, it is not to be 
^ fuppofed her grandfather, whp fp bitterly re- 
^* fcnted his daughter's match, will fufFer her to 
^^ fall into th^ fame offence/' I muft conf^fs I 
thQugbt fo entirely with my friend Ned in th^ 
f:oncluding part of t^efe remarks, that I cpuld 
6nly advife him to wait the event of time, and 
recommend bimfelf in the mean while as well 
as be cpuld to Mr. Somerville, thp gran^fatber 
(tf Conftantia. Art and education, it is true, had 
not contributed much to Ned's accomplifhments, 
but nature, had done great things in his favours 
to a perfon admirably, though not iinically, 
forfned, (he had given a moft interefting fet of 
features, with fuch a ftriking charader of bene- 
volence and open honefty, that he might be faid 
1^0 carry his heart in his countenance : though 
there was a kind of laffi^ud^ in his deportment, 

the 
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the eSe£l of habits long indulged, yet bis fenfibfi 
bility was ever ready to ftart forth upon the firft 
call, arid oh thofe occafion^ no 6fie would baV^ 
regretted that he had not been trained in the 
fchobl of the graces ; there was fometbing theA 
tffplayed, which they cannot teach, and only na- 
ture in her happleft moments can beftow. 

Thfe next moi'ning prodrfed a letter frorti 
honeft Abrahams, full of joy for the happy re^ 
conciliation now eftablifhed, and inviting us to 
celebrate the day with Mrs, Somerville and the 
ladies at his houfe. This was an anxious crifig 
for my friend Ned j and I perceived his mind iii 
fuch a ftate of agitation, that I thought fit to ftay 
with him for the reft of the forenoon : he began 
to form a variety of conjeflures as to the receptioil 
he was likely to meet from the old gentleman, 
with no lefs a variety of plans for his Own 
behaviour, and even of fpeechcs with which he 
was to uflier in his firft addreffcs ; fometimcs he 
funk into melancholy and defpair, at other times 
he would fnatch a gleam of hope, and talk him- 
fclf into tranfports; he was nbw, for the firft 
time in his life, ftudioufly contriving how to fct 
oflThis pcrfon to the beft advantage ; his hair was 
fiifhionably dreft, and a haiidfome new fuit was 
cried on, during which he furveyed'himfelf in the 

glaf^ 
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gfafe with loriie attention^ and, as I thought, not 
entirely withou^ a fecret fatisfeftion, which, in- 
'dfeed, Ihave'feen other g^demen bcftow upon 
their perfons In a much greater degree, with 
much lefs reafon lor their exdufe. 

When* he was compteatty equipt, and die 
time approached ^r our going, "Alas!" he 
cried,. *• what does all this fignify? I am but st 
*' down in better clothes. Why was my fit- 
** ther fo neglh9ful of my education, or rather 
"' why was I fo negligent to avail myfeJf of the 
^ little he allowed me? What would I not give 
** ta redeem the time T have thrown away! But 
^ 'tis- in vain : I have neither wit to recommend 
" mj^clf, nor addreft to difguife my want of it ; 
" I hare nothing to plead in my favour, but 
" cdmmbn'honourand honefty; and what cares 
*^ that old hard-hearted fellow for qualities, 
** which could not reconcile him to his own 
** foft-iti-liW ? he will certainly look upon me 
** with contempt; As for Conftantia, gratitude, 
•* perhaps, might in time have difpofed her 
"•* heart towards me, and my zealous fervices 
^*' might have induced her mother to overlook 
** my deficiencies, but there is an end of that 
"'only chance I had for happinefs, and I am a 
** 'fool to thruft' myfelf into- a focicty, where I 

« am 
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^ am fufe to heap frefh fuel on my paf&on, an4 
f*'frefh misfortunes on my head,** 

With thefe impreffions, which I couW only 
fpoth but not difpel, Ned procee4ed to the place 
of meeting with an aching heart and dejeded 
countenance. We found the whole party af- 
femUed to receive us, and though my friend'$ 
^mbarraflpfient difabled him from uttering any 
one of the ready-made fpeeches he had digefted 
for the purpofe, yet I faw nothing in Mr. So* 
merville's countenance or addrefs, that could 
augur otherwife than well for honeft Ned ^ Mi^* 
Goodifon was as gracious a$ poffible, and Con«f 
ftantia's fmlle w;is benignity itfelf, Honei^ 
Abrahams, whq has ^1 the hofpitallty, as well 
:^s virtues of his fore&thers the patriarchs, re* 
ceived us with open arms, and a face in which- 
wide-mouthed joy grinned moft delefbbly. It 
was with pleafure I obferved Mr, Son^erville's 
grateful attentions towards h;m a^d his gpod 
dame y they h^d nothing of oftentation or arti-i 
£ce in them, but feemcd the genuine eflFufions of 
hi$ heart \ they convinced me he w^ not a man 
i;mately morofe^ and tjiat the refentment, fo long 
foftered in his bofom, was effectually extirpated* 
^rs. Abrahams, in her province, had exerted 
l^erfelfto very g^d purpofe, and fpread her bpardt 

if 
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if not elegantly, yet abundantly: AbrahimSj oA 
his p^rt^ kept his Wine and bis tongue going 
with inceflan^ gaiety and good-humour, and 
Whilft he took tvcry .ofiportunity of drawing 
forth Ned's honeft hdart and natural manners t6 
the beft advantage, I was happy in difcoveHng 
that they did not efcape the frituitlon of Somcr*. 
Ville, and that he made iaft^r progrefs towards his 
good opinion, than if he had exhibited better 
breeding and lefs (incerfty of charader. 

Ih the courfe of the evening the old gentle- 
maii told Us he had determined upon taking hii 
daughter and Conftantia ittto the country with 
him, whete he flattered himfelf Mfs. Ooodifoit 
Would t^Qdvcf her heiilth and fpitits (boner thart 
in town^ and at the fame time gave us all iii 
turn a preffing invitation to his houfe« Abrahams 
iind his wife excufed themfelyes on the fcore of 
bufinefs ', but Ned, who had no fuch plea t6 
make, nor any difpofition to invent one, thank-^ 
fully accepted the propofal. 

The day fucceeding, and fome few othcrsj 
Were pafled by Mrs. Goodifon and Conftantia 
at Mr, Somerville's^ in the neceflary preparations 
and arrangements previous to their leaving Lon- 
don j during this time Ned*s^ diffidence and their 
occupations did not'^admit of any iiifeerview^ and 
8 their 
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their departure was only announced to him by a 
.|K>te from the old gentlemanv reminding him of 
his engagement: his fpirits were by this time lb 
mach lowered from their late elevation, that he 
.even doubted if he fhould accept the invitation : 
love however took care to fettles this point in 
Jbis own favour) ai^d Ned arrived at the place of 
his deftination rathsr »^ a vif^im under the power 
of a hopdefs paffipn, than as a nsodeirn fmc 
gentleman with th^ atTuming airs cxf a conqueror. 
The charms of the; beautiful Conftantia^ vy^hich ^ 
had drawn her indolent admirer fo much out of 
|iis character and fo far from bis home, now 
Jieigbtened by the happy reverfe of her fituation^ 
gnd fet off with all the aids of drefs^ d^zled him 
with their luftre; and though her cfeange of for* 
tune and appearance was not calculated to dimi* 
nifh his paffion, it feemed to forbid his hopes : 
in forrow, poverty and depehdance fhe had in* 
fpired him with the generous ambition of rrf- 
cuing her from a fituation fo ill proportioned 
to her merits, and, though he had not aftliilly 
made, he had very ferioufly meditated a propofal 
of marriage : He faw her now in a far difFerent 
point of view, and comparing her with himfelf^ 
ber beauty, fortune and accompliflimcnts With his 
Own confciqiis deficiencies^Ai funk into defpair# 
§ . This 
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This was not unobfcrved by Conftantia, nQitho^ 
did {he want the penetration to difc^rn the caufc 
of it, \yhcn h€ had dragged on this wretched 
^xiftcncc for fomediays, he found the pain of Kt 
nQ^isijnger UipporUhlcy and, alharned of wearing 
a face of woe in the houfe of bappinefs, he toofc 
^e hatdy refolution of bidding farew^l to CQn-% 
ftantia, and his hopes for e\rer, 
., Whilft he wasr meditating upon this painfuJl 
fubjf 61 one evening during a folitary walk, hft 
was; £urprized to hear himfelf accofted by the; 
very perfon^ from whofe chains he had determine^ 
^. breajcloofe $ Conftantia was unattended, the 
place was retired, the hour was folemn and her, 
^ooks were foft and full of compaflion» What, 
cannot love effeS ? it infpired him with refolu-. 
fion to fpeak ; it did more, it fupplicd him with 
eloquence to exprefs his feelings. 

Conftantia in few words gave him to under- 
ftand that (he rightly guefTed the fituatipn of his 
i^nd ; this' at once drew from him a confeffion 
of hist love and his defpair- — of the former he 
4^ke little and with no difplayj, he neither 
fought to recommend his paflion, or excite her 
pity J of bis own defers he fppke more at large, 
a|id 4wek mvicb upon his want of education ; he 
^fiRCP?KhR4 Woifelf for the habitual^indolence of 
• ' ttis 
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hit di(t>or]tioii, and then, for die firtt time, raif* 
ing his ej^es from the grourid, he turned thein ori 
Conftantia, and after a paufe exclaimed, '* Thank 
•* Heaven I you are reftored to a condition^ 
^ which no longer fubjedb y6a to the poffible 
^ iacfifice I had once the audacity to hint at* 
^ Confcious as I am of my own unworthlnefs 
^ at all times to afpire to (iich a propofal, let m^ 
^ do myfelf the juflice to declahe that my heart 
^ was open to you in the pxirtA fchfe 5 that t6 
** have tendered an afylum to yoiir beloved mo- 
^ ther, without enfiiatirig youi* heart by the ob* 
** ligation, would ftlll haVe been die pride of my 
«* life, arid I as ttuly abhorred to exa£l, as yoU 
«* could difdaln to grant, ah intefeftcd fiirrenJer 
** of your hind : and now, lovely Conftantia^ 
<^ when I am about to leave you in the bofom of 
^ profpcrity, if I do not fcem to part from yoU 
** with all that unmixt felicity, which yoUr good 
^' fortune ought to infpire^ do not reproach mt 
** for my unhappy wcaknefs J but recollect for* 
•* once in your life, that yotir chafm^ are irr^fifti* 
« ble, and my foul only too fufceptible of their 
** power and too far plunged into defpair, tor 
^ admit of any happinefs hereafter.** 

At the cpnclufion of this fpeech Ned aigaih 
fixt his eyes on the groUftd ; after afhdrt fitehdeV 

**. I perceive,*' 
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** I perceive," replied Conftantia, ** that my 
** obfervations of late were' rightly formed, and 
** you .have been torturing your mind with re- 
** fle£Hons very flattering to me, but not very 
" juft towards yourfelf : believe me, Sir, your 
** opinion is as much too exalted in one cafe, as 
** it is too humble in the other. As for me, hav- 
** ing as yet feen little of the world but its mi- 
*^ feries, and being indebted to the benevolence 
** of human nature for fupporting me under 
^^ them, I fhall ever look to that principle as a 
^^ greater recommendation in Ae charafter of a 
*' companion for life, than the moft brilliant ta- 
" Icnts t)r moft elegant accomplifhments : in 
^ the quiet walks of life I {hall expedl to find 
"" my ei?yoyments." Here Ned ftarted from his 
reverie, a gleam of joy ruflaed upon his heart, 
by an involuntary motion he had grafped one of 
her hands j flie perceived the tumult her words 
had created, and extricating her hand from his— »• 
^ Permit me," faidihe, " to qualify my refpeft 
" for a benevolent difpofition fey remarking to 
*^ you, that without adtivity there tan be no vir-^ 
*' tuet I will explain tnyfelf more particularly s 
** I wll fpeak to you with the fiiicerity of a 
" friend-* You are bleft with cjtcellent natural 
** endowments^ a good heart and a good under-^ 
Vol. V. C « ftanditig { 



i 
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« ttanding; you have nothing to do feut to 
^ fiiake off an indolent habit, and, having youth 
^ at your command, to employ the one and cul- 
^ tivate the other : the means of doing this it 

■ *^ would be prefumptidn in me to prefcribc, but 
** as my grandfather is a man well acquainted 
" with the world and* fully qualified to give 
^ advice, I fhould earneftly recommend to you 
^ not to take a hafty departure before you have 
" confulted him, and I may venture to promife 

, " you will never repent of any confidence you 
** may repofe in his friendfhip and difcretion.*' 

Here Cohftantia put ^n end to the con- 
ference and turned towards the houfe; Ned 
ftood fixt in deep refIe<9:ion, his mind foitietimes 
brightening with hope, fometimes rdapfing inta 
de(i)air : his final determination, however, was 
tb obey Conftantia's advice and feek an inter- 
view with Mr. Somerville. 



'N°CXXVIII. 



THE next morning, as foon as Ned and Mr- 
Somerville met, the old gentleman took 
bim into his library, and when he was feat^i 



99 
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*' Sir^" faid he, " I Iball fave you fome embar-* 
*^ raffinent if I begin our conference by telling 
^< you that I am well apprifed of your fentimenta 
<^ towards my Conftantia ; I ihall make the fame 
*' hafte to put you out of fufpenfe by afluring 
*' you thait I am mot unfriendly to your wifhes/* 

This was an opening of fuch unexpe(^d joy 
to Ned, that his fpirits had nearly funk under the 
furprize j he ftared wildly without power of ut^ 
terancje, fcarce venturing to credit what he had 
heard ; the blood rufhed into his cheeks, and 
Somerville, feeing his diforder, proceeded: 
** When I have (aid this on my own part, un-* 
** derftand, young genUeman, that I only engage 
** not to obftrudl your fuccefs, I do not, nay £ 
** cannot, undertake to cnfure it : that muft de- 
^' pend upon Conftantia ; permit me to add, it 
" muft depend upon yourfelf.'* Here Ned, un- 
able to fapprefs his traniports, eagerly demanded 
what there could be in his power to do, that . 
might advance him in the good opinion and 
efteem of Conftantia 5 fuch was his gratitude to the 
old gentleman for his kindnefs, that he could 
fcarce refrain from throwing himfelf at his feet^ 
and he implored him inftantly to point out the 
happy means^ which he would implicitly embrace> 
were they every fo difficulty ever fo dangerous. 
C a « There 
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" There will be neither hardfhip nor hazard,*' 
re(>lied Mr. Somerville, ** in what I {hall advife. 
*^ Great things may be accomph'flied in a fhort 
** time, where the difpofition is good and the 
*^ underftanding apt: though your father neg- 
** k^ed your edilcation^ it is no reafon you ihould 
" negleiSlyourfelf 5 you muft (hdJce offyour indo- 
** lence ; and as the firft ftep neceflary towards 
*' your future comfort is tp put yourfelf at cafe 
^ in point of fortune, you muft make yourfelf 
« maftcr of your own eftate j that I fufpefl: can 
" only be done by extricating your affairs from 
" the hands they are in 5 but as this is a bufmef?, 
« that will require the affiftance of an honeft 
^ and able agent, I fliall recommend to you my 
** own lawyer, on whofe integrity you may fe- 
^ curely rely ; he will foon reduce your affairs 
" to fuch a fyftem of regularity, that you will 
** find it an eafy bufinefs, and when you difcovcr 
** how many fources of future happinefs it opens 
^^ to you, you will purfue it as an employment 
" of no lefs pleafure than advantage," 

To this good advice Ned promifed the fulleft 
and moft unreferved obedience s Mr. Somerville 
refumed his fubjeft and proceeded : ** When 
^^ you have thus laid the foundation in ceco- 
<^ nomy, what remains to be done will be a tafk 

"of 
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*' of pleafure: this will confift in furnifliing 
^* your mind and enlarging your experience, in 
" ihort, Sir, rubbing off the ruft of indolence 
^ and the prejudices of a narrow education : 
*' now for this important undertaking I have a 
" friend in my eye, whofe underftanding, teni- 
" per, morals and manners qualify him to ren- 
** der you moft effential fervices : with this ami- 
^ able and inftrudlive companion I fliould in 
** the firft place recommend you to take a 
" tour through the moft interefting parts of 
** your own country, and hereafter, as occadon 
/* fhall ferve, you may, or you may not, extend 
*^ your travels into other countries : this is the 
" beft^counfel I have to give you, and I tender 
*' it with all polTible good wifhss for your 
^' fuccefs,^' 

A plan, propofed with fo muchxorJIality and 
holding forth fuch a reward for the accompli fli- 
ment of its conditions, could not fail to be em- 
braced with ardour by the Jate dcfpairing Ipver 
of Conftantia. The worthy lawyer was pre- 
pared for the uudeT'taking, and Ned was all im^- 
patience to convince Mr. SomejvillQ, that in- 
dolence was no. longer his ruling defeiSl. He 
^ave inftant orders for his journey, and then 
fi£W to Conftantia, at whofe feet he pour©! 
C 3 forth 
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forth die humble, yet ardent, acknowledgments 
of a heart overflowing with gratitude and love : 
it feemed as if love's arrow, like ItburieFs fpear, 
pofTefled the magic powers of transformation with 
a touch : there was a fpirit in bis eyes, an energy 
in his motions, an ilhimination over his whole 
perfon, that gave his form and features a new caft : 
Conftantia faw the fudden transformation with 
furprize, and as it evinced the flexibility of his 
nature and the influence of her own charms, 0ie 
faw it alfo with delight: ** So foon !" was her only 
reply, when he announced his immediate depar- 
ture, but thofe words were uttered with fuch a ca- 
dence and accompanied by fuch a look, as to the 
eye and ear of love conveyed more meaning than 
volumes would contain, unaided by fuch expref- 
fion — ** Yes, adorable Conftantia," he exclaimed, 
** I am now fetting forth to give the carlieft 
^' proof in my power of a ready and alert obedi- 
♦' ence to the diftates of my beft advifer ; thefe 
<^ few moments, which your condefcenfion in- 
<* dulges me with, are the only moments I fliall 
*^ not rigidly devote to the immediate duties of 
** my tafk : infpircd with the hope of returning 
^ lefs unworthy of your attention, I chearfully 
** fubmit to banifli myfelf from your fight for a 
^^ time, content to cherifh in my heart the lovely 

** image 
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'** image there impreft, and flattering myfelf I 
** have the fandlionof your good wiOies for the 
** fuccefs of my undertaking,*' Conftantia af- 
fured him he had her good wifties for every hap- 
pinefs in hfe, and, then yielding her hand to him, 
he tenderly prefled it to his lips and departed. 

It would be an uninterefting detail to enu- 
tnerate the arrangements, which Ned by the in- 
ftruftions of his friendly and judicious agent 
adopted on his return to Poppy-hall. His affairs 
-had indeed been much negle£ted, but they were 
not cmbarraffed, fo that they were eafily put into 
fuch order and regulation, as gave him full 
Jeifure for purfuing other obje<Sls of a more ani- 
mating nature : with this view be returned to his 
friend Mr. Somerville, and was again Weft 
with the prefence of Conftantia, to whom every 
Jay feemed to add new graces: he was wel- 
comed by all parties in the moft affedionate man- 
ner; Mr. Somerville, upon converfing with his 
lawyer, received a very flattering report of Ned's 
- adlivity and attention, nor was he difpleafed to 
hear from the fame authority, that his eftate and 
property far- exceeded any amount, which the 
-unpretending owner himfelf had ever hinted at. 

It was now the latter end of April, and Ned 

had allowed himfelf only a few days to prepare for 

C 4 his 
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his tour, and to form an acquaintance with the 
amiable perfon, who at Mr. Somerville*s requeft 
bad engaged to accompany him ; their plan was 
to employ fix months in this excurfion through 
England and part of Scotland, during which they 
were to vifit the chief towns and principal ma- 
nufaftories, and Mr. Somerville had further con- 
trived to lay out their courfe, fo as to fall in with 
the houfes of fome of his friends by the way, 
where he had fccured them a welcome in fuch 
focicties, as promifcd no lefs profit than amufe- 
ment to a young perfon in the purfuit of experi- 
ence. Mcafures had been taken to provide equi- 
page, fervants and all things requifite for a tra- 
velling eftablifliment, amongft which a few well- 
fele£led books were not forgotten, and, thus at 
length equipt, Ned with his companion, on the 
firft morning of the month of May, having taken 
leave of Mr. Somerville and Mrs. Goodifon, and 
received a tender adieu from his beloved Conftan- 
tia, ftept relu£bntly into his chaifc, and left the 
fineft eyes in the creation to pay the tribute of a 
tear to the forrows of the fcenc. 

From this period I had heard nothing of his 
proceedings till a few days ago, when I was fa- 
voured by him with the following letter, dat^d 
from |he houfc of Mr, Somerville : 

^^ Deaj? 
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« Dear Sir, 
' ** I am juft returned from a fix months 
^ tour, in the courfc of which I have vifited 
«< a variety of places and perfons in company 
*' with a gentleman, from whofe pleafing fociety 
** I have reaped the higheft enjoyment, and, if I 
« do not deceive myfelf, no fmall degree of pro- 
^' fit and inftruftion. 

** Before I fate out upon this excurfion I had 
*< die fatisfiuaion of feeing my private affairs put 
** in fuch a train, and arranged upon fo clear a 
^ fyftem, that I find myfelf in pofleffion of a 
** fund of occupation for the reft of my days in 
** fuperintending the concerns of my eftate, and 
^ interefting myfelf in the welfare and profpe« 
" rity of every perfon, who depends upon me. 

** When I returned to this charming place, 
«* the reception T met with from Mr. Somerville 
** was as flattering as can be conceived; the 
** v/orthy mother of my beloved Conftantia was 
** no lefs kind to me; but in what words can I 
** attempt to cAvey to you the impreiSon I felt 
** on my heart, when I was welcomed with 
^* fmiles of approbation by the ever-adorable ob- 
" je£l of my affedlion ? What tranfport did it 
" give me,, when I found her anxious to enquire 
** injto every circumftance, that had occured in 
f^ the cojirfe of my travels ! none were too mi- 

" Wutc 
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-« nute for her notice; flie feemcd to take an 
•* intcrcft in every thing that had happened to 
** me, and our converfations were renewed time 
^ after time without wearinefs on her part, or 
*^ any pro^eft of exhaufting our fubjecS, 

"At this time I had no other expe£lation hut 
** of a fecond excurfion with the conductor of 
^ the firft, and as that gentleman was in fre- 
*^ quent conference with Mr. Somervillc, I took 
** for granted they were concerting the plan of 
** a. foreign tour; and though my heart was 
** every hour more and more fondly attached to 
" Confiantia, fo that a Jeparation from her was 
** painful to refleS on, yet } was refolved at all " 
*' events not to fwerve from my engagements 
** with her grandfather, and, therefore held my- 
^ felf in trembling expeftation of another fiim- 
** mons to go forth : delightfully as the hours 
** pafled away in her fociety, I dreaded left any 
** fymptoms of felf-indulgence fhould lower me 
** in her opinion, or create fufpicions in Mr. 
" Somerville and Mrs. Goodi£:>n that I was in 
" any danger of relapfmg intJmy former indo- 
•* lence : I therefore feized the firft opportunity 
" of explaining myfelf to thofe refpeftable 
** friends^ when Conftantia was not prefent, 
** and, addreffing myfelf to Mr. Somerville, af- 
" furcd him that I was not difpofed to forget 

*« any 
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•* any/part of his good advice, nor fo much mjr 
** own enemy as^to evade any one of thofe con* 
** ditions, to the performance; of which he had 
** annexed the hope of fo tranfcendant a reward : 
^^ confcious that he could impofe nothing upon 
^' me fo hard to do, or fo painful to fufFer, which 
" fuch a prize would not infinitely overbalance^ 
** I had no other backwardnefs or appreherifion 
^* as to his commands, but what fprung from the 
*' conviftion, that after all my eflForts I muft 
** ever remain unworthy of Conftantia. 

** I {hall never forget Mr. Someryille's reply, 
** nor the aSion whicfi accompanied it. My 
** good friend, faid he, (leaning over the arm 
" of the chair, and kindly taking me by the 
" hand) it is more than enough for a man to 
** have made one fuch fatal error in his life as I 
** have done, one fuch unhappy facrifice to the 
** falfe opinions of the world ; but though I have 
*' heartily repented of this error, I am not fo far 
*' reformed, as to be without ambition in the 
** choice of a hjiband for our Conftantia ; no, 
^ Sir, I am ftill as ambitious as ever, but I hope 
^ with better judgment and upon better prin- 
" ciples: I will not bate » an atom of virtue in 
*^ the bargain I am to make ; I infift upon the 
^* good qualities of the heart and tefuper to the 
*' laft fcruple j thefe .are the effentials which I 

" rigidly 
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** rigidly exaft, and all thefe you poflefs ; there 
** are indeed other, many other, incidental ar- 
*' tides. Which you may, or you may not, fuperadd 
"* to the account 5 but 1 am contented to ftrike 
*' hands with you on the fpot, though you fhall 
** never have fet foot upon foreign foil. — ^What 
« fays my daughter to this ? 

** When I caft my eyes upon the countenance 
^' of the moft benevolent of women, and faw it 
« turned expreffively upon me, fmiling through 
*^ tears, joy palpitated at my heart, whilft (he de- 
*' livered herfelf as follows :-r-I were of all beings 
*^ moft infenfible, could I withhold my teftimony 
** to this gentleman's merits, or my entire afle^f 
** to his alliance with my daught;er j but as I hare 
c< ever repofed perfeft confidence in her, and, as 
** far as I was enabled, always confultdd her 
** wi(hes, I {hould be glad this queftion might be 
*' fairly and candidly referred to her unbiaflTed 
*'• judgment for decifion: flie.is very young; our 
** friend here is neither old in years nor expc- 
" rience ; both parties havelfime before them ; 
<* fliould fhe be willing to hold off from the 
'' married ftate for a while, fhoujid fhe forefee 
*' advantages in qpr friend's undertaking a 
^ fecond tour with the fame inftruftive aflb- 
** ciatc, (whether into foreign countries or nearer 
A* Jtipme) let her be the judge of )^hat is moft 

." Jikely 
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*' likely to conduce to her future happinefs in a 
^^ hufband, and as I am perfuaded our friend 
** here will praftife no unfair meafures for biaffing 
^ her judgment, let him confult Conftantia's 
*' wishes on the cafe, and as fhe determines (b 
<* let him zQj and fo let us agree. 

" With thefe inftru£kions, which Mr 5omer* 
*^ ville feconded, I haftened to Conftantia, and 
<* lyithout hefitation or difguife related to her 
" what had paffed and requefted her decifion. 
« Judge (if it be poffible to judge) of my tran- 
^ fports, when that ingenuous, that angelic , 
" creature gave me a reply, that left no room to 
* doubt that I was bleft in the pofleffion of her 
^^ heart, and that fhe could not endure a fecond 
" reparation. 

** I flew to Mr. Somerville ; I fell at the feet 
« of Mrs. Goodifon ; I interceded, implored 
1* and was accepted. Nothing ever equalled the 
*' generofity of their behaviour. I am now to 
*' change my name to Somerville, at that wor- 
" thy gentleman's exprefs defire, and meafures 
** are already in train^for that purpofe. The 
" fame abilities, which I am indebted to for the 
•* good condition of my affairs, are employed in 
** perfecting the marriage fettlement, and the 
•* period now between me and happinefs would 

« by 



30 THE OBSERVER. N*i28. 

^ by any other perfon but myfelf be 'termed a 
•* very (hort one. 

^ Thus am I on the very eve of being Weft 
•* with the lovelieft, the divincft objed upoa 
•* earth, and thus have I by the good counfel of 
•* my friends (in which number I (hall ever rec- 
•* Icon you) broke the (hacldes of that unmanly 
^ indolence, under which I was finking apace 
^ into irretrievable languor and infignifieance. 
«♦ Henceforward I entreat you to regard me as 
«• a new man, and believe that with ray name I 
** have put ofF my infirmity. We are in daily 
« expcftation of our friendly Abrahams, who is 
•* an Ifraelite indeed: your company would 
•* round our circle and complete the happinelk 
u of 

** Your ever afFcftionatc 

" EDWARli." 



N* 
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N'CXXIX. 

PaciKius'Aribni ad partm Jtultitia raptt. 

(P.SYRUS.) 

• ■ ^ *' ■ - - ■ • • . 

To^'^Hfi OBSERVER. 
Sir, ■ 

THE afttSes^ ftmily of die Saplings^ whereof 
yol^ ht^iftbk fervant. is the unworthy 
reprefentative, has been for many genera- . 
lions diflwi|^ilied' for a certain pliability of 
temper, lArdi^with (bme people pafies for good- 
humour, and* by others is called weaknefs ; but 
however the world may differ in defcribing it^ 
there feems a general agreement in the manner 
tf making uft of it. 

Our family eflate^ though far from contempti- 
Ue, is confiderably reduced from its antient 
feendor, not only by an unlucky tumble that my 
'grandfather Sir Paul got in the famous MifEfippi 
fcheme, but alfo by various lofTes, bad debts and 
incautious fecurities, which have &llen heavy 
upon the purfe$ of my predecefTors at different 
times ; but as every man muft pay for his good 
chantQer, I dare fay they did not repent of their 
purcbafe, and for my part it is a ic&t&ion that 
9 never 
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never gives me any difturbance. This aforelaid 
grandfather of mine was fuppofed to have fur- 
nifhed Congreve with the hint for his chara^r 
of Sir Paul Pliant^ at leaft it hath been to 
whifpered to me very frequently by my aunt 
Jemima, who was a great colleftor of family 
anecdotes ; and, to fpeak the truth, I am not to* 
tally without fufpicion, that a certain ingenious 
author, lately deceafed, had an eye, towards my 
infigniHcant felf in the dramatic pourtrait of his 
. Good-natured Man. 

Though I fcorn the notion pf fetting myfelf 
off to the public and you by panegyrics of my 
own penning, (as the manner of fomc is) yetl 
may truly fay without boafting^ that I bad the 
charafter at fchool -of being the very heikfag that 
ever came into it; and this I believe every 
gentleman, who was my contemporary at IFefl-^ 
min/itr^ will do me the juftice to acknowledge : it 
was a reputation I confefs that I did not earn 
for nothing, for whilft I worked the clothes off 
my back and the (kin off my bones in fcouting 
upon every body's errands, I was pummeled to 
a mummy by the boys, Jbewfd up by the ufhers^ 
dead alive by the mafters and reported for ax| 
incorrigible dunce at my book; a report, which 
under ^orre^ion I muft think bad fome degree 

of 
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of injuftice in it, as it Was impoffible for me to 
learn a book I was never allowed to open: in 
diis period of my education I took little food and 
lefs fleepi fo that» whilft I fhot up in ftature 
after the manner of my progenitors^ who were a 
tall race of men, I grew as gaunt as i gre/-^ 
hound, but having abundantly more fpirit than 
ftrength, and being ^oted by the great boys to 
to be what is called True game^ I was fingledout 
as a kind of triaUcock, and pitted againft every 
new Corner to make proof of his bottom in fair 
fightings though I may fafely fay I never turned 
out upon a quarrel of my own making in all my 
fife. Notwithftanding all tfaefe honours, which 
I obtained from my colleagues, I will not at-^ 
tempt to dilguife from you that I left the fchool 
in di^rac^^ being expdled by the mafter, when 
head of my boarding houfe, for not fupporting 
my authority over the petty boys belonging to it> 
who I muft confefs were juft then not in thd 
tnoft orderly and correct ftate of difcipline. 

My ftither, whofe maxim it was never to let 
triSes vex him, received me with all the good 
humour in life, and admitted me of the univer« 
fity of Oxford: here I was overjoyed to find 
diat the affair of the expullion was fo far fron| 

Vol. V. D kaving 
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having prejudiced my contemporaries againft 
me, that I v;as reforted to by numbers, whofe 
tiipe hung upon their hands, and my rooms be-* 
came the rendezvous of all the loungers in the 
college: few or no fchemes were fet on foot 
without me, and if a loofe guinea or two was 
wanted for the purpofe, every body knew where 
to have it : I was allowed a horfe for my 
health's fake, which was rather delicate, but I 
cannot fay my health was much the better for 
him, as I never mounted his back above once or 
twice, whilft my friends kept him in exercife 
morning and evening, as long as he lafted, 
which indeed was only till the hunting feafon let 
in, when the currier had his hide, and his flefli 
went to the kennel. I muft own I did not 
excel in any of my academical exercifes, fave that 
of circumambulating the colleges and public 
buildings with ftrangers, who came to gaze 
about them for curiofity's fake ; in this branch of 
learning I gained fuch general reputation as to 
be honoured with the title of Keeper of the Lions: 
neither will I difguife the [re([\xcnt jobations I in- 
curred for negle£l of college duties, and particu<« 
larly for non->attendance at chapel, but. in this I 
ihould not perhaps have been thought fo repre- 

§ henfiblej^ 
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henfible) had it been known that my furplice 
never failed to be there, though I had rarely the 
credit of bearing It company. 

My mother died of a cold (he caught by at«- 
ttoding fome young ladies on a water-party be- 
fore I had been a month in the world j and my 
father never married again, having promifed her 
en her death-bed not to bring a ftepdame into his 
family, whQft I furvived : I had the misfortune 
to lofe him when I was in my twenty-fecond 
year i he got his death at a country canvafs for 
Sir Harry Ofier, a very obliging gentleman and 
nearly related to our family: I attended my fa- 
ther's corpfe to the grave, on which melancholy 
occ^iion fuch were the lamentations and bewail- 
ings of all the fervants in the houfe, that I thought 
it but a proper return for their afFe£Hon to his 
memory to prove mjrfelf as kind a mafter by 
continuing them in their feveral employs : this 
however was not altogether what they meant^ 
as I was foon convinced every one amongft 
them had a remonftrance to make and a new de« 
mand to prefer: the butler would have better 
perquifites, the footman wanted to be out of 
livery, the fcuUion demanded tea-money, and the 
cook murmured^aboBt kitchen-ftuff. 

D a Though 
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Though I was now a fmgld being in the 
world, my friends and neighbours* kindly took 
care I fhould not be a folitary one ; I was young 
mdeed and of ftnall experience in the world, but 
I had plenty of counfeUors : fome advifed me ta 
buy horfes they wanted to fell, others to fell 
horfes they wanted to buy : a lady of great taftc 
fell in love with two or three of my beft cow9 
for their colour ; they were upon her lawn the 
next day : a gentleman of extraordinary virtH 
difcovered a pi£lure or two in my colledlion, thaf 
9XSi&\y fitted his pannels: an eminent im<f 
prover, whom every body declared to be the 
firft genius of the age for laying, out grounds^ 
had taken meafures for tranfporting my garden 
a mile out of my fight, and floating my richeft 
meadow grounds with a lake of muddy water i 
as for my manfion and its appendages I am per-r 
fuaded I could never have kept them in theii; 
place^y had it not been that the feverd projec* 
tors, who all united in pulling them down, coul<{ 
never rightly agree in what particular fpot to 
build them up again f lone kind friend compli* 
mented me with the firft refufal of a miftrefS| 
whom fpr reafons of oeconomy he was obliged 
to part from y and a neighbouring gentlewoman, 
whofe daughter had perhaps ftuck on hand a 
9 little 
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Kttlc Idttgef than was convenient, more than 
hinted to me that Mifs had every requifite in 
life to make the married ftate pcrk&\y happy. 

In juftice however to my own difcretion let 
me fay that I was not haftily furprized into a 
ferious meafure by this latter overture, nor did 
I a(k the young lady's hand in marriage till I 
vns verily perfuaded by her cxcefllve fondneft 
that there were no other means to fave her life. 
Now whether it was the violence of her paflion 
i>efore our marriage, that gave feme (hock to 
her intellffts, or from what other caufe it might 
proceed I know not, cer^airi however it is, that 
«rfter marriage (he bccam.e fubje£t to very odd 
whims and caprices, and though J made it a 
poii)t of humanity never to thwart her in thcfe 
humoMrs, yet I was feldom fortupate enough to 
pleafe feerj fo that, had I not been fure to de- 
monftration that love for me was the caufe and 
origin of tbem all, I might have been fo de-- 
ceived by appearances as to bave imputed tHem 
to averfion. She was in the habit of deciding 
upon almoft every a«ftion in her life by tjie. inter* 
pretation of her dreams, in which I cannot 
doubt her great fkill, though I could not always 
comprehend the principles, on which fhe applied 
k 9 (be never failed, as fbon as winter fet in, to 
P 3 !^feain 
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dream of going to Lfondon, and our journey a$ 
certainly fucceeded j I rienieipber iipon o\ir ar- 
rival there the .ftrft year after pur marriage, (he 
dreamt of a ne>y coach, and at thq fame time put 
the fervants in n^w' liveries, the colours and 
pattern of which were circumft^tjally revealed 
to her in fleep : fometimes, (dear creature !) (he 
dreanit of winning large fums at cards, but I am 
apt to think thofe dreams were of the fort, which 
fhould have been interpreted by their contraries : 
fhe was not a little fond of running after conju- 
rors and deaf and dumb fortune tellers, who 
dealt in figures and caft nativities ; and when we 
were in the country my barns and outhoufes 
were haunted with gypfies and vagabonds, who 
made fad havoc with pur pigs and poultry : of 
ghoils and evil fpirits fhc had fucji terror, that I 
was fa^n to keep a chaplain in my houfe to exor- 
cife the chambers, and when bufinefs called me 
from home, the good man condefcended fo far to 
her fears, as to fleep in a little clofet within her 
call in cafe (be was trpubled in the night ; and I 
muft {djy this for my friend, that if there is any 
truft to be put in flefh and blood, he was a 
match for the beft fpirit that ever walked : (he 
had all the fenfibility in life towards omens and 
prognpilics, and though I guarded every motion 

an4 
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and action, that mighty give any poffible alarm 
to her, yet my unhappy awkwardnefles were 
always boding ill luck, and I had the grief of 
heart to hear her declare in her laft moments, 
that a capital overfight I had been guilty of in 
handing to her a candle with an enormous 
winding-fheet appending to it was the immediate 
occafion of her death and my irreparable mif- 
fortune. 

My fecond wife I married in mere charity and 
compaffion, becaufe a young fellow, whontflip 
was engaged to, had played her a bafe trick by 
fcandaloufly breaking oiF the match, when the 
wedding clothes were bought, die day appointed 
for the wedding and myfelf invited to it. Such 
tranfadions ever appeared (hocking to me, and 
therefore to make up her lofs to her as well as 1 
was able, I put myfelf to extraordinary charges 
for providing her with isvery thing handfome 
upon our marriage : fhe was a fine woman, loved 
(hew. and was particularly fond of difplayingher* 
felf in public places, where fhe had an opportunity 
of meeting and mortifying the young man| who 
had behaved fo ill to her : fhe took tiiis revenge 
againft hin> fo often, that one day to my greaj 
furprize I difcovered that fhe had eloped frona 
^e and fairly gone oflF with him. There was 
P 4 fometHing 
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fomething fo unhandfome, as I thought, in this 
proceeding, that I (hould probably have taken 
legal meafures for redrefs, as in like cafes other 
hufbands have done, had I not been diverted 
from my purpofe by a very civil note from the 
gentleman himfelf, wherein he fays — ** That 
^ being a younger fon of little or no fortune, 
** he hopes 1 am too much of a gentleman to 
** think of reforming to the vexatious meafures 
** of the law for revenging myfelf upon him ; 
<^ and> as a proof of his readlnefs to make me 
*^ all the reparation in his power in an honour* 
*^ able way, he begs leave to inform, me, that he 
^ ihall moft refpe£lfully attend upon me with 
^* either fword or piftols, or with both, when- 
^* ever I (hall be pleafed to lay my commands 
^^ upon him for a meeting, and appoint the hour 
** and place.'* 

After fuch atonement on the part of the offen^ 
der, I could no longer harbour any thoughts of 
a divorce, efpecially as my younger brother the 
parfon has heirs to continue the fomily, and 
feems to think fo entirely with me in the bufi- 
nefs, that I have determined to drop it alto- 
gether, and give the parties no further molefta- 
tion; for, as my brother very properly obferves, 
it is the part of a chriflian to forget and to for- 
give j 
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give ; and in truth I fejs no reafon why I fhouM 
<]ifturb them in their enjoyments, or return eyil 
for good to an obliging gentleman, who has 
taken a tafk of trouble oiF my hands, and fet me 
at my eafe for the reft of my days -y in which 
tranquil and contented ftate of mind, as becomes 
a man, whofe inheritance is philanthropy, and 
whofe mother's milk hath been the milk of hu* 
^an kindnefs, I remain in all brotherly charitj 
and good will, 

Your's and the world's friend, 

Simon Sapling. 



N^CXXX, 



AuTTHna Tov 7r>^i6v, h paSiov oeinov a'Kuirov uvai* 

DEMOPHILI S£NT£NTIA. 

** He, who another's peace annoys, 
^ By the fame afl his own deftroys/* 

To THE OBSERVER. 

AS I have lived long enough to repent of a 
fatal propenftty, tliat has led me to commit 
many offences, not the lefs Irkfome to my pre« 

Tent 
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fciit feelings for the fecrccy, with which I con- 
trived to execute them, and as thefe can now be 
Aootherwife atoned for than by afrank confeffion^ 
I have refolved upon this mode of addreffing 
myfelf to you* Few peojJc chufe to difplay 
their own charaders to the world in fiieh colours 
^ I (ball give to mine, but as I bare mangled (a 
many reputations in my time without mercj^ I 
ibould be the meaneft of mankind if ( ^ared my 
o-wn 'y and being now about to fpe^k of a pcrfon^ 
whom |K> man loves, I may give vent to an 
acrimony, at which no man can take oflfence* 
If I have been troubkfome to others^ I am no 
Ie& uncomfortable tq myfetfs and amidft veza« 
tiioas without number the greateft of alt is, that 
tftere is not one^ which dees no^ originate from 
myfelfv 

I entered upon life with many advantages na- 
tural and acquired ; I am indebted to my parents 
for a liberal education, and to nature for no^ cpa- 
temptil;>le (hare of talents: my propenfities yrere 
fiot fuch as betrayed me into difSpation and ex* 
travagance : nxy mind was hajp^tually of a ftudi- 
cos caft ; I had a palHon for books, and began 
to collefk them at an early period of my life : 
to them I devoted the greateft portion of my 
|ime^ and had my vanity been of a fort to be 

^ontej^tc4 
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contented with the literary credlit I haJ now ac« 
quired> I had been happy ; but I was ambidous 
of convincing the worid I was not the idle owner 
of weapons, whic^ I did not know die ufe 
of; I fejzed erery fafe opportunity of making 
fny preteafions refpeSed by fuch dabblers in At 
belles lettres, who paid court to me, and as I 
was ever cautious of fteppjing an' inch beyond 
iny tether on thefe occafions, I foon foi^nd myfelf 
credited for mor^ learning, than rny real ftock 
amounted to. I received all vifitors in my library^ 
zSe&ed a ftudious air, and took care to furnifh 
tny table with volumes of a {dc£k fort; upon 
ifaefe I was prepared to defcant, if by chance a 
curious friend took up any one of them, and as 
there is little fame to be got by treading in the 
beaten track of popular opinion, I fometimes 
took the liberty to be eccentric and paradoxical 
in my criticifms and cavils, which gained me 
great refpe£l from th^ ignorant^ (for upon fuch 
only I took carer to pradlife diis chicanery) 6^ 
that in a (hort time I became afovereign di£fai- 
tor within a certain fet, who looked up to me 
. for fecond hand opinions in all matters of lite- 
rary tafte, and faw myfelf iiiaugurated by my 
flatterers cenfor of all new publications. 
My trumpeters had now n^ade fuch a noife in 

Ac 
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Ae worlds ttet I began td'be in great rcquefl^ 
and men of re^ litj^rature laid out for my ac« 
quaintance i but here I ad:ed with a coldneffs^ 
that was in me conftitutional as well as pru«> 
dcntiaJ : I was refolved iiot to rifk my laurels^ 
2.0^ throw away the fruits of a triumph fo 
cheaply purchafed : folicitations, that would bav^ 
flattered others, only alarmed me ; fuch was not 
the fociety I delighted in; againft fuch attacks I 
entretlched myfelf with the mbft jealous caution t 
If however by accident I was drawn out of my 
faftnelTeSt and trapped unawares into an amb'iif^ 
cade of wicked wits, I armed myfelf to meet them 
with a triple tier of fmiles ; I primed my lips with 
fuch a ready charge of flattery, that when I bad 
once engaged them in the pleafmg contemplation 
of their own merits, they were feldom difpofed to 
fcrudnize into mine, and thus in general I con* 
trived to efcape undeteiled. Though it was no 
eafy matter to extort an opinion from me in fuch 
companies, yet fometimes I was unavoidably 
entangled in converfation, and then I was forced * 
to have recourfe to all my addrefs; happily my 
features were habituated to a fm'de of the mod 
convertible fort, for it would anfwer the purpofes 
of aSe£led humility as well as thofe of a£tusd 
contempt, to which in truth it was more conge- 
. I ■ niah 
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niU : my opinion, therefore, upon any point of 
controvcrfy flattered both parties and befriended 
neither } it wa$ calculated to impre(s the com«' 
pany with an idea that I knew much more than 
I profeft to knowi it was in (hort to infmuating, 
(6 fubmijtted, fo hefitating, that a man muftfaavq 
had the heart of Nero to have perfecuted a be« 
ing fo abfolutely inofienfive: but thefe facrifices 
cofl: me dear, for they were foreign to my natuve^ 
and, as I hated my fuperiors, I avoided their 
(bciety. 

{^ving fufficiently diftinguiihed myfelf as a 
critic, I now began to mecfitate fome fecret at- 
tempts as an author ; but in thefe the fame cau- 
^n attended me, and my performances did not 
rife above a little fonnet, or a parody, which I 
drculated through a few hapds without a name, 
prepared to diiavow it^ if it was not applauded to 
my wiOies : I alfo wrote occafional efTays and 
paragraphs for the public prints, by way of try-* 
kig my talents in various kinds of ftile ; by thefd 
experiments I acquired a certain facility of imi*^ 
taring other people's manner and difguifing mjK 
own, and fo far my point was gained; but as for 
the fecret farisia£Uon I had promifed myfelf in 
hearing my productions applauded, of that I was 
altogether difappointed ; for though I tried both 

praift 
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praife and difpraife for the purpofe of bringing 
them into notice, I never had the pleafure to bef 
Gontradided by any man in the latter cafe, of 
feconded by a living foul in the former : I bad 
circulated a little poem^ which coft me fome 
pains, and a!s I had been flattered widi the ap- 
plaufe it gained from feveral of its readers^ I pat 
it one evening in my pocket, and went to tbef 
houfe of a certain perfon, who was much re- 
forted to by men of genius: an opportunity 
luckily offered for producing my manufcripty 
which I was prepared to avow as foon as the 
company prefent had given fentence in its favour: 
it was put into the hands of a dramadc author of 
fome celebrity, who read it aloud, and in a man- 
ner as I thought that clearly anticipated his diili 
guft : as foon therefore as he had finUhed it and 
demanded of me if I knew the author, I had no 
hefitation to declare that I did not-J— Then I pre- 
fume, rejoined he, it is no offence to fay I think 
it the mereft trafh I ever read— None in life, I 
replied, and from that moment held him in ever- 
hfting hatred. 

Difgufied with the world I now b^an to dip 
my pen in gal), and as foon as I had fmgled out 
a proper object for my fpleen, I looked round 
him foriiis ^eak fide, whete I could place a 

blow 
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Uow to beft elFed, and wound him utidir* 
covered : die author abovementioned had a luS 
Iharc of my attention; hp was an irritable man^ 
and' I have feen him Agonized with the paan, 
which my very ihafts had given him, whiift I 
was foremoft to arraign the fcurrility of the age 
and encourage him to difregard it : the pradQie 
I had been in of mafking my ftiie facilitated najr 
attacks upon every body, who either moved my 
earyj or provoked my fpleen* 

The meaneft of all pflions had now taksn 
entire pofTeffion of my heart, and I furr«ndef«d 
myfelf to it without a firuggle : flill there was a 
conlcioufnefs about me, that &nk me in my own 
cfteem, and when I met the eye of a man, whoia 
I had fecretiy <lefamed s I felt abafhed , ibdety 
became painful to me ; and I (hrunk into retire-^ 
Dient^ for my felf-efteem was loft ; though I had 
gratified my malice, I had deflroyed my comfort; 
I now contemplated myfelf a iblit^ry being at 
die very moment when I had every requiflte of 
fortune, health and endowments to have recom- 
mended me to the world, and to thofe tender ties 
and engagements, which are natural to man and 
CDnftitute his beft enjoyments* 

The folitude, I reforted to, made me every 
^y more morofe, and fupplied me with reflec- 
tions 
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tions that rendered me intolerable to myfelf and 
unfit for fociety. I had reafon to apprehend) in 
^ite of all my caution, that I was now narrowly 
watched, and that firong fufpicions were taken 
up againft me; when as I was feafttng my 
jaundiced eye one morning widi a certain new& 
paper, which I was in the habit of employing as 
the vehicle of my venom, I was ftartled at dU^ 
covering myfelf confpicuouSy pointed out in an 
-angry column as a cowardly defamer, and me^ 
naced with perfonal chaftifement, as foon as 
ever proofs could be obtained againft me ; and 
this threatening de{iunciaiion evidently came 
from the very author, who had unknowingljr 
given me fuch umbrage, when he recited mj^ 
poenu 

The fight of this refentful paragraph was liki 
an arrow to my brain : habituated to fkirmifli 
only behind entrenchments^ I was ill prepared 
to turn into the open field, and had never put 
the queftion to my heart, how it was provided 
for the emergency: In early life I had not any 
reafon to fufpecl my courage, nay it was rather 
forward to meet occafions in thofe days of inno« 
cence ; but the meannefs, I had lately funk intQ| 
bad fapped every manly principle of my nature^ 
and I now difcovered to my forrow^ that in tak^* 

ing 






Mmjo. ttt£ observer. 4^ 

ing up the lurking malice of an aflaffih, I h^cl 
loft the gallant fpirit of a gentleman. 

There ivas ftill one alleviation to my terrors J 
k f6 chanced that I was not the author of the 
particular libel^ which mjr accufer had irtiputed 
to itic ; and though I had been father of a thou- 
fahfd others, I felt myfelf fupported by truth in 
almoft the only charge^ againft which I could 
have faitly appealed to it. It feemed t6 me 
therefore advifeable to lofe no time in difculpat- 
ing myfelf from the accufation, yet to feek an 
interview- with this irafcible man was a fervice 
of fome danger : chance threw the opportunity 
in my way, which I had probably elfe wanted 
fpirit to invite; I accofted him with all imagin- 
able civility and made the ftrongeft affeverations 
of Ttay innocence : whether I did this with a fer- 
tility that might aggravate his fufpicions, or that 
he had others impreffed upon him befides thofe 
I Was labouring to remove, fo it was, that he 
treated all I feid with the moft Contemptuous in- 
credulity^ and elevating his voice to a tone, that 
petrified- me with fear, bade me avoid his fight, 
threatening me both by words and a£lions in a 
manner too humiliating to relate. 

Alas ! can words exprefs my feelings ? Is therei 
a being more wretched than myfelf? to be 

Vol, V, E friendlefs, 
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friendlefs, an exile from fociety and at enmity 
with myfelf is a fituation deplorable in the ex« 
treme : kt what I have now written be made 
public ; if I could believe my fliame would be 
turned to others* profit, it might perhaps become 
Icfs painful to myfelf; if men want other motives 
to divert them from defamation, than what their 
own hearts fupply, let them turn to my example, 
and if they will not be reafoned,. let them be 
frightened out of their propenfity* 

I am^. Sir, &c. 

Walter Wormwood; 

The cafe of this correfpondem is a melan^ 
choly one, and I have admitted his letter, be* 
caufe I do not doubt the prefent good motives of 
the writer ; but I ihall not eafily yield a place in 
thefe eflays to charadlers fo difgufting, and re- 
prefentations fo derogatory to human nature* 
The hiftorians of the day,, who profefe to give us 
intelligence of what is paffing in the world, 
ought not to be condemned, if they fometimcs 
make a little free with our foibles and our follies; 
but downright libel§ are grown too dangerous,. 
and fcurrility is become too dull to find a mar- 
ket; the pillory is a great reformer. The detail 
of a court drawing-room^ though not very edify- 

w^6> 
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ing, IS perfe£Uy inoffenfive ; a lady cannot great-» 
ly complain of the liberty of the prefs, if it is 
coiltented with the humble tafk of celebrating 
the workmanfhip of her mantua-maker : as for 
fuch inveterate malice, as my correfpondent 
JVormWood defcribcs, I flatter myfelf it is very 
rarely to be found : I can only fay, that though 
I have often heard of it in converfation, and read 
of it in books, I do not meet in human nature 
originals fo ftrongly featured as their paintings : 
amongft a fmall colle^ion of fonnets in manu- 
fcript, defcriptive of the human paflions, which 
has fallen into my hands, the following lines 
upon £rtvyj as coinciding with my fubjedt, fhall 
conclude this paper. 

«« Oh ! never let me fee that fhape again, 
«« Exile me rather to fome favage den, 

** Far from the focial haunts of men ! 
« Horrible phantom, pale it was as death, 
« Confumption fed upon its meager cheek, 
«« And ever as the fiend eflay'd to Tpcak, 
<* Dreadfully fteam'd its peftilentlal breath. 

** FangM like the wolf it was, and all as gaunt| 
« And dill it prowlM around us and around, 

<* Rolling its fquinting eyes aflcaunt, 
** Wherever human happinefs was found. 



I 
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. " Furious thereat, the felf-tormenting fprite 
** Drew forth an aip, and (terrible to fight) 
*« To its left pap the envenom'd reptile preft, 
<« Which gnaw'd and worm'd into its tortm*cl breaft* 

*< The defperate filicide with pain 
<« WrithM to and fro, and yellM amain ; ^ 
« Arid then with hollow, dying cadence cries— 
«« It rs not of this afp thai En<vy dies ; 
•« 'Tjs not this reptile's tooth, that gives the finartj^ 
« 'Tis others' happinefs, that gnaws my heart.'* • 



N' CXXXI. 

Jlter in ohfequium plus aquo pronus^ et tmi 
Dertfor le^t^Jic nutum divitis horret^ 
Sic itemt voces^ et verba cadentia tollit, 

HORAT. , 

I Am bewildered by the definitions, which me- 
taphyfical writers give us of the human paf- 
fions : I can underftand the charafters of Theo- 
phraflus^ and am entertained by his fketches ; but 
when your profound thinkers take the fubjeft in 
hand, they appear to me to dive to the bottom of 
the deep in fearch of that, which floats upon its 
furface : if a man in the heat of anger would de- 

fcribc: 
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fcribe the movements of his mind, he might 
paint the tempefl: to the life ; but as fuch defcrip- 
tions are not to be expelled, moral eflayifts have 
fubftituted perfonification in their place, and by 
the pleafing introduftion of a few natural inci- 
dents form a kind/of little drama, in which they 
make their fiftitious hero defcribe thofe follies, 
foibles and paffions, which they who really feel 
them, are not fo forward to confefs. 

When Mr. Locke in his EJ/ay on the Human 
Under/landing defcribes all pity as partaking of 
contempt, I cannot acknowledge that he is 
ipeaking of pity, as I feel it : when I pity a fel- 
low creature in pain (a woman, -for inflance, in 
the throes of childbirth) I cannot fubmit to own 
there is any ingredient of fo bad a quality as 
•contempt in my pity : but if the metaphyficians 
tell me that I do not know how to call my feel- 
ings by their right name, and that my pity is. 
not pity properly fo defined, I will not pretend to 
^ifpute with any gentleman, whofe language 1 
do not underftandj and only beg permiffion to 
-enjoy .a fenfation, which I call pity, without 
indulging a propenfity, which he calls .con-» 
'tempt. 

The flatterer is a chara£ter, which the mora-.' 

lifts and wits of all times and all nations hav& 

E ^ jridipuled 
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ridiculed more feverely and more fuccefsfuUy 
than almoff any other '^ yet it ftill exifls, and a 
few pages perhaps would not be mifapplied, if I 
was to make room for a civil kind of gentleman 
of this defcription, (by name Biily Simper) who, 
having feen his failings in their proper light of 
ridicule, is willing to expofe them to public view 
for the amufement it is hoped^^ if not for the ufc 
aftd benefit, of the reader. 

I beg leave therefore to introduce Mr. Billy 
Simper to my candid friends and proteftors, 
^nd (hall leave him to tell his ftory in his own 
words. — — - 

I am the younger fon of a younger brother : 
iny father qualified himfelf for orders in the uni- 
verfity of Aberdeen, and by the help of an infinuat- 
ing addrefs, a foft counter-tenor voice, a civil 
fmile and a happy flexibility in the vertebrae of 
his back- bone, recommended himfelf to the 
good graces of a right reverend patron, who 
after a due courfe of attendance and dependance 
prefented him to a comfortable benefice, which 
enabled him to fupport a pretty numerous family 
of children. The good biftiop it feems was paf- 
Conately fond of the game of chefs, and my fa- 
ther, though the better player of the two, knew 
how to make a timely move fo as to throw the 

viftory 
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vi£tory into his lordfliip's hands after a hard 
battle, which was a triumph very grateful to his 
vanity, and not a little ferviceable to my father's 
purpofes* 

Under this expert profefTor I was inft^iicfted in 
all the fliifts and movements in the great game 
of life, and then fent to make my way in the 
world as well as I was able. My firft objedl 
was to pay my court to my father's elder bro- 
ther, the head of our family; an enterprize not 
lefs arduous than important. My uncle Antony 
was a widower, parfimonious, peevifli, and re- 
clufe ; he was rich however, egregioufly felf- 
conceited, and in his own opinion a deep philo- 
fopher and metaphyficjan ; by which I would be 
underftood to fay that he doubted every thing, 
difputed every thing and believed nothing. He 
had one fon, his only child, and him he had lately 
driven out of doors and difinherited for nonfuit- 
ing him in an argument upon the immortality of 
the foul : here then was an opening no prudent 
man could mifs, who fcorned to fay his foul was 
his own, when it flood in the way of his inte* 
reft : and as I was well tutored beforehand, I 
no fooner gained admiflion to the old philofo- 
pher, than I fo far worked my way into his 
£Qod graces, as to be allowed to take pofleflion of 
E 4 a truckle-. 






ife 
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a truckle-bed in a fpare garret cxf the family 
manfion: envy muft have owned (if envy could 
Jiave looked afquint upon fo humble a fituation 
as mine was) that, confidering what a game I 
had to play, I managed my cards well ; for uncle 
Antony was an old dog at a difpute, and as that 
pannot well take place, wbilft both parties arc 
on the fame fide, I was forced at times to make 
battle for the good of the argument, and feldom 
failid to find Antony as compleatly puzzled with 
the zig- waggeries of his metaphyfics, as uncle 
Toby of more worthy memqry was with the 
horn-works and countcrfcarps of his fortifica- 
tions, 

Amongft the various topics, from which An- 
tony's ingenuity drew matter of difpute fome 
were fo truly ridiculous, that if I were fure my 
reader was as much at lei fure to hear, as I am juft 
now to relate them, I ftiould not fcruple the re- 
cital. One morning having been rather longr 
winded in defcribing the circumftances of a dream, 
that had difturbed his imagination in the night, I 
thought it not amifs to throw in a remark in the 
way of cor.folation upon the fallacy pf dreams ii^ 
general. This was enough for him to turn over 
to^the other fide andfupport the credit of dreams 
totis virihus : I now thought it advifeable to trim^ 
^nd took a middle courfe between both extremes 
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by humbly conceiving dreams might be fomc- 
times true and fometimes falfe : this he con^ 
tended to be nonfenfe upon the face of it, and if 
I would undertake to (hew they were both true 
and falfe, he would er.gage to prove by foiini 
logic they could be neither one nor the other :— ^ 
^* But why do we begin to talk,'* added he, 
♦* before we fettle what we are to talk about? 
^ What kind of dreams are you fpeaking of, and 
♦' how do you diftinguiih dreams ?" — " I fee no 
" diftindion between them," I replied; ^'Dreams 
♦* vifit our fancies in fleep, and are all, accord«- 
" ing to Mr. Locke's idea, made up of the wak- 
" ing man's thoughts."—" Does Mr. Locke 
^' fay that ?" exclaimed my uncle. '* Then Mr. 
*' Locke's van impoftor for telling you fo, an4 
^' you are a fool for believing him : wifer men 
*' than Mr, Locke have fettled that matter many 
*^ centuries before he was born or even dreamt 
*' of; but perhaps Mr. Locke forgot to tell you 
f' how many precife forts of dreams there are^ 
♦^ and how to denominate and define them ; 
*« perhaps he forgot that I fay." I confeffed 
that I neither knew any thing of the matter my- 
felf, nor did I believe the author alluded to had 
left any clue towards ^he difcovery. 

" I thought as much," retorted my uncle 
^litony in a tone of triumph, " and yet this is 

« the 
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« the man who fcts up for an inveftigator of the 
** human underftanding ; but I will tell you, Sir, ^ 
** though he could not, that there are neither 
•* more nor lefs than five feveral forts of dreams 
•* particularly diftinguifhed, and I defy even the 
^ feven fleepers themfelves to name a fixth. 
•* The firft of thefe was by the Greeks denomi^ 
•* nated Oneirosy by the Latins S omnium^. {rimply 
^ a Dream) and you muft be afleep to dream it." 
♦* Granted," quoth I. " What is granted?" re- 
joined the philofopher, *^ Not that fleep is in all 
" cafes indifpenfable to the man who dreams.'*— 
" Humph !" quoth I.— My uncle proceeded. 

*^ The fecond fort of dreams you (hall under- 
•* ftand was by the aforefaid Greeks called 
^ Oramay by the Latins FiJiOy or as we might fay 
** a vifion ; in this cafe take notice you may be 
^ afleep, or you may be awake, or neither, or 
*' as it were between both ; your eyes may be 
** fliut, or they may be open, looking inwards 
** or outwards or upwards, either with fight or 
•' without fight, as it pleafes God, but the vifion 
*' you muft fee, or how elfe can it rightly 
« be called a vifion ?" *' True," replied I, 
♦' there is a fedl who are particularly favoured 
** with this kind of vifions." ** Prythee, don't 
" interrupt me," faid my uncle, and again went 
on. 

« 7 h« 
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" The third fort of dreams to fpeak^ccord- 
** ing to the Greeks we (hall call Cbrematifmos^ 
** according to the Latins we muft denominate 
*' it Oraculuniy (an orade) ; now this differs from 
** a vifton^ in as much as it may happen to a man 
♦^ born blind as well as to Argus himfelf, for he 
" has nothing for it but to liftcn, underftand 
•^ and believe, and whatever it tells him fhali 
" come true, though it never entered into hjs 
« head to preconceive one tittle of what is told 
^* him ; and where is Mr. Locke and his wak- 
*' ing thoughts here ?" — " He is done for|^ I 
anfwered, " there is no difputjng againft an 
« oracle." 

*' The fourth fort," refumed he, *« is the Enup-* 
<* tion of the aforefaid Greeks and anfwers to 
♦' the Latin Infomnlum^ which is in fadl a dream 
*^ and no dream, a kind of refverie^ when a man 
♦* dofes between (leeping and waking and builds 
** caftles (as we fay) in the air upon the ram* 
*' blings of his own fancy, 
' <' The fifth and laft fort of dreams \$ by 
** Greeks and Latins mutually ftiled Phantafma^ 
^ a word adopted into Pur own language by the 
^ greateft poet, who ever wrote in it : now this 
♦* phantafma is a vifitation peculiar to the firft 
W ipgntal abfence or flumber, when the man 

. <' fancies 
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^ fanciel himfelf yet waking, and in fact can 
*^ fcarce be called afleep ; at which time ftrange 
** images and appearances feem to float before 
** him and terrify his imagination. Here *thea 
^' you have all the feveral denominations of 
** dreams pcrfeftly diftinguifhed and defined,^' 
^uoth the old fophift, and throwing himfelf back 
Jn his chair with an air of triumph, waited for 
the applaufe, which I was not backward in be- 
ftowing upon this pedantic farrago of dogmatize 
ing.dullnefs. 

Be .will readily be believed that my uncle An- 
tony did not fail to revive his favorite controverfy, 
which had produced Aich fatal confequences to 
his difcarded fon : in faft he held faft with thofe 
antient philofophers, who maintained the eter- 
nity of this material world, and as he faw no 
period when men would net be in exiftence, no 
moment in time to come when mortality fliall 
ceafe, he by confequence argued that there 
could be no moment in time, when immortality 
(hall commence. There were other points re- 
fpeiSling this grand ftumbling-block of his phi^ 
lofophy, the human foul, upon which he was 
equally puzzled, for he fide J with Ariftotle 
againft Plato in the unintelligible controverfy 
concerning its power of motion: but whilft 

9 "^y 
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my uncle Antony was thus unluckily wedded 
t» the wrong fide in all cafes, where reafon 
ought to have been his guide, in points of mere 
quibble and fophiftry, which reafon has no- 
thing to fay to, and where > wife man would 
take neither fide, he regularlf^ook both, or hung 
fufpended between them like Socrates in the 
baiket. 

Of this fort was the celebrated queftion^- 
Ovumne priui fuerit^ an gallina — viz : ** Whe- 
ther the egg was anterior to the hen, or the heit 
to the egg." — This enquiry never failed to in- 
tereft his paffions in a peculiar degree, and he 
found fo much to fay on both fides, th'kt he could 
never well determine which fide to be of: at 
length however, hoping to bring it to fome point, 
he took up the caufe of Egg verfus Hen, and 
having compofed a learned eiTay, publifhed it in 
one of the monthly magazines, as a lure to fu- 
ture controverfialifts. This elFay he had fo often 
avowed in my hearing, and piqued himfelf fo 
highly upon it, that I muft have been dull indeed 
not to have.undcrftood how to flatter him upon 
it : but when he had found month after month 
flip away, and nobody mounting the ftage upon 
his challenge, he felt angry at the contempt, 
witli which bis labour*' were paflTed over, and 

without 
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without imparting to me his purpofe, furnifhed 
die fame magazine with a counter-eflay, in 
which his former argument was handled with an 
afperity truly controverfial, and the hen was 
triumphantly mz^t to cackle. over the new*laid 
egg, decidedly poitJ&ior to herfelf. 

I am inclined to think that if Antony had any 
partiality, it was not to this fide; but as the fe- 
cond eflay was clearly pofterior to the firft, 
(whatever the egg may have been to the hen) it 
had the advantage of being couched in all the 
^irit of a reply with an agreeable tinge of the 
malice of one, fo that when at length it came 
down printed in a fair type, and refpe<9:fully pott- 
ed in the front of the long-wiflit-for magazine, 
-his heart beat with joy, and calling out to me 
in a lofty tone of counterfeited anger, as he 
run his eye over it—*" By the horns of Jupiter 
** Ammon," quoth he, . " here is a fellow has 
" the confidence to enter the Itfts againftme in 
*' the notable queftion of the egg."— ^^''Then I 
" hope you will break that egg about his ears,'* 
replied I.—" Hold your tongue, puppy, andlift- 
" en," quoth the fophift and immediately began 
to read. 

At every paufe I was ready with a pooh t or 
a pifh ! which I hooked in with every mark of 

contempt 
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contempt I could give it both by accent and 
uSdon. At the concluflon of the efTay my uncle 
Antony fhut the book and demanded what £ 
thought of the author — " Hang him," I ex- 
claimed, ** poor, Grub-ftreet Garreteer; the 
" fellow is too contemptible for your notice ; 
'* he can neither write, nor reafon ; he is a mere 
•* ignbramus, and does not know thecommonefl: 
" rules of logic : he has no feati^re of a critic 
** about him, but the malice of one/* — ** Hold 
•* your tongue,'* cried Antony, no longer able 
to contain himfelf, *' you are a booby ; I will 
^ maintain it to be as fine an efTay as ever was 
** written/'— With thefe words he fnatched up 
the magazine and departed : I faw no more of 
him that night, and early next morning was pre- 
iented by a fervant with the following billet 
** The Grub-flreet Garreteer finds himfelf no 
" longer fit company for the fagacious Mr. 
•* William Simper \ therefore defires him without 
" lofs of time to feek out better fociety than 
" that of a mere ignoramus^ who does not know the 
** common rules of logic : one rule however he 
•* makes bold to lay down, which is. Never again 
" to fee the face of an impertinent upftart, called 
^ William Simper, whilfl he remains on this 
^ earth/' A. S, 
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Sunt verba et voceSy quihus hunt hnire dolorem 
PoJJisy et magnam morbi deponeri partdm. 

HORAT. 

DRIVEN from my uncle Aotony's'doora 
by_ my unlucky miftake . between the hert 
and her egg, my cafe would have been defperate^ 
but that I had yet one ftring left to my how, and 
this was my aunt Mrs. Sufanna Simper^ who 
lived within a few miles of my uncle, but in fuch 
cleclared hoftility, that I promifed myfelf a fa- 
vorable reception, if I could but flatter her ani- 
mofity with a fufficient portion of invedtive ; and 
for this I deemed myfelf very tolerably qualified^ 
having fo much good-will towards- the bufinefs, 
and no flight inducements to fpur me to it. 

My aunt, who was an aged maiden, and a 
valetudinarian, was at my arrival clofeted with 
her apothecary : upon his departure I was ad- 
mitted to my audience, in which I acquitted 
myfelf with all the addrefs I was mafter of: my* 
aunt heard my ftory through without interrupt^ 
ing me by a fingle word ; at laft, fixing her eye*, 
upon me, (he faid, " 'Tis very well, child 3 yoi» 

bayp 
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** have &id enough ; yowr uncle's charafter I 
^ perfe<^y underibnd ; look well to your own, 
^' for upon tiiat mil depend the terms you and I 
^^ fh^ be upon."-— She now took up a phial 
from the table and furveytng it for fome time^ 
faid to Hie — ^' Here is a noftrum recommended 
** by my apothecary, that promifes great things,' 
^' but perhaps contains none of the wondrous 
^ properties it profefles to have z the label fayf 
^ it is a carminative, fedative mixture; in 
<' other words, it will expel vapours and fpafms^ 
^ and quiot the mind and fpirits : Do you 
<' thinic it will mike good what it promi&s ?"-^^ 
So uriiimiical a queftion put to meat fuch a mow 
ment confounded me not a little, and I orily 
murmured out in reply, that I hoped it would^^ 
^* Take it then,** faid my aunt, " as you have 
*** feith in.it ; fwaHow it yourfelf, and when I fee 
^ how it operates with you, I may have more 
** confidence in it on my own account.**-— I 
was now in a more awkward dilemma than ever, 
Hsr.flie had emptied the dofe into a cup, and ten* 
dered it to me in fo peremptory a manner, tbaj^^ 
not knowing bow to excuie myfelf, and being 
naturally fubmiffive, I filently took the cup with 
1 trembling hand, and fwallowed its abomi)[i:;ible 

VfiuV. F. 'Much 
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« Much good tn^y ic do 7uU|ditld/' cried 
th^i ^ you haver dnne moro far mo than i 
^^ if«ootd for any doctor in tbo kingdom! 
t* Don't yt)u find it naufoout to the palate T*'— 
I confeA that k wai tery naufeouf.*-*^ And did 
^ you think yourfiilf in need of fticb a medi- 
^ cine r*—" I did not perceive that I wai." 
^ Thtn you did not fwaUow it by your oMrtt 
« choice, hut my dcftrc f"— I had no heikation 
fn acknowledging that.«-«*< Upon my word, 
^ child/* (he replied^ ^* you* have a very aocom^ 
^ modeling way witti you.'' I wai now fighting 
with the curfcd drug, and had all the diiBculty 
ir^ life to kec|^ it where ic wai. My aunt iawmy 
41ftrefi(, and fmiling at it demanded if I waa Mt 
ftck t I confeft I waa rather difcompoftd rn my 
Il6mach with the draught.— •< I don't doubt it," 
Ae replied i «^ hut at you have To civilly made 
^ yourfelf Ack for ig^ fake, cannot you iUttef 
^ mc fo far m to be well^ when I requcft it?^ 
I was juft then ftruggUng to keep the nauiea 
down, and though 1 could not anfwer, put th« 
beft face upon the matter in my power* 

A msiid-fervanc came in upon my tunt'a 

ringing her bell.—** Betty;* faid (he, ** take 

* away thefe thtngnf thl^ do£ior will poifoA ua 

«• with hii dofci."— " Foh !" cried the tmicb, 

3 •^Jiow 
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** hQW itfmelis!'* «' Na^^ but only put yam lips 
« to the cup,* faid Ite ihiftrcfs, « there is 
« cfKwigh left far you to tafte it"—" I tafteit! 
^ f If not touch it, I want none of his nafty phjo- 
« jfic.**-*-" Well, but though you A>n't want it^** 
*ejdaed the miftrefs, ** tafte it neverth^left^ If tt 
^ be 'oMy to flatter my hiraour."— « Excuft 
^ ^, fwackmi,*' replied Betty, ** I'll not mate 
^ ihyfelf ficfcto flatter any body."^« Humph \'^ 
ctned nay aunt, ** how this wench's want of raarti- 
^ lie^St muft have ftbdced you, nephew WiUiamI * 
^ yoitfi^dtewed the whole dofe at a word, fl#, 
<^ thtm^ tny 1«fr>rdn^ «t my repeated command 
*^ Vr^ld iH)#'«cJuch it with her lips ; but theffc 
»*^ IW^Sfedtfeatilf^s'hive a wxH of their own.'* 
ii^'FhfeteiWAS fowetshing in ray aunt's mknner 1 
4i^ikitvtiidet&SLnd;&it puzzled me, and I thought 
ttbeft to^fcecpmyfelf on the referve, and wait the 
ftirfAepdeVelojJemeHt of her humour in filencek 

W^ -Wtti^ dowh to fiipper; it was elegantly 
iHrveti, and my aunt particularly recommended 
km> W threte diflies to me ; her hofpitality em- 
batfali^djke not a Ikdie, for niy ftomach was hy 
Iki tieiai^ mrddciled i yet I felt myfeif bouiid m 
^pBbd fluiniter* »to cat of hqr difhes and coirt- 
m^ktlkiltiQCibkeryi ihis I did, though fbre>y 
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Againft the grain, ahd> whilft ttif ftomach rofe 
againft its food^ I flattered .what i naufeated. 

A grave, welUlooking pedbnage flokxl at the 
jdeboard, with whom my jRunt entered into 
tonvcrfation.— " Johnfon," faid fhe, "I. think 
^ I muft lodge my nephew in your room, wluch 
^^ is warm and well-aired, and difpofe of you in 
<< the tapeftry chamber, which has not lately 
*« been flept in."—" Madam/' replied Johnfon, 
•* I am ready to give tip my bed to Mr, Wil- 
^^ liam at your command ; but as to fleeping in 
** the tapeftry chamber you muft excufe me." 
** Why ?" replied my atint^ "what h yoiir pb- 
<* jeaion^" "I am almoft aihamed ta tell 
** yow," anfwcted Johnfon, ** but every body has 
«< his humour; perhaps my objection may be 
^^ none to the young gentleman, but I confefs I 
^* don't ehufe to pafe the night in a chamber^ 
<^ that is under an ill name." <^ An ill name 
•• for what ?" demanded the lady. " For being 
^ haunted,^ anfwered the butler, " for being 
^ viffted by noifes, and rattling of chains and 
^ apparitions ; the gentleman no doubt is a 
^ fcholar and can account for Acts things ; I 
^< am a plain man, and don't like to have mj 
^ imagination difturbed, nor my .reft brpkea, 
^ though it w^e jonly by my own fencies.** 

« What 
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«* What then is to be done ?/' faid my aun^ di- 
rei^ng^herqueftion to me j ^Johnfon don't cbuie 
^ to trufl: htmfelf in a haunted chambers I fhall 
^' have 'my houfe brought into dtfcredit by thefe 
** reports^: Now, nephew, if you wHl encounter 
*^ this ghofty and exorcife the chamber by deep* 
*« ing in it a few nights, I dare (ay we (hall hear 
^' no more of it. Are you willing to under<» 
<* take It'?*' 

I' was'afhamed to confeft my fears, and yet 
had no flomach to the undertaking $ I was al(0^ 
afraid of giving umbrage to my aunt) and im<» 
preffing her with an unfavourable opinion of me; 
i therefore- aflcnted upon the condition of John* 
^n's taking part of the bed with mt ; upon which 
the c3d lady, turning to her butler, faid, <^ Well, 
^^ Johhfon, 'yov have no objedio9 to this propo* 
H fal/^ - f* Pardon me, madgm," faid he, ^« I have 
" " fuch objeflions to that chamber, that I will 
I' notfleep in it for any body living." ^ You 
^ fee he is oWlinate,'* faid my aunt> " you muft 
^ even undertake it alone^ or my houfe will lie 
-*^ under an iU name for ever." " Sooner than 
^ Ais fhall he the cafc,'^ I replied, « I will 
^* fleep in the chamber by myfelf.'* *' You ?irc 
^* very polite," cried my aunt, " and I admire 
^< your ^irit : Johx^fon, light my nephew to his 
F J « room." 
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M:>r0om.'V Joi^r<^^ todb op tho qaiDdk^'bMt.ab^ 
ibhitdy rdfuibdi te^nrslrrh.bofore theDnfitbd:^' It^bt^ 
iiisfabii wecsmdiittci^tbie^aller]^ whet^^jpDinfiirig 
ttxa^d^Dzv he tbld^^meith^ was isiy dbambsrf rstld 
talfkilf-nuide kis. retreat/ day^n (he ftaic^. . , ; 

- ; i opened die dodr with no fo^iU .^ilegfec df 
tsrroir and fom^ % chamber comlbitabljr attd 
€legamly famflwdyi. andt by no meaaKiofr.that 
jnelancholy caft, which I had pidurt9iia'diyfelf 
fti^ni) Johnfon's nepdrtof>itw MjnfiiilfcpKoaiafioa 

'.-m» to fi^rchthdiclbret/v I theiii:pcopcdv'andar 
thtt' bedv ^ikia«tii(ied the: hangings^; laft vi^s lais. . k 
flicmM be V n^thikg < ibemed to augxir a '^g^^i or 
(4vhicb I take to bQ^v^rrfe) the c&mtefFeit^of k 
^b6^« 1 pkidoed it{> iikd good a fpint as.XcouM^ 
Aiki- my prayers' iand turned into.be4 : WUh the 
d^t^kt^fs my teiffor^ retumed^^ I par^^aifleepleflt 
flighty though rieliche^ghoftt nor noiib'Of^njrfort 
b^olefted rho. ■ ' ^ ; ' » 

- ^« Why/' feid I within myfclf^ M couldinot % 
<* be as fincefd and peremptory as Johnfiwi? He 
^' isktS' his reft and i<s at peace^ Tarn ikeplefk 
•^ ^d irt te^ri'ors : Though a fervant by condition^ 
fe in^ his will he is . ittdependanti I^ who have 
^ ^ot ihe like call of duty, have ^iiot the famfe 
^^ liberty of mind: he refufes what he docs not 
M -chu^ to obe)C) I obey all tt^ing^ whether 'I 

*♦ chufc 
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« ckufe them er not ; And wberrfore 4a^ <hls? 

<< Beeaufe I anria flatterer: Atid why didii^^- 

« R^ *^ Whote naufebus dofe to <humour tny 

^ auriPs caprice, whtch h^r ttWn ehamber-^maid^ 

^ who r^cei^s he# wagesj-wouW ^t toucH 

^^<#ift4ier)ips f Becaufe I Utti a fiatter«r : Antl 

^ whit has this fiatterj^ Aln^ for twe, wh© am t 

" Hate fo It? what did I gain by it at m^ 

^^lincfe'sl I was the echo of hi^ opiiiionii 

<' fhiftedas they fhifted^ Tided With him againft 

^•^mrth, demonftraeion, reafon artd even the 

•^evidence of my own fenfes : AbjeS wretch^ i 

** fiinlc myfelf in my own efteem firft, tbert loH 

^ all'fhadow of refpe£l with him, and was tindiy 

^ expelled from his dobrs, whilft I was in 

** the very aft of proftttuting myown judgnXertt 

^* to- h» grofs abfin-dities: And now again^ 

** here I am at my aunt's, devoted to thi 

'' &me mean flattery, that hats already fo fllamd^ 

*' fblly betrayed me. What has flattery gained 

** for me here? A bitter harveft truly Ihai^* 

*' had of it; poifoned by an infernal dofe, 

^ which I had no plea for f#aIlowihg; furfeited 

** by" dainties I had no appetite to tafte, arid 

'^^ now condemned to fieepleft hours wkhin k 

/** haunted chamber, which her own domeftic 

^ wouldi riot confem even to enter : Fool that 

F 4 " I am 
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? I ani to.ibc the; d\ipc ,of fuch a vapor a& 
fMjaltery! defpicable wretch, not to zSkt% a 
^^ frccjdom of willy .wW^h is tkc natural right of 
ff ./eyery. msiii^ .and .V^icb even iervants and 
f *. hirelings exercife with a fpirit I envy, ^ut 
**: h^v^-O^ the he^rt to imiutc : I am adorned 
P. -of my. own me^nnefsj I blufc for myfclf 
^ in the cdroparifon, and am determined, if 
*M fOfvive till to-n>orrow, to aflert the dignity 
?* q{ a man,. and abide by the confequences." 

In meditations .like thefe night pafled away, 
and tbc. dawn of morning called me from my 
bed : I rofe and refrefhed my fpirits with a walk 
through a moft charming plantation : I met a 
countqrman at his work-*-** Friend," (aid I, 
** you are early at your labour.*'—" Yes," an* 
fwered he, " *tis by my labour I live, and whilft 
:*< J have health and ftrength to follow it, I 
•* have nothing to fear but God alone." So I 
thought I, here is a leiTon for me ; this man is 
nf> flatterer ; then why do I worlhip what a 
clown defpifes ? 

I found my aunt ready for breakfaft; ihc 
.queftio^ed me about my night's reft; I an*- 
fwered her with truth that I had enjoyed no reft, 
but had neither feen nor heard any thing to 
alarm me, and was perfujided there w^re no 

grounds 
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grounds for the report of ber chamber being 
haunted* ^^i am as well perfuaded as yourfelf 
** of that," (he replied ; ** I know 'tis only one of 
*' Johnfon's whims ; but people ypu know wiU 
*^ have dieir whims, and it was great courtefy ia 
'^ yoa to facrifice' a night^s reft to his humour: 
^* my fervants* have been fpoilt by indulgence^ 
^* but it is' to be hoped they will learn better 
*' fubmiilion by your exany)le." There was 'm 
farcaftic tone in my aunt's manner of uttering 
this^ which g^ve it more the air of ridicule than 
compliment, and I blufht to the eyes with the 
confcioufnefs of deferving it. 

After breakfaft fhe took me into her dofet, 
and, defiring me to fit down to a writing table, 
^ Nephew," fays fliej ^ I know my brother 
<' Antony full well j he is a tyrant in his nature^ 
^^ a bigot to his opinions, and a man of a mofl: 
** perverted underftanding, but he is rich and 
*^ you have your fortune to makej he can infult, 
** bat you can flatter ; he has his weaknejQTes, 
^' and you can avail yourfelf of them ; fuppofe 
•* you write hini a penitential letter,"-—! now 
faw the opportunity prefent for exerting njy 
newrmade ^efolution, and felt a fpirit rifing 
within me, that prompted me to deliver myfelf 
as follows, " No, m^dam, I will neither gra- 

" tify 
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^ t\fy my unck's pride, tytr idy^ wj •own fcStT^ 

* ^fte«m, by making Wm any fatimiAoh 5 I 
^ iefpiCe hrim for the Fn'fdts fi^ }ia§ 'put upon-fo^; 
•'antl inj^fdf for havmg in (bme fbrt defehfdJ 

* them '^ ^bttt 1 will never Hdtter him or an^ 
»^^Hvirtg' chj^r6 m6rc; and iTI^wi to ferfelt 
*• yoHf favotir by xefifting^our'commairis^ t 
^-mtsfl: meet tStconfeqtieTrtces, ^ttd wil! rkth^r 
*** trijrft to- my own ibbotir For^fiappbrt than flc- 
•• pen* upttt tfieMtaprice^ any* perfon -lining ; 
^ ltd: df all ofi'him/' « fleyday," cried riiy 
Ttmty •• yoB i-eflife to write !-^you wrll riot do ai 
" ladvireyou?" "In this pariicular," Ire^ 
plied, '^^ntiit me to fay I neither can, nor i^iU, 
^ obey yon;'*- " And yoa are refolved'to think 
"** and acl for' yourfelF?'- " In the prefent cafe 
•" I am, and in ill cafes, let me add, Where my 
^ honour and^my confciehcc tell me lam right.^ 
" Tlien,'^txclarmcd'my aunt, *^ I acknowledge 
•• you for my^ nephew; I adopt you from this 
*^ hour ;'* and with that (he took me by the 
band moft c6rd^ally; *'I few," faid (he, "or 
^ thought I f^*, the fymptoms of an abject 
** fpifit rn ydu, and was rrfoIVed to put my 
** fufprcFons tb the teftj all that has paft hert? 
" fince your coming has been done in concert 
" and by way of trial s your haunted chamber, 

" the 
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** the prelended fears of my butler^ his blunt 
<< refuiki, ail have been experknents to found 
(( your chf^SbcTf ^tid I fliQuld totally have de^ 
^' fpaired of you* bad not this h& iiOift^nce of a 
•* manly fpirit teftored jyou to -my Hsfteem : you 
« have n(>wonly:tp perfift in the feme line of 
^^ condu£^ tp (pongrm ipy good, opinion of yoiiy 
^ and enfuii; your oi^n pr<rfperity »and hap- 
« pinefs/^ 

Thus I buyf? given tKyy: biftorjs and if the 
example of my reformation ihaU warn others 
from the contsemptible- dharaSer, which I have 
fortunately efpaped fron^ I -^all be 910ft happy, 
being truly ^nxiotos. to a^pprove myf^f the friend 
of mankind, s^nd- the : O^iar^r'j: vejy fmc^re 
Vell-wi(hei. - - 

WflJti. SiMPKIU 
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Ctto fcrtbenJo fiori fit ut bene fcribatur ; bem 
fcribendofit ut chh (qyiNTlt. LIB. x.) 

TllE cdebtated author of the Rambler in 
his concluding paper fays, / have laboured 
U refine ^up lOhgmtgei^gretmmatieal pfirity^ and 

t9 
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fy clear • // from colhquial larharifms^ licentiotts 

idioms and irregular combinations : fomeihing per-- 

' haps Ihave added to the eleganee (fits conJlruRioriy 

and fomeihing, to the harm&tiy df'iis cadence, 1 

'bdpe our langtiafge hath gained -aft; the pr^fif, 

which Ae labours' of this m^ritbriouy writef were 

(exerted to produce ; in ftile of a- certaki dfe- 

•fcription ht. undoubtedly excels ; 4ut though I 

think there is much in his eflays for a reader to 

admire, Ifhould nbf yecbmm^ndthemasa model 

•^for a difciple to copy. 

Simplicity, eafe and perfpiquity fhould be the 
ffirft objeSs of a young writer: Addifon and 
other authors of his clafs will furnifli him with 
examples, and affift him in the attainment 
of thefe excellencies; but after all, the ftile, m 
which a man fliall write, will not be formed by 
imitation only ; it will be the ftile of his mind j 
it will aflimilate itfelf to his mode of thinking, 
and take its colour from the cpmplexion of his 
ordinary difcoUrfe, and the rompany he conforts 
>yith.. As for that diftinguifliing charadleriftic, 
which the ingenious efiayift terms very properly 
the harmony of its cadence \ that I take to be in- 
/cpaimunicable afid immediately dependant upon 
the ear of him, who models it. This harmony 
pf c(^dime is fo ftropg a mark of diforimin^tion 

between 
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between authors of note in the world of letters, 
that we can depofe to a fiile« whofe modulation 
we are familiar with, almofl: as confidentiy as 
to iXhe hand- writing of a correfpondent* But 
though I think there will be found in the periods 
of every eftablifhed writer ^ qel-tain peculiar 
tune, (whether harmonious or otherwife) whick 
will depend rather upon the natural ear than 
upon the imitative powers, yet I would not be 
underftood to fay that the ftudy of good models 
can fail to be of ufe in the firft formation of iu 
When a fubje<9: prefents itfelf to the mind^ and 
thoughts arife, which are to be committed to 
writing, it is then for a man to chufe whether he 
will exprefs himfelf in fimple or in elaborate 
di&ioi^ whether he wiU comprefs his matter or 
dihte it, ornament it with epithets and robe it 
in metaphor, or whether he will deliver it 
flainly and naturally in fuch language as a 
well-bred perfbn and a fcholar would ufe, who 
aiFe£b no parade of fpeech, nor aims at any 
flights cif f^cy. Let him decide as he will ia 
all thefe eaies he hath models in plenty to chufe 
from, in^ich may be faid to court his imitation. 
For inftance.; if his ambition is to glitter 
and furprize with the figurative and metaphori<« 
calbriiliancy of his period, let him tune his ^ar 

to 
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CO foffie ftich paflages ai th» following^ whtre 
D^or Johnfon in die ctMHndter of critic imd 
biographer is pronouncing upon th6 poet Com 
grtvt. ^ Hit icenes exhibit not much of 4iti« 
*^ mour, imagery or paflion: his perfonagei are 
^ a kind of intcHcAual gladiators } everf fen-* 
^ fence is to ward or (Irike) the comeft of 
^ fmartneiii is never intermilted; bis wit is t 
^ meteor playing to and fro with alternate co« 
^ rufcations." If he can learn to embroider 
with as much fpendor, tafte afid addrefs as iMs 
and many odier famples from the fame maftei* 
exhibit, he cannot ftudy in a better fchool* 

On the contrary, if fimpliclty be Ms objed) 
and a certain ferenity of ilile^ iii4iieh ieeme ill 
untfon with the foul, he may open the SpUfaUi^ 
and take from the (irft paper of Mr* v/a^^»thi 
firil paragraph^ that meets his eye-^-^tie follow^ 
ing for inftanee-^<* Inhere is n^lng^ that onakii 
* its way mi^e direAly to the fdul thiin Bfaulfi 
^ which immediately difFufes a- ferret btinfyan 
^ tion and complacency thfough ihe l^ag*tMii< 
^^ tion, and gives a fini(h)n$ tfo any thing tHii 
^^ is great or uncommon ! the i^eiy Mk H^ 
«^ eovery of it ftrikes the mikid* with M 4n- 
"^ ward joy, andfpreadi a chsai<Ailii#AMid(feN 
«^ light thrott^h ill tb fiiCiMel^*' ' Qt -ogiMl 

in 
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HI the fame iflky; *' VVewcJ where mact^dt 
^ a moftd glorious or pleafing ihovrin rutui^ 
^* than what appears in the heavens at the nfing 
^ and fetting of die fun, which is wholly ma<te 
^ up of thofe different ftains of light^ that (how 
** themfel!vpes in elouds of a difFeront fituation.** 
A florid writer would hardly have reMcd. die 
opportunities, \i4iicb hers c^rt the imaginaciofi 
to indulge its flights, whereas &w writelts^ of 
any fort would .ha^e been tei»pt»d on atopic 
merely critical to have employed fuch flguratuns 
and fpendid diftton, as that of Do&or Jobnfon; 
t^fe Utd& (amples therefore, though fek(3G4 
yffith little or ha car^ but taken as they came to 
hand, may fervQ to exemplify my meaning, and 
in (btxie degree charafiserize the difiefent ftik( 
ctf the refpea'upe writeis. 

Now as emry ftndent, who is capable of 
copying either of tfaefe ^es, or even cf com^ 
pairing them, muft cEicexrn on which fide the 
greater danger of fniicarrying lies, as weli as th# 
greater difgrace in cafe of fnch mt(ca»i^ge, prii-> 
dence will dired hrm in hrs outfetnot to hafi^rd 
the attempt at a florid diiftixm*. If hb ear hath 
not been vntiatod by vulgar habitudes, he wiS 
only teve toc guard againft mean exprcffioost 
^iffaSft he i> ftttdjtiAg to be fimple and perfpicu- 

■ OUSi 
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ous; he will put his thoughts into language 
naturally as they prefent themfelves, giving thent 
for the prefent little more than mere grammatical 
correftion ; afterwards^ upon aclofer review^ he 
will polifb thofe parts that feem rude, harmonize 
them where they are unequal, comprefs vrfiat is 
too diiFuflve, raife what is low, and attune the^ 
whole to that general cadence^ whioh feems moft 
grateful to his ear. 

But if our fludent hath been fmitten with the 
turbulent oratory of the fenate, the acrimonious 
declamation of the bar, or the pompous elo^ 
quence of the pulpit, and fhall take the lofty 
fpcdkcrs in thefe feveral orders for his models, 
rather than fuch as addrefs the ear in humbler 
tones, his paffions will in that cafe hurry him 
into the florid and figurative ftile, to a fublime 
and fvi^elling period ; and if in this he excels, it 
muil be owned he accomplifhes a great and ar- 
duous tafk, and he will gain a liberal (hare of 
applaufe from the world, which in general is apt 
to be captivated with thofe high and towering 
images, that firike and furprize the fenfes. la 
this ftile the Hebrew prophets write, ''^whofe. 
" difcourfe" (to ufe the words of the learned. 
Do^or Bentley) ^ after the genius of the Eaftera 
'^ nations, is thick fet with metaphor, and alle^ 

« goryi 
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** gory ; the falne bold comparifons and dithy- 
•* rambic liberty of ftile every where occurring 
«< —For when thg Spirit of God came upon themy 
** and breathed a new warmth and vigour 
** thrbugh all the powers of the body and foul ; 
** when by the influx of divine light the whole 
^ fcene of Chrift^s heavenly kingdom Was rc- 
** prefented to' their view, fothat their hearts 
** were ravifhed with joy, and their Imagina- 
** tions tiirgid and pregnant with the glorious 
^' ideas ; then furely, if ever, their ftile would 
^* be ftrong and lofty, full of allufions to all that 
^* is great and magnificent in the kingdoms of 
** this world." (CorhTmnceffient Sermon.)"^ And 
thefe flights of imagination, thefe efFuiions of 
i^pture and fubliitlity will occafionally be found 
in the pulpit eloquence of fomc of our mofl 
correft and temperate writers; witnefs tliat 
brilliant apoftrophe at theconclufion of the ninth 
difcourfe of Bijhop Sherhck^ than whom few or 
hone have written with more didaffic brevity 
and fimplicity*— " Go," (faiys he to the Deifts) 
" go to your natural religion : Lay before her 
** Mahomet and his difciples arrayed in armour 
*' and in blood, riding in triumph over the fpoils 
** of thoufands and tens of thoufands, who fell 
•* by his viftorious fword ; Shew her the cities, 
Vol. V. G « which 
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<< which he fet in flames^ the countries whicU 
^ he ravaged tpd deftroyed, and the miiciabki 
<^ diftrcfs of ail the inhabitants of the earth 
*^ Wl)en (he has viewed him in this fccne, cariy 
<^ her into his retirements -, jQbcw her tht pro* 
'^ phct's chamber^ his concubines and wives.}, 
<^ let her fee his adultery, and hear him alledg^ 
*^ revelation and his divine commLfion to juftify 
<' his luft and opprcfTion. When (he is. tired 
^^ with this profpe£l, then (hew her the blciTcd 
'^ JcfuS| humble and meek, doing good to all 
*' the fons of men, patipntly intruding bplthk the 
^' ignorant and pervcrfe ( let her fee him in hia 
'^ moil retired privacies i let her follow him ta 
<< the mount, and hear his devotions and (iipplt- , 
^ cations to God ; carry her to his table txx view 
^^ his poor fare, and bear his heavenly diicourfe : 
^' Let her fee him injured but not provoked^ 
^' let her attend him to the tribunal, and confix 
^^ der the patience, with which he endured the 
*^ feoffs and reproaches of his enemies : Lead 
^< her to his crofs, and let her view him in the 
" agony of death^ and h^ar his laft prayer for his. 
" perfecutors — Fatheffforgivi ihem^for they knm* 
" not what they do.*' 

This is a lofty paflage in the high imperative 

tone of declamation ; it is richly coloured, boldly 

8 contrafted 



N*i3'3- THE OBSEkVEIt. 83 

contraffi^d and replete with imagery, and is 
amongft the ftrongeft of thofe ihftance«, where 
Ae oratcn^ addrcfles Kimfelf to the (enfes and 
|)affions of his hieaiftrs : But let the difciple tread 
this path with caution ; let him wait the call, 
and be fure he has an oCcafioh worthy of his ef* 
iforts biefbre^ makes them. 

Allegory, perfonification and metaphor will 
prefe upon his imagination at certain times, but 
let him ibbfcrly confult his judgment in thofe mo- 
ments, and weigh their fitnefs before he admits 
them int6 his ftile. As for allegory, it is at betf 
but a kiiid of fairy form ; it is hard to natura- 
lize it arid it will rarely fill a graceful part in anj^ 
manly ^om^ofition. With refpeft to perfonifi- 
kratioh',' as I km fpeakirtg of profe only, it is but' 
an e^totitt ornament, and ntay be coijfidered ra^' 
ther as Ae loan of the mufcs thah as the pro- 
perty of pirofe ; let our ftudent therefore bewar^ 
how he borrows the feathers of the jay, left his^ 
tinnatural finery fhould only ferve to make him 
pointed at and dcfpiftd. Metaphor^ on the. 
other hand,' is common property, and he may 
take his fhare of it, provided he has difcretiorf 
not to ablife his prlvilfegej and neither furfeits the 
appetite with repletion, nor confounds the' palate ' 
with too much variety : Let his metaphor bo 
G 2 appofite, 
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appofite, finglc and unconfufed, and it will ferve, 
him as a kind of rhetorical lever to lift and ele- 
vate his ftile above the pitch of ordinary dif. 
courfe ; let him alfo fo apply this machine, as to 
make it touch in as many points as poffible; 
otherwife it can never fo poife the weight above 
it, as to keep it firm and fteady on its proper 
center. 

To give an example of the right ufe and ap^^ 
plication of this figure I again apply to a learned 
author already quoted—*' Our firfl parents hav- 
*' ing fallen from their native ftate of innocence^ 
** the tinilure of evil, like an hereditary difeafe 
*' infedied all their poflerity j and the leaven of 
**. fin having once corrupted the whole mafs of 
*' mankind, all the fpecies ever after would he 
^ foured and tainted with it> the vitious fer- 
" ment perpetually difTufing and propagating 
*' itfelf through all generations."— ('B^w/i^jr, 
Qmm. Sermon). 

There will, be found alfo in certain writers a 
profuTion of words, ramifying indeed from the 
fame root, yet rifmg into climax by their power 
and importance, which feems to burfl forth from 
the overflow and impetuofity of the imagina- 
tion ; refembling at firfl fight what ^intilian 
chara£terifes as the Jtundantia Juvenilis^ but 

which. 
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which, when tebfipered by the hand of a mafter, 
will upon clofer examination be found to bear 
the ftamp of judgment unde|r the appearance of 
precipitancy. I need only turn to the famous 
Cotnmencement Sermon before quoted, and my 
meaning ^ill be fully illuftrated — ^^ Let them 
*' tell us then what is the chair^ the cement, the 
** magnetifm, what they will call it, the invifi^ 
<« ble tie of that union, whereby matter and an 
•* incorporeal mind, things that have no fimili- 
^^ tude or alliance to each other, can fo fympar 
^ thize by a mutual league of motion and fenia-* 
** tion. No ; they will not pretend to that^ 
^ for they can frame no conceptions of it: 
^ They are fure there is fuch an union from the 
^ operations and eiFeds, but the caufe and the 
<* manner of it are too fubtle and fecret to be 
*^ difcovered by the eye of reafon \ *tis myftery. 
^ 'tis divine magic, 'tis natural miracle.*' 
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N'CXXXiV. 

. (X](CMOCRAT<S.} 

** Remember (fnfy that your words he true^ 
^ No matter then hotv many or how few** 

To THE OBSERVER. 

I H A V £ a habit of deaiiag in the iruurveU 
lows, which I cannot overcome : Seine pco- 
j)le^ who feem to tjake a pleaTure in magnifying 
the lit(Ie flaws to b^ found in all charadersj call 
this by z name, whlqh xio gentleman ot^lit to 
ufe, or likes to b^^ ; The fa<a is, I have fo 
much tender confideradon for Truth inher ftate 
of nakednefe, that, tiU I have put her into de- 
cent cloathing, I -cannot ^ink of bfiogingher 
into company ; and if her appearance is fome- 
times fo much altered by drefs, that her beft 
friends cannot find her out, am I to blame for 
that ? 

There is a matter-of-faft man of my acquain- 
tance, who haunts me in all places and is the 
very torment of my life ; he flicks to me as the 
threflier does to the whale, and is the perfe£l 

night- 
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higKt-mare of my imagination; this fellow 
never lets one of my ftories pafs without dock- 
ing it like an ajttorney's bill before a matter In 
chancery : He cut.forty miles out of a journey 
of one hundred^ which but for him I had per- 
formed in one day upon the feme horfe; in 
which I confefs I had ftretched a point for the 
pleafure of out-riding a fat fellow in company, 
who by the malicious veracity of my aforefaid 
t>amper threw ipc at Ipaft tien miles diftance be- 
hind him. 

This provoking animal ciXt up my fuccefs in 
fo many intrigues and adventures, that I was 
determined to lay my plan out of hi^ reach in a 
Ipot, which I had provided ^r an evil day, and 
accordinglylled him a dance into Corfica, where 
J was fure he could not follow me : Here I had 
certainly been, and knew my groiind well 
enough to prance over it at a very handfome 
rate : I noticed a kind of fly leer in fome of th& 
company, which was pointed towards a gentle- 
man prefent, who was a ftranger to me, and {0 
far from joining in the titter was very politely 
attentive to what I was relating. I was at this 
moment warm in the caufe of freedom, and had 
performed fuch prodigies ot valour iif its de- 
fence, that before my ftory was well ended I had 
G^ got 
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got upon fuch clofe terms with General Pao^ 
that, had my hearers been but half as credulous 
as they ought to have been, they might have fet 
us down for fwprn friends and infeparables : But 
here again, as ill luck would have it^ my evil 
genius tapt me on the (houlder, and remarking 
that I principally addreffed myfelf to the gentle- 
man, whofe politenefs and attention were fo flat- 
tering, (aid to me with a fmile^ that had the ma- 
lice of the devil in it — " Give me leave to in- 
" troducc you to General Paoli here prefent."— 
Death and confufion, . what I felt ! a ftroke of 
lightning would have been charity compared tq 
this,— My perfecutor had not done with me — I 
^* am afraid you have forgot your old friend and 
*' femiliar, who no doubt will be overjoyed at 
" recognizing a brother warrior, who has per- 
*^ formed fuch noble fervices jointly with himielf 
** in the glorious flruggle for the liberties of 
** his beloved country." — Can I paint the fliame 
I fufFered at this moment ? It is impoffible ; I 
can only fay there is a generofity in true valour, 
which fcorns to triumph over the fallen.— 
^* There were fo many brave men," (faid that 
gallant perfon in a tone I fliall never lofe tho 
impreflion of) ** of whofe fervices I (hall ever 
** preferve a grateful memory, but whofe pcr- 

•* fons 
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U fons have flipt from my recolleftlon, that X 
** have only to entreat yoi^' pardon for a for-. 
^* getfulnefs, which I defire you to believe i^ 
f« not my feult, but my infirmity."-— If a bottle 
had been voUied at my head, I could not have 
been more in need q[ a furgeon, than I was at 
this inflant: I <:ouId never have fuipe£le4 
Truth of playing me fuch a jade^s trick 5 I air 
ways confidered her as a good-natured fimple 
creature without gall or bitternefs, and was in 
the habit of treating her accordingly j but thi^ 
was fuch a fpecimen of her malice, that I fled 
put of her company as haftily as I could. 

The very next morning I took my pailage iq 
the ftage-coach for my native town in the north 
of England, heartily ovit of humour with my 
trip to Corfica ; but even here I could not fhaker 
off old habits fo far as to refift the temptation of 
getting into a poft-chaife for the laft ftage, by 
which manoeuvre I took the credit of having 
travelled like a gentleman, and became intitled 
to rail agmnft the poft-tax and the expences of 
the road* 

I was now voted into a club of the chief in- 
habitants of the place, and as I had no reafon to 
believe the ftory of my late difcomfiture had 
reached them^ I foon recovered my fpirits, and 

with 
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prith them the amplifying powers of my invcn- 
tion. My ftorics for a confidcrablc time were 
fvallowed (b glibly, and feemed to fit fo eafy on 
the ftomachs of thefe natural, unfophifticatcd 
people, that I was encouraged to encreafe the dofc 
to fuch a degree, as Teemed at length to produce 
fomething tike a naufea with thofc I ddminiftered 
it to ; efpccially with a certain prccife pcrfonagc 
of the k^ of Quakers, one Simon Stiffs a weal- 
thy trader arid much refpe^cd for his probity and 
feir-dealing. Simon had a way of afking me at 
the end of a ftory — But is it true ? — which fome* 
limes difconcerted me, and confiderably leflcned 
the appta<ifcs, that the reft of the club had bcca 
accuftonffed to beftow upon my narratives. 

One evening, when I had been dcfcribing an 
enormous fliark, by which I had been attacked 
in one of' my Weft-India voyages, Simon Stif] 
Ming up both his hands in an attitude of ado* 
nJfliment, cried out — '* Vcrily, friend Cracker^ 
•* thou drawcft a long bow." With an angry 
look I demanJetf the meaning pf that expref- 
fion.— " I mean," replied Simotj^ " thou fpcak- 
•* eft the thing which is not." « That is as 
** nfiuch as to fay I tell a lie."—" Even fo, 
•* friend, thou haft hit it,** faid Simon without- 
altering his v6lce,'or regarding the tone of rage* 

I had 
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J had thrown mine into: The fteadyferenity ofhi$ 

countenance put me down, and I fufFered hin^ 

to proceed without interruption — ^ Thou haft 

^ told us ipany things, friend Crockery that arc 

f* pcrfefUy incredible; were I to attempt im- 

«* ppfing upon my cuftomers in the way of traf- 

*f fie, as thou doft upon thy company in the way 

f* of talk, the world would juftly fet me down 

f* for a diftioneft man. Believe me, thou mayeft 

^ be a very good companion without fwerving 

** from the truth, nay, tho:i canft no otherwife 

f* be a good one than by adhering to it ; for if 

V thou art in the pra£lice of uttering falfehoods, 

*< we (hall be in the practice of difbelieving thee, 

** even when thou fpealccft die truth, and fo 

f* there will be an end of all confidence in fo- 

^ ciety, and thy word will pafs for nothing. I 

^ have obferved it is thy vanity, that betrays 

** thee into felfehood j I fhould have hoped 

•* thou wou'dft not have forgotten how thy 

^^ falfehood betrayed thee into fhame, and how 

" we received and welcomed thee into our fo- 

* ciety, whrn thy friends in the metropolis had 

" hooted thee out of their's. Think not thou 

" canft eftablifh a credit with us by the fic- 

** tions of imagination ; plain truths fuit men of 

" plain underftandings. Had thy (hark been as 

i^big 
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M big up^in ^ iliofi woti'iJA bMV« uf belit^ve i( 

^ NiHiMAg but the tmt'n vlhmoii hen « moth 
^ (br » siii4 wh«t ii^ tb^ compurd to lii« ritqiM 
^ ^ Miiji ihoMght A moiiftef'mtik^r f If thou 
^ w;t{l (imubtfd (rmt\ ib« jiiwii of tb« afiimul by 
^ ih« bd^ml U Gult gtvo (fod the ^mk i If 
^ ibiH« 0wn o/tifA^e »n<i MldreA contributtd to 
#* i»iv« ihcff giv0 Him itiU (be prttifi^t who in- 
^ tpUed iUe with thof« tm»m e{ furtbcriug 
^ Ui« Fi(ivi4knc« in thy roli^ue i Whero ii the 
#« %wund fof bottftiiig iit nil thii t Sotmiimw 
^ Ui4ni w<;(4'dft perfumk ui tb(^u art « mtn of 
M t^c^nfeqiieii^f in the fAVOur of princei nnd in 
H the fci^'m<i of miftifterii i If we tre to believe 
f« fttl tbiif thou iloft but libel tbofe miniftere (or 
^ letting fueb » biibler itito ibc^ir councHfi %nd 
M if iboii tbinl^ft to guin a confequence with un 
*^ tH^f^bXt (boy art grievoufly de^eivedi frienA 
•♦ CJfstfiiif^ for we do not wunt to Itnow what 
*< tbott (ntghteft not to tellf And we defpife the 
«« (nfv^fytf wbo b^f fMyetb hii imAer'fi truft. Ai 
♦♦ (nr wond^fi, wbiit fignificth telling ui of them > 
M The time it full of wonderi ( ibe revolution of 
^ empifcSi ilie f^ll of defpoiifin »iid the emAnci* 
^ lotion of nmi^ind Arc) obje^df wbofe fufte* 
^ fior mAgniiude tnAkei ti)y fii^rk (brink into 
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<' an atom. Had the monfter gorg'd thee at a 
^ mouthful, how many thoufands, nay tens of 
** thoufands have the voracious jaws of death 
^^ devoured in a fucceffion of campaigns, which 
" have made creation melt ? Didft thou efcape 
** the monfter ? what then ; how can we have 
" leifure to refleft upon thy Angle deliverance^ 
** when we call to mind the numbers of de- 
•* fpairing captives, who have been liberated 
" from the dungeons of tyranny? In a word, 
** friend Cracker^ if it is through a love for th« 
** marvellous thou makeft fo free with the facrei 
** name of truth, thou doft but abufe our pa- 
^ tience and thine own time in hunting after 
*' fharks and monfters of the deep ; and if thou 
^ haft any other motive for fitflion than the 
" above, it muft be a motive lefs innocent than 
** what I have fuppofed, and in that cafe we hold 
" thee dangerous to fociety and a difgrace tohu- 
** man nature.'* 

Here he concluded, and though the length and 
deliberate folemnity of his harangue had given 
me time enough, yet I had not fo availed my^ 
felf of it as to colledl my thoughts and prepare 
myfelf for any kind of deiFence : How to deal 
with this formal old fellow I knew not; to 
cudgel him was a fervice of more danger than I 

faw 
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faw fit to engage inj for he was of athletic limbs 
and ftattire; to challenge him to a gentleman'i 
fatisfeaioni being a Quaker, would have fub* 
jefled me to univerfal ridicul^: I rofe from my 
chair, took my hat from' the peg and slbniptljr 
quitted the foom : Next morning I fent to cut 
my name out of the club^ but behold ! they had 
favfed me that ceremony over^night, and I had 
once more a new fet of acquaiptance to go iti 
iearch of. 

• In this folltlry interim I ftrove to lighten the 
burthen of time by ftarting a correfpondence 
with one of our public prints, and fo long as 1 
fupplied it with anecdotes from the (Country, I 
may fay without vanity there was neither firi 
nor flood, murder, rape nor robbei^ wanting to 
embellifh it : I broke two or three necks at a 
horfe-race without any detriment to the com- 
munity, and for the amufemerit of my readers 
drove over blind beggars, drowned driinken for- 
mers, and tofled women with child by mad bul- 
locks, without adding one item to the bills of 
mortalit}'; I made matches without rimnbei^ 
which the regifter never recorded ; I was at the 
fame time a correfpondent at Bru(&ls, a refident 
in Spain and a traveller at Conftantinople, who 
gave fecret Information of all proceedings in 

thofe 
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thofe feveral places, and by the myftcrious fiilc, 
in whifch I enveloped ray difpatches, nobody 
could fix a falfehood on my intelligence, till £ 
imprudently fought a battle on the banks of the 
Danubti, after the" armies were gone into winter 
ijuarters, which did the Turk no mifchief, ani 
cfieflually blafted me with the compiler, and him 
with the public. 

I am now out of bufinefs, and, if you want 
any thing in my way to enliven your Ohferversi 
(which give me leave to remark are fometimes 
i-ather of the duUefi) I fhall b'e proud to fervc 
you, being 

YO!ur very humble fervant 
at conamandy 

Kit Cracker. 

Ni B, I do not want any thing in Kit Cracker s 
Way ; but though I decline the offer of his- 
afSftantei I willingly avail myfelf of the morai 
of his example. 
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A Writer oiF miicellaheous eflays is open to 
the correipondcnce of perfons of all de- 
^riptionS) and though I think fit to admit the 
following letter into my colle6lion, I hope my 
readers will not fuppofe I wifh to introduce the 
writer of it into their company, or even into 
my own. 

to THE Observer. 

Sir, 
As we hear a great deal of the affluence of 
this flburifhing country, and the vaft quantity of 
Jleeping cajh^ as it is called, lockt up in vaults 
and ftrong boxes, we conceive it would be a 
good deed to waken fome of it, and put it into 
ufe and circulation : we have therefore aflbciated 
ourfelves into a patriotic fraternity of circula- 
tors, commonly called pick-pockets : But with 
forrow we let you know, that notwithftanding 
our beft endeavours to put forward the purpofes 
of our inftitution, and the great charges of pro* 
viding ourfelves with inftruments and tools of 
all forts for the better furtherance of our bufi- 

ncfs,. 
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nefs, we have yet hooked up little except dirty 
handkerchiefs, leathern fnufF-boxes, empty purfes 
and bath-metal watches from the pockets of the 
public ; articles thefe, let me iay, that would 
hardly be received at the depot of the patriotic 
contributors in Paris. Are thefe the fymptoms 
of a great and wealthy nation ? we. blufh for 
our country, whilfl: we are compelled by truth 
and candor to reply— They are not. 

As we have a number of petty articles on 
hand, which will not pafs in our trade, nothing 
deters us from putting them up to public cant, 
but the tax our unworthy parliament has laid 
upon auctions. I fend you two or three papers, 
which a brother artift angled out of the pocket 
of a pennilefs gentleman the other night at the 
playhoufe door 5 the one a letter figned Vrania^ 
the other Gorgon ; they can be of no ufe to us, 
as we have nothing to do with Urania's virtue, 
nor ftand in need of Gorgon to paint fccnes, 
which we can a£l better than he defcribes ; 
neither do we want his effigy of a man under 
jthe gallows to remind us of what we muft all 
come to. Your's, 

Crook-fingered Jack. 

Vol. V. H The 
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The letter from Urania breathes the fiiU fpirit 
of that amiable ambition, which at prefent feems 
generally to infpire our heroines of the ftage to 
accept of none but fliining charaflers, and never 
to prefent themfelves to the public but as illus- 
trious models of purity and grace. If virtue be 
thus captivating hy refemblance only, how 
beautiful muft it be in the reality! I cannot 
however help pitying the unknown poet, wbofc 
hopes were dafht with the following rebuke. 

Sir, 

I have run my eye over your tragedy, and ant 
beyond meafure furprized you could think of 
allotting a part to me, which is fo totally una- 
miable. Sir, I neither can, nor will, appear in 
any public charafter, which is at variance with 
my private one ; and, though I have no objec- 
tion to your fcene of felf-murder, and flatter 
myfelf I could do it juftice, yet my mind revolts 
from fpilling any blood but my own. 

I confefs there are many fine paflages and 
ifome very ftriking fituations, that would fall to 
my lot in your drama, but permit me to tell you. 
Sir, that until you can clear up the legitimacy 
of the child, you have been pleafed therein to 

lay 
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lay at my door, and will find a father for it, 
whom { may not blufli to own for a: hufband, 
you muft never hope for the affiflance of your 
humble fervant. 

The other letter is addreflbd to the fame un« 
fortunate poet from an artiA, who feems to have 
ftudied nature in her deformities only. 

Dear Difinal, 

I wait with impatience to hear of the fuccefe 
of your tragedy^ and in the mean time have 
worked off a frontifpiece for it, that you, who 
have a paffion for the terriiic, will be perfe£^Iy 
charmed with. 

I am fcandalized when^ I- hear people fiiy that 
the fine arts are proteSsd in this country^ 
nothing can be further from the truths as I aiu 
one amongft many to witneis. Painting. I pre- 
fume will not be difputed to be one of the fine 
artSy and I may fay without vanity I have feme 
pretenfions to rank with the b^ft of my brethren 
in that profeflion. 

My firfl ftudies were carried on in the capital 

of a certain county, where I; was born; and 

being determined to cbufe a ftriking fubjedt for 

Ha my 
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my debut in the Branch of portrait-painting, I 
perfwaded my grandmotjier to fit to me, and I 
am bold to fay there was great merit in my pic- 
ture, confidering it as a maiden produflion; 
particularly in the execution of a hair-mole upon 
her chin, and a wart under her eye, which I 
touched to fuch a nicety, as to make every body 
ftart, who caft their eyes upon the canvafs. 

There was a little dwarfifh lad in the parifb, 
who befides the deformity of his perfon, had a 
remarkable hare-lip, which expofed to view a 
broken row of difcoloured teeth, and was indeed 
a very brilliant fubje£t for a painter of efFe£t : I 
gave a full-length of him, that. was executed fo 
to the life, as to turn the ftomach of every body, 
who looked upon it. 

At this time there came into our town a tra- 
velling fhow-man, who amongft other ctitiofities 
of the favage kind brought with him a man-ape, 
or Ourong-outong ; and this perfon, having 
feenand admired my portrait of the little hump- 
backed dwarf, employed me to take the figure 
of his celebrated favage for the purpofe of dif- 
playing it on the outfide of his booth. Such an 
-CKcafion of introducing my art into notice 
r(purred my genius to extraordinary exertions, 
and though I muft premife that the favage was 

not 



N^i3S. THE OBSERVER. lox 

not the beft fitter in the world, yet I flatter 
myfelf I acquitted myfelf to the fatisfa£Uon of 
his keeper and did juftice to the ferocity of my 
fubjeft : I caught him in one of his moft ftrik 
ing attitudes, (landing ere& with a huge club 
in his paw : I put every mufcle into play, and 
threw fuch a terrific dignity into his features, as 
would not have difgraced the charader of a 
Nero or Caligula, I was happy to obferve the 
general notice, which was taken of my perform- 
ance by all the country folks, who reforted to 
the (how, and I believe my employer had no 
caufe to repent of having fet me upon the 
work. 

The figure of this animal with the club in his 
paw fuggefted a hint to a publican in the place 
of treating his ale-houfe with a new fign, and as 
he had been in the fervice of a noble family, 
who from antient time have borne the Bear and 
ragged fiaff for their creft, he gave me a com^ 
miffion to provide him with a fign to that efFefl : 
Though I fpared no pains to get a real bear to fit 
to me for his portrait, my endeavours proved 
abortive, and I was forced to refort to fuch 
common prints of that animal as I could obtain, 
and trufted to my imagination for fupplying 
what elfe might be wanted for the piece : As I 
H 3 wortcd 
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worked upon diis capjjtal defign i-n the room» 
where my grandmother's portrait wa$ before 
my eyes, it occurred to me to introduce th^ 
f;Mi^ hair-mole into the whifkers of Bruin^ 
which I had fo fuccefsfully copied from her chin, 
and certainly the thought was a happy one, for it 
had a pi£hirefque effeO. ; but in doing this I was 
naturally enough, though undefignedly, betrayed 
into giving fuch a general refemblance to the 
good dame in the reft of Bruin's features, that 
when it came to be exhibited on the (ign-poft 
all the people cried out upon the likenefs, and a 
malicious rumour ran through the town, that I 
had painted my grandmother inftead of the 
bear s which loft me the favour of that indulgent 
relation, though Heaven knows I was as inno- 
cent of the intention as the child unborn. 

The difguft my grandmother conceived 
againft her likenefs with the ragged ftaff, gave 
me incredible uneadnefs, and as ftie was a good 
cuftomer to the landlord and much refpcded in 
the place, he was induced to return the bear 
upon my hands. I am now thinking to what 
ufe I can turn him, and as it occurs to me, that 
by throwing a little more authority into his, 
features, and gilding his chain, he might very 
poffibly hit the likenefii of fome lord mayor of 

London 
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London in his fur-gown and gold -chain, an4 
make a refpei^able figure in feme city hall, I ani 
willing to difpofe of him to any fuch at an eafy 
price. 

As I have alfo prefervcd a fketch of noy famous 
Ourong-Outong, a thought has flruck me that 
with a few f^nifhing touches he might eafily be 
converted into a Caliban for the Tempefl^ ancj, 
when that is done, I (hall not totally defpair of 
his obtaining a niche in the Shakfpcre gallery. 

It has been common with the great mafters 
Rubens^ Vandyke^ Sir Jojhua Reynolds and others}, 
when they paint a warrior, or other great per^- 
fonage, on horfeback, to throw a dwarf, or fomc 
fuch contrafted figure, into the back-ground: 
Should any artift be in want of fuch a thing, >I 
can very readily fupply him with my hare-lipped 
boyi if otherwife, I am not totally without 
hopes that he may fuit fome Spaniih grandee, 
when any fuch fliall vifit this country upon his 
travels, or in the charaSer of ambaflador from 
that illuftrious court. 

Before I conclude I fhall beg leave to obferve, 
that I have a compleat fet of ready-made devils, 
that would do honour to Saint Antony, or any 
other perfon, who may be in want of fuch ac- 
companiments to fet off the felf-denying virtues 
H 4 of 
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of his charafter : I have alfo a fine parcel of 
murdered innocents, which I meant to have 
filled up with the ftory of Herod ; but if any 
gentleman thinks fit to lay the fcene in Ghent, 
and make a modern compofition of it, I am bold 
to fay my pretty babes will not difgrace the 
pathos of the fubjeft, nor violate the Cojluma. 
I took a notable fketch of a man hanging, and 
feized him juft in the dying twitches, before the 
laft ftretch gave a fiiffnefs and rigidity unfavour- 
able to the human figure ; this I would willingly 
accommodate to the wifhes of any lady^ who is 
defirous of preferving a portrait of her lover, 
friend or hufband in that interefling attitude. 

Thefe, cum multis alilsj are part of my ftock 
on hand, and I hope, upon my arrival at my 
lodgings in Blood-bowl-alley, to exhibit them 
with much credit to myfelf, and to the entire 
fatisfaSion of fuch of my neighbours in that 
quarter, as may incline to patronize the fine 
arts, and reftorc the credit of this drooping 
country. 

Your's, 

PORGON, 



N^ 



<( 
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"£1^ TO 7^«v r'liX^oTfia. (menandER.) 

" Still to be tattling, ftill to prate, 
•'No luxury in life fo great." 

TH E humours and charafters of a popu- 
lous county town at a diftance from the 
capital furnifh matter of much amufement to a 
curious obferver. I have now been fome weeks 
rcfident in a place of this defcription, where I 
have been continually treated with the" private 
lives and little fcandalizing anecdotes of almofl: 
every perfon of srny note in it. Having pafled 
moft of my days in the capital, I could not but 
remark the ftriking difference between it and 
thefe fubordinate capitals in this particular : in 
London we are in the habit of looking to our 
own affairs, and caring little about thofe, with 
whom we have no dealings : here every bod)r*s 
bufinefs feems to be no lefs his neighbour's con- 
cern than his own : A fet of tattling goffips 
^including all the idlers in the place male as-well 

as 
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as female) feem to have no other employment 
for their time or tongue, but to run from houfc 
to houfe, and circulate their filly ftories up and 
down. A few of thefe contemptible impertinents 
J iball now defcribe. 

Mifs Penelope Tahhy is an antiquated nlaiden 
of at leaft forty years ftanding, a great obferver of 
decorum, and particularly hurt by the behaviour 
of two young ladies, who are her next-door 
neigh*bours, for a cuftom they have of lolling 
out of their windows and talking to fellows in the 
ftreet : The charge cannot be denied, for it is cer-^- 
tainly a praftice thefe young ladies indulge them- 
felves in very freely ; but on the other hand it 
wiuft be owned Mifs Pen Tabby is alfo in the habit 
of lolling out of her window at the fame time to 
flare at them, and put them to fhame for the levity 
of their conduct : They have alfo the crime proved 
upon them of being unpardonably handfome, and 
this they neither can nor will attempt to con- 
tradidi. Mifs Pen Tabby is extremely regular at 
morning prayers, but fhe complains heavily of a 
young flaring fellow in the pew next to her own, 
who violates the folemnity of the fervice by 
ogling her at her devotions : He has a way of 
leaning over the pew, and dangling a white hand 
ornamented with a flaming pafte ring, which 

fometimes 
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fometimes plays tho lights in her eyes, fo as to 
make them water with the refledlion, and Mifs 
Pen has this very natural remark ever ready on 
the occafion— '*' Such' things, you know, arc 
** apt to take off one's attention." 

Another of this illuftrious junto is Bill^ 
Bachelor'^ an old unmarried petit-maitre : Billy 
is a courter of antient (landing ; he abounds ia 
anecdotes not of the freihcft date, nor altogether 
of -the moft interefting fort; for he will tell you 
how fuc^ and fuch a lady w^s dreffed, when he 
had die honour of handing her into the dpawingr 
room ; he has a court-atalantis of his own, from 
which he can favour you with fome hints of fly 
doings amongft maids of honour, particularly of 
a certain dubious duchefs now deceafed, (for he 
names no names) who appeared at a certain 
mafquerade in puris naturalibus^ and other won- 
derful difcoveries, which all the world has long 
ago known, and long ago been tired of. Billy 
has a fmattering \n the fine arts, for he can nett 
purfes and make admirable coffee and write 
fonnets ; he has the beft receipt in nature for ^ 
dentifrice, which he makes up with his owij 
hands, and gives to fuch ladies, as . are in his 
favour and have an even rov/ of teeth : He can 
boaft fome Ikill in mufic, for he plays Barberini'^ 

minuet 
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minuet to admiration, and accompanies the airs 
in the Beggar's opera on his^ flute in their origi- 
nal tafte: He is alfo a playhoufe critic of no 
mean pretenfions, for he remembers Mrs. Wof- 
fington, and Quin and Mrs. Cibber ; and when 
the players come to town, Billy is greatly looked 
up to, and has been known to lead a clap, where 
nobody but himfelf could find a reafon for clap'>> 
ping at all. When his vanity is in the cuc^ 
Billy Bachelor can talk to you of his amours, 
and upon occafion ftretch the truth to fave his 
credit ; particularly in accounting for a certain 
old lamenefs in his knee-pan, which fome, who 
are in the fecret, know was got by being kicked 
out of a cofFec-houfe, but which to the world at 
large he aflerts was incurred by leaping out of a 
window to fave a lady's reputation, and efcapc 
the fury of an enraged hufband. 

J)r. Pyeball is a dignitary of the church, and 
a mighty proficient in the belles lettres : He tells 
you Voltaire was a man of fome fancy and had 
a knack of writing, but he bids you beware of 
his principles, and doubts if he had any more 
chriftianity than Pontius Pilate : He has wrote 
an epigram againft a certain contemporary hif* 
torian, which cuts him up at a flroke. By a 
bappy' jargon of profeflional phrafcs with a kind 

of 
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of Socratic mode of arguing, he has fo bam- 
boozled the dons of the cathedral as to have cf- 
feSted a total revolution in their church mufic, 
making Purcell, Crofts and Handel give place 
to a quaint, quirkifh (lile, little lefs capricious 
than if the organift was to play cotillons and the 
dean and chapter dance to them. The doilor is 
a mighty admirer of thofe ingenious publica- 
tions, which are intitled The powers of the 
fcveral autliors they are felefted from i this fliort 
cut to Parnaflus not only faves him a great de:4 
of round-about riding, but fupplies him with 
many an apt couplet for off-hand quotations, 
in which he is very expert and has befides a 
clever knack of weaving th'cm into his pulpit 
cflays (for I will not call them fermons) in 
tnuch the fame v/ay as Tiddy^Doll ftuck plumbs 
en his Jhort pigs and his long pigs and bis pigs 
iviih a curley taiL By a proper fprinkllng of 
thrfe fgiritual nofegays, and the recommenda- 
tion of a foft infmuating addrefs, doftor Pyeball 
-is univerfally cried up as a very pretty genteel 
preacher, one who underftands the ^olitenefs of 
the pulpit and does not furfeit well-bred people 
' with more religion than they have ftbmachs for. 
Amiable Mifs Pen Tabby is one of his warmed 
admirers, and declares Do6lor Pyeball in his 

gown 
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gown and caflbck is quite the man of fafliion : 
The ill-natured world will have it (he has con- 
templated him in other fituatiofis with equal ap- 
probation. 

Elegant Mrs. Dainty is another ornament of 
Ais charming coterie : She is feparated from her 
hufband, but the eye of malice never fpied a 
fpeck upon her virtue; hid manners were in- 
fupportable ; fhe> good lady^ never gave him the 
leaft provocation, for ihe was always fick and 
moftly confined to her chamber in nurfing a 
delicate conftitution : Noifes racked her head ; 
company fhook her nerves all to pieces \ in the 
country flie could not live, for country do£lors 
and apothecaries knew nothing of her cafe ; in 
London fhe could not fleep, unlefs the whole 
ftreet was littered with ilraw. Her hufband 
was a man of no refinement ; all the fim fnlingt 
eftbe human heart were heathen Greek to him 5 
he loved his friend, had no quarrel with his bot- 
tle, and, coming from his club one night a little » 
Huftercd, his horrid dalliances threw Mrs. Dainty 
into ftrong hy ft erics, and the covenanted truce 
being now broken, fhe kept no farther terms 
Avith him and they feparated. It was a ftep of 
abfolute necefHty, for (he declares her life could 
no otherwile have been favedj his boifterous 

familiarities 
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familiarities would have been her death, Shs 
now leads an uncontaminated life, fuppiorting a 
feeble frame by medicine, Tipping her tea with 
her dear quiet friends every evening, chatting 
over the little hews of the day, fighing charita- 
bly when fhe hears any evil of her kind neigh« 
bours, turning off her femme-dc-chambre once 
a week or thereabouts, fondling her lap-do^ 
who IS a dear fweet pretty creature and fo fenfi* 
blc, and taking the air now and then on a pillion 
behind faithful John, who is fo careful of her, 
and fo handy, and at the fame tinie one of the 
ftbuteft, handfomeft, beft -limbed lads in zl 
England. 

Sir Hugo FitZ'Hvgo is a decayed baronet rfa 
family fo very antient, that they have long fmcc 
worn out the eftate that fupported them : Sir 
Hugo knows his own dignity none the lefs, ani 
keeps a little fnivelKng boy, who can- fcarce 
tnove under the load of worfted lace, that is 
plaiftered down the edges and feams <tf his livery: 
He leaves a vifiting card at your door, iluck as 
full of emblems as an American paper dollar. 
Sir Hugo abominates a tradednan ; his olfadory 
nerves are tortured with the fccnt of a grocer, 
6r a butcher, quite acrofs the way, and as for a 
tallow-chandler he can wind him to the very 

end 
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end of the ftreet; thcfe are people, whofe viCts 
he cannot endure; their very bills turn his 
ftomach upfide down. Sir Hugo inveighs 
againft modern manners as feverely as Cata 
would againft French cookery v he notes down 
omiffions in pundilio as a merchant does bills 
for protefling ; and in cold weather Sir Hugo is 
of fome ufe, for he fuffers no man to turn his 
back to the fire and fcreen it from the company 
who fit round: He holds it for a folecifm in 
good-breeding for any man to touch a lady's 
hand without his glove: This as a general 
maxim Mifs Pen Tabby agrees to, but doubts 
whether there are not fome cafes whpn it may be / 
waved'. He anathematizes thehercfy of a gentle- 
man's fitting at the head of a lady's table, and 
contends that the honours of the upper difli are 
the unaliei?able rights of the miftrefs of the 
family : In fliort, Sir Hugo Fitz- Hugo has more 
pride about him than he knows how to difpofe o^ 
and yet cannot find in his heart to beftow one 
atom of it upon honefty : From the world he 
merits no other praife but that of having lived 
foigle all his life, and, being the laft of his 
family ; at his deceafe the Fitz-Hugos will be 
cxtind. 

This 
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This fociety may alfd bo'aft a tien'th' mufe iri 
the perfon of the celebrated Rhodope : Her ta-* 
lents are multifarious 5 poetical, biographical^ 
epiftolary, mifcellaneous : She can reafon like 
Bocrates, difpute like Ariftotle and love like Sap- 
pho J her magnanimity equals that of Marc An- 
tony, iFor when the world was at her feet, fhe 
facrificed it all for love^ and accounted it well 
hfl. She was a philofopher in her leading- 
ftrings, and had travelled geographically over the 
globe ere fhe could fet one foot fairly before the 
other : Her cradle was rocked to the Iambic 
meafure, and (he was lulled to fleep by finging 
to her ah ode of Horace* Rhodope has written 
a book of travels full of moft enchanting inci- 
dents, which fome of her admirers fay was aSu- 
ally (ketchcd in the nurfery, and only filled up 
with little temporary touches in her riper years ; 
I know they make appeal to her flile as internal 
evidence of what they afTert about the liurfery ; 
but though I am ready to admit that it has every 
infantine charm, which they difcover in it, yet I 
cannot go the length of thinking with them, that 
a mere infant could poflxbly di£late any thing fo 
nearly approaching to the language of men and 
women : We all know that Goody Two-Jhoes^ 
and other amufing books, though written fof 

Vol. V, I childreni 
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-childrejD, wer^ not wrtttjcn by ctuldreii. Rhodo- 

pe h^ preferved fome Qngvhr curiofities in her 

mufeum : Slie hats a botj^e of cpggulatied foam, 

fometbing like tlie congealed blood of Saint Ja- 

nuari^s; this (he maintains was the veritably 

foaAX of the tremendous JMOnotaur of Crete of 

immortal memory ; there are fome indeed, whQ 

^rofe^ to. doubt this, and a&r^ that it is nptbing 

more than the flaver of a noble S^nglifK xnaftiff^ 

vrbich went tame about her houfb, and, tluHigh 

fpi;midable to thieves and interlopers, was eves 

gentle and affectionate to I^oneft men* She has^ 

a lyre in fine prefer vation, held to be 4^& identic 

cal lyre, which Phaon played upon, when he won 

ih^ h^art of the amorous Sappho \ this alio is 

li^ade matter of difpute amongft the cognofanth, 

thefe will have itto be a common Italian inftru* 

9ient, iJLich as the ladies of that country play 

upon to this day i this is a point they muft fettle 

as they can, but all agree it is a well^-ftrung inftru- 

ment, and difcourfes fiucet muftc* She has in her 

cabinet an evergreen of the cyprefs race, which 

i3 fiippofed to be the very individual (hrub, that 

led up the ball when Orpheus fiddled and the 

proves began a vegetable dance ; and this they 

t^U you was the origin of all country dances, 

now in fuch general pradice. She has alfo in 

X ber 



het pofitfltovf the crfgihfll e^Meff vMdi king 
J/^fiHi^ wroM t^ BuropS^ difluodtng^bcflp from her 
fkficQtDilis |ittitia% fdf hex' fafoiKke buB^ whien 
jfu^r hi th^ Tottik of Oaff aniina) ttoolt her otf 
iw ^{Cb of sdl Agemr\ reMonftrancts^ and cfaf ^ 
ried her acrofs the Tea with him i\pon a touTy tUit 
hiKS^ iMliortalitted her name diftnigh- the ihoft 
^UgkteiMdqual-tcr of fte globe : Rbodope id (b 
Kimiciaus of this manufctipt^ that fli^ rardy 'U^ 
4alg^)( the cuiioffty of her friends widi at fi^t o£ 
it) Af^ W written an aniwer in Bwrtptt^ bei- 
ludlafter the maikkHr of Oyid^s epiftte, in which 
flie- makest a* ^ry kigelik^9^defbhi:fe fbr Ker b6* 
A)inej and every body^ mv^ h&s fte^n &a vHiote 
c^fiie oorfcfpondence, aHow^ that Agenif^tt^ 
ffki^a man, who knew little" tH buti^atn naturey 
^iiA'dSaAl^odfift in her reply has the bleft of di^ 
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NOTHIN© now remains fbf ebtftpteat- 
ing'thelitcr^yattilabtrf Greece, accord- 
ing to the plan I havef proceeded upon in the 
foregorhg volumes, but tb give fome accouht of 
tiie Diflftitia withiathatl period of time^ which 
I a commences 
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commences with the death of ^(Vlexander of Mar 
ctdon and. concludes with that of Menander, or 
;at moft extends to a V^ry few years beyond it, 
.when the curtain may^ figuratively be faid to 
haye-dropt upon all the glories of the Athenian 
•ftage.. 

Xhi?» though the rlaft, is yet a brilliant aera, 
/or now flouriflied Menander^ Phikmon^ Diphi-- 
' lusy Apollodorusy PhilippideSj Pofidippus ; poets 
no left celebrated for the? luxuriancy than for the 
elegance of their genius ; all writers .of the Nrtv 
Comedy ; which, if it had not all the wit and. fire 
of the old fatirical drama produced in times qf 
greater public freedom, is generally reputed to 
have been far fuperior to it in delicacy, regularity 
and decorum. All attacks upon living charac* 
ters ceafed with what is properly denominated 
the Old Comedy ; the writers of the Mddle Clafs 
contented themfelves with venting their raillery 
upon the works of their dramatic predeceflbrs ; 
the perfons and politics of their contemporaries 
were fafe ; whereas neither the higheft ftation, 
nor the brighteft tiJent^ were any fure protec- 
tion from the unreftraincd invediives of the 
comic mufe in her earlieft fallies. 

The poets under our prefent review were not 

hqwever.fo clofely circumfcribed, as to be afraid 

' of 
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q( indulging tHcir talentfbr ridicule and fatlre.i^- 
on topics of;a general natures without alatitadd' 
like this cohiedy could^ hardly have cxiftedi buc 
this was not all, for amongft their fragments fonie 
are to be found, which advance fentiments aiid 
ppinions fo diredly in the teeth of «the popular re- 
ligion, that we cannot but admire at the extraor- 
dinary toleration of their pagan audiehoes. Ju/itH 
quotes a paflage from Menander's comedy of 
The Charioteer^ in which an old mendicant is 
introduced carrying about a painted figure of the 
Great Mother of the Gods, after the manner of 
the prefent Popifti Rofaries, and begging a boon 
as ufual on thofe occafions ; the perfon addfefT^d 
for hi^ fubfcription, contemptuoufly replies — *^ I 
'' have no reliih for fuch deities as ftroll about 
'' with an. old beggar-woman from door to door, 
" nor for that painted cloth you have the impu- 
*' dence to thruft into my prefence : Let me tell 
" you, woman, if your Mothctt'of the Gods was 
*' good for any thing, (he. would keep to her 
*' ovfti ftationand take charge of none but thofe, 
*' who merit her proteftion by their piety and 
" devotion." This rebufF is of k piece with the 
furly anfwer of the cynic. Antijihenes^ ' recorded 
by Clemens Jlexandrinus^ when, being teazed by 
thefe mendicants, the philofophcr replied— "Let 
I 3 « the 
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^ the Gods proTiie for dicir own Mother » 1 am 
^ not boimd to maiotain Imf/' In anocktr /rag;. 
metit^ quoted both by Qemtm and Buf$biut^ 
Menaoder breaks forth into a bolder rha|ifodf| 
l^bkh brieathei the fpirit and nearly tfae vary 
word$ of the Hebrew prophets : a perfon (in 
what drama does not appear) addreffiw Ms coai* 
pamoA in the foene feo this tfkSt -«* ^ If any 
«^ mant O Pamphtlus, thinks that Qod will be 
^ well |deafi:d with the (acrifice of mukitudat 
^< of oxen or of goaia, or of any other v\iQam%\ 
^ or by robing his ftn^gts in cloth of gold and 
^ purple, and decking them out with ivory and 
*^ emeralds ; thai man deceives himielf, and his 
^^ imijiginatipns are vain 1 le;t him rather ftudy 
^ to conpliate Godfs favour by doing good to 
^^ all floeo^ J|^ him abftain from violation and 
4< adultery 1 let him not commit theft or murder 
^^ throfigh ith^ Mift <pf money i nay coitt m^ O 
^ Pan^ihilus^ /o muph even as the thread of 
«^ anothnr's iiee4e> hr God is «ver prefent and 
^* l^s dye :is jupocr thee.^ This will kfvt in 
the pl^ce ^ mgny more pa^ges, which might 
^ addMpod^ :to proae dbat the comic poets of 
4bis i^eripd avetje not only bold declaimers 
|lga^ni^ tlie vkp and i^nmondity of die age they 
iWediib M tiMlbBy nAturcd opoi^ truths and 

xlodrines 
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dbdlrines ih religion totally irreconcileatile to 
the popular fuperftition and idc^atries of the 
heathen world. 

' It was on the new comedy of the Greets that 
tiic Roman writers in general founded thiilr's, 
and this they feem to have accomjililhed by the 
fervile vehicle of tranflation : It is faid that Te- 
rence alone tranflated all Mehinder*s pli^ys, ^lid 
thefe by the loweft account aihoiinted to eighty \ 
fome authorities more than double them, an im- 
probable niimber to have been compofed by a 
poet, who died at the age of fifty, or very little 
after. 

^in et lofiga diis dilebit fcripta Menandrii 
J£t quandoqui Itvis cartmna ful<vis erunt* 

(t. FABER.) 

Menandif viras borri at Athens^ the fen of 
Diopethis and Hegejiftr^a : Ht Wa« educated in 
the fchool of The^hrdJIus ihH pcfrlpiatetic, Arif- 
totle*s (Uecefibr : At thft dirly age of (wetity h^ 
began to write for the ftage, s(hd hii paffiohs 
feem to have been no Ids forward an^l impetuous 
than his genius \ hia attachmefnt to the fair feic 
and efpefiidly to his miftrefs Glycera is upoii 
record, and was vehement in the extreme | ftvt^ 
l4 ral 
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ral of his epiftles to that celebrated courtefan^ 
written in a very ardent ftile, were collefted and 
made puWic after his deceafe: The celebrity of 
his mufe, and the brilliancy of his wit were pro- 
bably his chief recommendations to that lady's 
favour i for it ihould feem that nature had not 
been very-partial to his extecnal, befides which 
he fquinted moft egregioufly, and was of a tem^ 
per extremely irafcible ; If we were to take his 
charadler as a writer from no other authorities 
but of the fragments, we fhould form a very dif» 
fiprent idea from that of Piinyj who (ays he was 
emnis luxuria interprcs^ and this even Plutarch 
his avowed panegyrift is candid enough to admit; 
Ovid alfo fays— » 

«« The gay Menander charms aach youthful heart, 
** And Love in every fable claims a part/* 

However this may be, the remains, which 
have come down to us, bear the (lamp of an 
auftere a^id gloomy tpufe rather than of a waa-f 
ton and yoluptupus one ; but thefe it muft bo 
owned prove little 5 7>r^«^^ is fuppofedtohave 
f:opied all his comedies from Menander, except 
the Phormio and the Hecyra^ and he gives us the 
beft infigh^ into the charaficr of his elegant 
priginal. 

AU 



NM37- THE OBSERVER; S2t 

All Greece feems to have joined in lamenting 
the premature lofs of this celebrated poet. Who 
i^nfortunately perifhed as he was bathing in the 
Pirsean harbour, to which Ovid alludes in hifi 
Ibis— 

Comicus ui tiquUis ferlit dum nahat inundis. 

This happened in Olymp. CXXIJi his firit 
comedy, intitlcd Orge was perform'ed in OIymp» 
CXV, which gives him fomething lefs than 
thirty years for the produ£lion of more than on^ 
hundred plays, and if. we take the .former ac^ 
count of his beginning, to write for the ftage' at 
the age of twenty, it will agree with what we havq 
before faid refpeding the age at which he died* . 

Fatal as was the Piraean fca to the perfon of 
this lamented poet,, poftcrity has more caufe to 
execrate that barbarous gulph, which has fwal« 
lowed up his works; nor his alone, but thofe of 
above two hundred other eminent dramatic poets^ 
wfaofe labours are totally loft and extinguifhed. 
We have fome lines of Callimachus upon the 
At2t\i oi Mmander^ who was one amongft many 
of his poetic furvivors, that paid the tribute of 
their ingenious forrow to his memory: Nor poett 
only, but princes bewailed his lofs, particularly 
fUlemy the fon of Lagus^ who loved and favoured 

bim 
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lum vtiy gready, and mainuined a friendly cor- 
tefpondence iHth him till his deatb; feme of 
Menander's letters to this fsfince were publiihed 
WHh diofe iiddrdfled to his beloved Glycera. 

Though many great authorities concur if| 
placing Menander decidedly at the head of all 
tlie comic writers of his time, yet his contempo* 
ranesimuft have been of a diSerent ppinioni or 
elfe his rifds were more popular with their 
judges^ for cut of one hundred and five corner 
dies, which Apolkdonu ifcribes to him, he telll 
us that he obtained Ofdy eight prizes, and thai 
Tbilewun in particular triumf^ed over him m 
the fuffrages of the theatre very frequently. If 
thefe decifi6ns were fo ^aringly unjuft and par* 
ttal as ^we are taught to believe they were, we 
liave fome fort of apdogy for the (arcaftic quef* 
tion put to his fuccefsful competitor, when upon 
meeting htm he faid*^^^ Do you not bluih, Phi* 
** lemon, when you prevail over me?" This 
fiinecdobe however at beft only proves that 
Menander rated his own merits Very highly, and 
that, if they were unjuftiy treated by thofe, who 
decided for Philemon, he laid the blame upon 
die wrong perfon, and hetrayed a very irriuble 
tett^ upon the occafimu 

We 
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Wc hare a collcaion of Menander^s frag- 
ments and the titles of feventy-three comedies ^ 
the fragments confilr only of ftort fentcnces» 
and do not give us die fpirit and chara£ler of 
the dialogue, much !tfs of any one entire fcene ; 
for though Hertelius has gone further than 
Grdtius and Li derc in arranging them under 
liiftiBd topics, and has brought into one view 
every paflage of a corref^ondent fort, ftill it is a 
mere disjointed medley, interefting only to the 
curious, but affording litde edification to the 
generality of readers : Many of them however 
are to be r^pefied for their moral fcntimenl^ 
fyaae are of a very elevated caft, and others^ 
(more in number than I could wilh) of a gloomy, 
.iK:rimoniou8 and morofe quality. 

Antient authorities arc neverthelefs fo loud in 
the praife of Menajider, that we cannot doubt of 
his excellence, ^intiUan after applauding him 
for his peculiar addrcfs in preferving the man- 
ners and diftin(^kMi$ propm* to every chara£ler 
he introduces on his icene, adds in general terms, 
** that he eclipfes every writer of his clafs, and 
" by the fuperior brilliancy of bis genius throws 
*' them all into (hade." — He condemns the per- 
verted judgment of hi» conteinpotaries for af- 

feeing 
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fcfting to prefer Philemon on fo many occa- 
fions ; and Q J, Cafatj whilft he is pafling a 
compliment upon Tercnc^ ftiles hitn only dlmi^ 
diatum Menandrum. Dion Chryfoftom recom- 
mends him as a model for all who ftudy to excel 
in oratory, *' and let none of our wife men re- 
** prehend me,'* he adds, " for preferring Me- 
^ nandei* to the old comic poets, inafmuch as his 
^ art in delineating the various manners and 
•* graces is more to be efteemed than all the 
*' force and vehemence of the antient drama.'? 
There is fo much claiTical elegance in the lines^ 
which T. Faber has prefixed to his edition of 
Terencey particularly in the introdudory ftanza, 
and this is withal fo appofite to the fubje£l ia 
hand, that I (hall conclude this paper by tran^ 
fcribing it» 

Sacrum Menandri peSus 
Aura jam reliqueraty 
Fagulaque aitifnula 
Mlyfias pemtrarat eras | 
^um dolore percita^ 
Firgineafque 
Suffufa lacrymis genasg 
Hue et illuc curjitarunt 
Perque lucos, perque monUs, 
Fir que 'valllumjlnusy 

Curjitarunt 
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Curfiiarunt Gratia^ 
Sluerentes Jibi 
^eis n^vafidibus 
Templa ponert poffent. 
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apparent rari nantes in gurgiU v^ijld^ 

(viRGIL,)' 

THE various authors, who have contrl^ 
buted to the collecSyon of Menaiider's rc*- 
mains, feem to have extrafted from him, as if b)r 
general agreement, little elfe but the moft unfa- 
vourable delineations of ^ the human charafler: 
So far from finding thofe facetious and fprightljr, 
failles to be expeSed from a comic writer, thofe 
voluptuous defcriptions, which Pliny alludes toi^ 
or any fragments of the love fcenes Ovid tells 
us he fo abounded in, we meet a melancholy 
difplay of the miferies, the enormities, the re- 
pi nings of mankind. 

What can be more gloomy and mifanthropic 
than the following ftrain of difcontent, extra<2ed 
by Euftathius !— 

'« Suppofc 
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" Suppofe fome God fliould fay"— « Die when thou wilt* 
« Mortal, expeffc another life o» caith j. 

< And for that life make -choice of all creation 

< What thou wilt be ; dog, ibe^ gQtt> man or horfe i 

< For live again thou mnft { it i^ thy fate : 

< Chufe only in what form \ there tbou^ art free—* 
« So help me, Crato, I wouM fairly anfwer— 

« Let me be all things, any thing bat man ! 

<* He only of all creatures feels affli6lion : 

" The generous horfe is valued for his worth, 

«* And dog by merit is prefcrr'd to dog 5 

f I Tbef waftfer cock is pamperM for his courage, 

«< And awes the bafer brood«»fiut what is man ? 

«« Truth, virtue, valour, how do they avail him ? 

« Of this worid^s good the Mi and greatefl (hare 

M If fijittnry*8 prize { the infionner takes the next, 

<< And bacefaced knavery garbles what is left. 

<* rd rather be an afs than what I am> 

«« And fee thcfe villains lord it o'er their betters/* 

Anodier fragment prefents itielf of the fame 
Gofty but coloured a little nearer to the hue of^ 
comedy— * 

« All creatures are more bleft in their condition, 
^ And in their- natures worthier than man. 
<* Look at yond afs I— a forry bead, you'llfay, 
<< Andfuch in Cruth he is^poor, haplefs thing ! 
<< Yet theib his fuflferings fpring not from himfelf, 
<< For all that Nature gave him he enjoys \ 

« Whilft 
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*• Wbilft W9f bifidcs our adfeflkry ills, 

«< Makeourfetvesfocrqw^cifwrQwi^WgfHfnci 

*'lf^ man foceze, we're 64-*fQr that's ill l^ck | 

<* If he traduce us, we rim mad with rage i 

" A dream, a rapour throws us into terrors, 

•< And let the night-owl hoot, we melt with fear: 

«« Anxieties, opinions, laws, ambition, 

** All thefe ave totments wt may thank omflivfs 6of.^ 

The reader will obferve that theft are fpccU 
mens of a general difguft againft mankind, and 
cf difcontent with theoommon lot of human Ike $ 
at fuch they can claf& with the humour of ao 
other chara£ter but that of an abiblute mifaib* 
thrope, a kind cf Timing fijf general mve<3ive 
diiFers widely from that, which is pothted againft 
any particular vice or foUy, and in fa£t can hardljr 
be confidered as fidling within the provilKX of 
comedy in any ca&w 

If Mcnander hath been juiUy cdcbrated fof 
his faithful pi6lures of the living manners of the 
age he wrote in, we cannot but receive a gloomy 
imprefiion from the dark and difmal tints, in 
which thefe fketches are caft ; and though the 
age we live in hath follies and failings enough 
ftill to feed the comic poet's appetite for fatire, 
we may confole ourCelves in the comparifon of 
our own time with his, provided the ftage is to 

be 
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be regarded as a faithful mirror in both inftances. 
It is not however improbable but the writers of 
the new comedy might fall with more feverity 
upon general vices to revenge themfelves for the 
reftri£lions they were fubjefted to with reipedl to 
perfonalities : Add to this, that as far as the early 
Chriftian writers were concerned in felefling 
thefe paflages, it may well be fuppofed they would 
naturally take the moft moral and fententious 
from amongft the comedies they quoted, and fuch 
as afforded grave and ufeful remarks upon life^ 
harmonizing with their own do£lrines and in- 
flrufliions. More efpecially it is to be fuppofed 
that they would eagerly catch at any of thofe 
paffages, which exhibit purer and more worthy 
notions of the Being and Providence of God, 
than the vulgar herd of Heathens were known to 
entertain : Of this caft is the following contemp-» 
tuous ridicule upon the Pagan ceremony of luf- 
tration. 

«< If yonr complaints were feripus, 'twould be well 
<< You fought aferious cure, but for weak> minds 
«* Weak med'cines may fuffice— Go, call around you 
«< The women with their punfying water ; 
** Drug it with fait and lentils, and then take 
«< A treble fprinkling from the holy mefs ; 

« Now 



* 
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«< Now fcarch your heart j if that reproach you not, 
•* Then and then only you are truly pure." 

(BX PAMULO MATRIS JDE^.) 

I am forry to remark that amongft all the frag- 
ments of this poet not one has been prcferved, 
that is ftampt with even the flighteft commenda- 
tion of the fair fex : On the contrary I find abun- 
dance of inveSive, chiefly againft marriage and 
married women, often coarfe arid always bitter : 
I may venture to fay, if there was a fmgle woman 
in all Athens, who merited one good word, it is 
one more thah the firidleft fcrutiny can difcovcr 
in his remains. Mark how he rails !— * 

" If fuch the fex, wat not the fentencc juft, 

" That riveted Prometheus to his rock ?-i 

«* —Why, for what crime ?— A fpark, a little fpirkj 

«< But, Oh ye Gods ! how infinite the mifchief-* 

«* That little fpark gave being to a woman, 

«* And let in a* new race of plagues to curfe us. 

" Where is the man that weds ? (hew me the wretch t 

" Woe to his lot !— .Infatiable defircs) 

" His rtuptial bed defiled, poifonings and plots 

«« Artd riialadics untold — thfcfe are the Fruits 

«* Of marriage^ thcfc the bleffingt of a wife/' 

The poet, who can thus lend his wit to libel 
the greateft WciBing of life, may well be ingenious 
in depreciating life itfelf — 
Vol. V. K « The 
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*« The lot of all moft fortunate is his, 

•« Who having (laid juft long enough on earth 

" To feaft his fight with this fair face of nature, 

«' Sun, fca and cloud« and Heaven's bright ftarry fires, 

«' Drops without pain into an early grave. ^ 

<« For what is life, the longeft life of man, 

** But the fame fcene repeated o'er and o*er ? 

<* A few more lingering days to be confum'd 

** In throngs and crqwd?, with (hai'pers, knaves and 

•* thieves J 
** From fuch the fpeedleft riddance is the beft," . 

Having given fome paflages from this poet, 
where he fpeaks in the character of a mifanthro- 
pifl, it is but juftice to exhibit him as a moralift : 
If the following fragment fuggefts no new ideas 
upon the fubjecSt of Envy^ it will at leaft ferve to 
convince us that mankind in all ages have thought 
alike upon that defpicable pafEon— 

" Thou feem'ft to me, young man, not to perceive 

*« That every thing contains within itfelf 

•* The feeds and fources of its own corruption : 

<* The cankering ruft corrodes the brighteft ftecl j 

** The moth frets out your garment, and tlie worm 

<< Eats its (low way into the folid oak 5 

*« But Envy, of all evil things the worit, 

•* The fame to-day, to-morrow and for ever, 

<< Saps and confumes the heart, in which it lurks/* 

8 In 
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In the fragment next enfuing an old man h 
reproved for the vice of covetoufnefs ; there is 
a delicacy in the manner of it, that well becomes 
both the age and condition of the fpeaker, for he 
is a youth, and fon to the charaSer, whom he 
addreffes : This fragment is extrafted from the 
comedy intitled Dyfcolus (the Churl) which 
Plautus is faid to have tranflated and performed 
under its original title; but of this only a few 
fragments remain in our volume of that poet ; 
probably the father herein addrefled is the perfon 
who gives name to the c omed y— 

«« Weak Is the Vanity, tbat boafts of riches, 

*< For they are fleeting things j were they not fUch, 

«* Could they be your's to all fucceeding lime, 

" TVere wife to let none fhare in the poffefllon ; 

•* But if whatever you have is held of fortune 

" And not of right inherent j why, my father, 

«< Why with fuch niggard jcaloufy engrofs 

" What the next hour may ravilh from your grgfp, 

"And caft into fome Worthlefs favorite's lap ? 

" Snatch then the fwift occafion while 'tis your's j 

*« Put this unftablc boon to noble ufes j 

" Poller the wants of men, impart your wealth 

" And purchafe friends 5 'twill be more lading treafure, 

«« And, when misfortune comes, your bed refourcc/' 

There is another fragment of a more comic 
K 2 forr, 
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fort, which is a reliquc of The Minjirely pointed . 
at the fame vice— ' 

«* Ne'er inift me, Phanias, but I thought till now, 
•* That you rich fellows had the knack of fleeping 
** A good found nap, that held you for the nrght j 
** And not like us poor rogues, who tofs and tum^ 
" Sighing, Ab me! and gfiumbling at our duns t 
« But now I find, in fpite of all your money, 
'< You reft no better than your needy neighbours, 
" And forrow is the common lot of all/* 

We are indebted to Plutarch for a very refpec- 
table fragment of his favourite poet; he quote? 
it for the confolatory advice it contains, and 
addrefTes it to Apollonius; I give it to my 
readers as one of the moft valuable fpecimens of 
its author. 

" If you, O Trophimus, and you alone 
*« Of all your mother's fons have Nature's charter 
** For privilege of pleafure? uncontroul'd, 
" With full exemption from the ftrokes of Fortune, 
« And that fome god hath ratified the grant, 
« You then with caufe may vent your loud reproach, 
«« For he hath broke your charter and betrayM you ; 
« But if you live and breathe the cofnmoh air 
«< On the fame terms as we do, Acn I tell you, 
« And tell it in the tragic poet*s words — 
OfyourpbiUfipbjfjfou make no ufe, 
Ifyw giv$flace to acddmtal iviUt^ 

« The 
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** The fura of which philofophy is this—- 

•• Yiou arc a roan, and therefore Fortune's fport, 

<< This hour exalted and the next abasM t 

f* You arc a man, and, tho' by nature weak, 

** By nature arrogant, climbing to heights 

*« That mock your reach and cnifh you in the fall : 

«• Nor was the blefling you have loft the beft 

<* Of all life's bleflings, nor is your misfortune 

<« yht worft of its affliftions ; therefore, Trbphimus, 

** Make i^ not fuch by overftraio'd complaints, 

** But to your difappointment fuit your forrow/' 

The lines it Italics quoted from Shakfper^'s 
'Julius Cafar^ notoi>ly cqrrefpond with the exa<Sl 
meaning of the original, but are alfo appofite a$ 
a quotation from a tragic poet, Menan3er him- 
felf having applied the words of fome one of the 
writers of tragedy, probably Euripides. 
^Amongft the fmaller fragments there are fevc- 
r^l gpod apothegms, fome brief moral maxims 
well o^prefled, and though not many of thofe witty 
points, yrhjch are fo frequent in Jriflophanesj ye^ 
there are fome fpecimens of the Fiscomicay which 
have 2^ very ingenious ti^rn of words in their 
own tongue ; but generally fucji pafTages elude 
tranflation, — ^This quaint confeflipn from the 
mouth of an old qiifer is of that fort.—.** I own 
*' I am rich, abominably rich ; all the world ac- 
" cufcs ipc of being a very warm old fellow, but 
K 3 " no| 
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** not a foul alive can flander me fo far as to (ay 
« I am a happy one."— rThe following fcrap 
once belonged to The Thrajyleon ; 

f< You fay not always wifely, KfKnv thy f elf t 
« Know others, oft times is the better mabcim/* 

A ftrong moral truth told with epigrammatio 
neatnefs ftrikes me in this pointed remark— 

** Of all bad things, with which Mankind are curft, 
« Their own bad tempers furely are the worft." 

I could not pafs over a Ihort but touching 
apoftrophe quoted froni the comedy of The 
Olynthiatt-^ 

<* What pity 'tis, when happy Nature rears 

*' A noble pile, that Fortune fliould overthrow it l" 

I fhali conclude with a fragment of the decla- 
matory fort, not as offering any novelty either in 
the fentiment or expreffion, but fimply for the 
iake of contrafting it with other fpecimens—- 

*« If you wou'*d know of what frail ftuff you're made, 
*« Go to the tombs of the illuftrious Dead ; 
*< There reft the bones of Kings, there Tyrants rot 5 
«< There fleep the Rich, the Noble and the Wife j 
/< There Pride, Ambition, Beauty's faireft form, 
f< All duft alike, compound one common mafs : 
1< Reflca on thele, and in them fee yourfelf.** 

I noMf 
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I now take leave of Menander, the moft renowned 
of the writers of the latter comedy, and if my 
readers (hall remark,, that thefe fragments of a 
poet fo eminent iri his time vffer nothing, which 
has not been faid over and over again by poets 
of our own, I hope it will ferve to ftrengthen 
their convidion, that frequently there (ball be 
a coincidence of fcntiment and expreflion be- 
tween authors without communication ; for it 
will hardly be fuppofed that pUgiarifms have been 
committed upon thefe fragments, and much lefs 
upon others of more obfcurity, which I have in 
former papers introduced into our language. 

In ihort I fboiild be happy, if any thing I have 
done now or may hereafter do, flijlllTerve to mi- 
tigate the zeal' of critics for detecting their con^ 
temporaries in' pretended "pllfering's and mifde- 
meanburs, where the letter of the law may per- 
haps appear agairift them, but the fpirit of it, if . 
interpreted with canadiir, condemns them nor, 
I Would call upon them, as T^r^wr^ did upon his 
audience, to refle£l that rneii in ^ill ages will 
think and fpeak alike.'— 

NiUIupt ^ftjam di^um, quod non dtSlumJit pfius i 
Square aquum eft 'vos co^nofcere of que igmfcerey 
^a 'veteres fa^itarunt Ji faciunt no'vu 

K 4 N« 
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Habent tamen et alii quoque comiciy ft cum venia 
legantufy quadaniy qua pojjis deccrtere^ et pra-^ 
cipue PhileiDon j qui^ ui pravisfui temparis ju^ 
diciis Menandro Joepi pralatus eji^ ita confenfu 
tatfi^n omnium meruit ejfe fecundus. 

(quintil. lib. X.) 

THERE is not i^iniongft all the Gre^k 
dramatic poets a mo^e amiable charadter 
than Philemon : He was a SyracuGm by Suidas's 
account, but Strabo fays he was born in Solas 
a city of Cilici;;i : Hp was fome years elder than 
Menander, anfl no unworthy rival of that poet, 
though more frequently fi^ccefsful in his compe- 
titions with him than the critics in general feem 
to think he deferved to be ; Of this we can form 
little or no judgment ; they^ who had accefs to 
the works of both authors, had the bc(l materials 
to decide upon, Apuleius however fpeaks rather 
doubtingly in the comparifon, for he fays of 
Philemon that he was fortajfc tmpar | to which 

h« 
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he fubjoins, that " though his frequent triumphs 
^< over Menander are not reputable to infift 
** upon, yet there are to be found in him many. 
*' witty firol^es^ plot$ ingenioufly dlfpofed, 
*' difcoveries ftrikingly brought to light, charac- 
<< ters well adapted to their parts, fentiments 
" that accord with human lifc^" — ^oca non infra 
foccum^ ftr\a non ufque cothurnum^ viz, " Jefts 
** that do not degrade the foclc, gravity that 
*^ does not intrench upon the buflcin." 

Philenion lived p the extraordinary age of one 
hundred and one years, in which time he com- 
pqfed ninety comedies ; a competent colledlion 
it muft be owned, though not to be compared 
to the bul)c of Menander's produ£lions, who in 
half the time wrote more in number, and with a 
rapidity, for which we have his own word, ** for 
** wb^n } hav^ pnce determined upon the plot," 
lays he, " I confider the work as finifhed." The 
longevity ©f Philemon w^s the refult of great 
temperance and ^ placid frame of mind : Frugal 
to a degree tl^at fubje<Sted him to the (Charge of 
avarice, he never weakened his faculties and 
conftitution by excefs, and as he fummed up all 
his wiihes in one rational and moderate petition 
to Heaven, which thrqws a moft favourable light 
|ipon his character, it \% with pleafure I record^ 
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it. — " I pray for health in the firft place ; in the 
^ next for fuccefs in my undertakings;- thirdly, 
** for a chca^fu^ heart^ and laftTy, td be out of 
" debt to alj mankind.*'— This temperate »>eti- 
tion fecms to h^ve been granted ii\ &11 particu- 
lars; he was bleflcd with a long and healthful " 
life; he was fuccefsful in his undertakings to a 
degree, which pofterity fecms to think above his 
merits, and he triumphed over all his' cbmpctr- ' 
tors more perhaps through the fuavity of his 
manners than fromany aftual fuperiority of his 
talents : That he was of a gay and happy fpn-it 
there is every reafon to believe, and his cecono-p 
myfecured to hirn that rndependatit competency, 
which put him in poffeflion of the fihal'objfeft of 
his wifties. As he lived in conftarit ftrenity of 
mind, fo he died without pain of body ^ for hav- 
ing called together a number of his friends 
10 the reading of a play, which he ha'd newly 
finiflied, and fitting, as was the cdftofn ill that 
fcrene climate, under the open canopy 6f Hea- 
ven, an unforefeen fall of rain brok6 up the 
company juft'when the old mart had 'gc«: ihto 
hte third aft in the' very warmeft interfeft$'of his 
fable: His hearers difappointed by' this unluclcy 
check to their entertainn^ent interceded with 
}iwn for the remainder on theday following, to 

"yvhjch 
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which he readily aflented ; and a great company 
being then afTembled, whom the fame of the re« 
hearfal had brought together, they fate a confl- 
derable time in eager expefbition of the poet, 
till wearied out with waiting, and unable to ac« 
count for his impunduality, fome of his inti-* 
m^tes ,were difpatcht in queft of him, who, 
having entered, his hoiife and made theijr way ta 
his chamber, found the o|d man dead on his 
couch, in his ufual meditating pofture, his fea^ 
tures placid and compofed, and with every fymp- 
torn, that indicated a death without pain of 
ftruggle. 

This 19 jffml^UAH account, but Qelsan embeU 
lifhes the ftory with a vifion, in which he pre- 
tends that nine fair damiels appeared to Phile^ 
mon, and upon his accofting them as they were 
going out of the door,, demanding why they 
would leave him> they told him it was becaufe it 
was not permitted to. man to hold converfe 
with the Immortals : Upon waking from this 
trance or vifion> Philemon related it to his page, 
^d then getting iip feturned to his ftudies, and 
put the Ufthandto the comedy he was em-- 
ployed upon : ^ That, done,'* fays Oeliartj ** he 
^^ ftretched himfelf on his* couch and quietly 
expired/* From this filly anecdote he draws 

ari 
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an inference, whiclj without his help the world 
had probaby difcovered, viz. That Philemon 
truly was in favour with the Mufes, 

Valerius Maximus varies from both thefe au- 
thors in his account of the death of this aged 
poet; he tells us Philemon was fuiFocated by a 
fudden fit of laughter upon feeing an afs, who 
had found his way into the houfe, devour a plate 
of figs, which his page had provided for him ; 
that he called out to the boy to drive away the 
afs, but when this order was not executed before 
the animal had emptied the plate, be bade his 
page pour out a goblet of wine and prefent it to 
the plunderer to compleat his entertainment; 
tickled with the pleafantry of this conceit, and 
no lefs with the grotefque attitude and adventure 
of the animal, Pl^ilemon was feized with a fk of - 
laughing and in that fit expired. 

The fragments of Philemon arc v^ general of 
a fentimental, tender caft, and, though they en- 
forde found and ftri£l morality, yet no one in- 
flaj^ce occurs of that gloomy nufanthropy, that 
harfti and dogmatizing fpirit, which too often 
marks the maxims of his more illuftrious rival : 
The following fpecimcn will illuftrate what I af- 
fert-^It is clear that our poet has Mfchylus in 
his eye. 

M AU 
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«« All are not Juft, becaufie they do no wrorigi 
♦* But he, who will not wrong me when he ma]r> 
«* He i8 the truly Juft. I praife not them, 
*< Who in their petty dealings pilfer not ; 
•< But him, whofe confcience fpums a fecret fraud, 
** When he might plunder and defy furprize : 
" His be the praife, who looking down with fcorn 
«* On the falfe judgement of the partial herd, 
«< Cpnfults his own clear heart, and boldly dares 
*• To be, not to be thought, an houcft Man/' 

I flatter myfelf the reader will be pleafed with 
the following animated apoftrophe, which is A 
ff agment of the Ignifer^^ 

'< Now by the Gods, it is not in the power 
** Of painting or'of fculpture to exprefs 
•« Aught fo divine as the fair form of Truth X 
<« The creatures of their art may catch the eye> 
** But her fweet nature captivates the foul.'* 

1 fhall next produce a paffage from the Pyrr-^ 
huSy which breathes fo foft and phcid a fpirit, 
and fo perfeftly harmonizes with the amiabk 
chaiiafler of the poet I arii reviewing, that it is 
with pleafurel prefent it to my readers— 

•* Philofophers confume much lime and pain^ 
•** To feek the Sovereign Good, nor is there one, 
** Who yet hath ftruck upon it : Virtue fomej 
*^« And Prudence fome contend for, whillt the knot 
*« Grows harder by their ftrwggles to untyc it. 

" I, » 
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« I^ a mere clown, in turning up the foil 

«« Have dug the fecret forth — All-gracious Jove I 

« 'Tis Peace, moft lovely and of all belov'd ; 

«« Peace is the bounteous Goddefs, who beftowi 

«« Weddings and holidays and joyous feafts, 

<* Relations, friends, health, plenty, fecial comforts 

** And pleafures, which alone make life a bleffing.'* 

Stobaus has preferved . a fragment of the Ephe^ 
buSy which is of a mild and plaintive charafter | 
though it fpeaks the language of the deepeft for- 
. row, It fpeaks at the fame time the language of 
humanity ; there is no turbulence, no inveftive j 
it is calculated to move our pity, not excite our 
horror — 

«* 'Tis not on them alone, who tempt the fea, 
** That the ftorm breaks, it whelms e'en us, O Laches^ 
«* Whether we pace the open colonnade, 
" Or to the inmoft fhelter of our houfe 
«* Shrink from its rage. The failor for a day, 
** A night perhaps, is bandied up and down, 
*« And then anon repofes, when the wind 
« Veers to the wifht-for point, and wafts him home a 
•< But I know no repofe j not one day only, 
•* But eveiy day to the laft hour of life 
*' Deeper and deeper I am plung'd in woe." 

In all the remains of this engaging author 
there feems a charafleriflic gentlenefs of man- 
ners ; where he gives advice, it is recommended 

rather 
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rather than impofed ; his reproofs arc foftcncd 
with fuch an air of good humour, as gives a 
grace to infl:ru6iion,and fmiles whilft itcorre£b: 
Can e^fperie nee tutor indifcretion in milder terms 
than thefe ?— 

<* O Clcon, ccafc to trifle thus with life : 
«« A mind, Co baircn of experience, 
« Can hoard up nought but miferyy believe me. 
** The fliipwrccktmariHcr muft fink outright, 
** Who makes no effort to regain the fliore : 
" The needy wretch, who never learnt a trade, 
*« And will not work, niuft ftarve — What tben^ you cry? 
<« My r;Vi&/j— Ji'rail fecurity— Afv^^ir/wj, 
*« My houfes, my eft ate — Alas, my friend, 
<* Fortune makes quick difpatch, and in a day 
" Can ftrip you hare as beggaiy itfclf, 
«< Grant that you now had piloted your bark 
*« Into good fortune's haven, anchored there 
«« And moor'd her fafe as caution couM devlfe j 
«« Vet if the headilrong paflions fcize the helm 
*« And turn her out to fea, the ftonny gufts 
<* Shall rife and blow you out of fight of port, 
«< Never to reach profperity again — 
«* What tell you me ? have 1 not friends to fly to ? 
" / have ; Ami ivili npt thofe kind friends froteS me .^*- 
" Better it were you (hall not need their fervice, 
« And fo not make the trial : Much I fear ^^ 

*« Your finking hand wouM only grafp a Hiade."" 

Many of his maxims and remarks are neatly 
cxprefled and ingenioufly conceived ; they have 

all 
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all a tinfture of pleafantry, which without im- 
pairing the morality or good fenfe they con- 
vey, takes ofF the gloom and folemnity, which 
the fame thoughts, otherwife expreflfed, mi^ht 
have. 

«* Two words of nonfenfe are two words too much j - 
«« Whole volumes of good fenfe will nevei* tire. 
«« What multitudes of lines hath Homer wrote! 
«« \\ ho ever thpught he wrote one line too much ?'* 

Again — 

<* If what wc have we ufc not, and ftill covet 
** What we have not, we ixt cajol'd by fortune 
" Of pfcfent blifs, of future byourfelves." 



<< Still to be rich is ftill to be unhappy ; 

** Still to be envied, hated and abusM ; 

** Still to commence new law fuits, new vexations^ 

•« Still to be carking, ftill to be coUeaing, 

*« Only to make your funeral a fcaft, 

" And hoai'd up riches for a thriftlefs heir : 

*« Let me be light in purfe and light in heart ; 

*« Give me fmill means, but give content withal, 

•« Only pi-efekVc me from the law, kind Gods, 

•« And I will thank you for my poverty." 



*< Extremes of fortune are true Wifdom's teft, 

<' And hc*i of men moft wife, who bears them beft^ * 
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fin HE poet DiphUus was a native of Sinope, 
JL a city of Pontus,. and contemporary with 
Menander. Clemens Alexandrinus applauds him 
for his tomic wit and humour j Eufebius fays 
the fame and adds a further encomium in refpe^l 
of the fententious and moral charafier of his 
drama. The pcJet Plautus fpcaks of him in his 
prologue to the Cdfina^ and acknowledges the 
excellence of the original upon which he had 
formed his comedy. He died at Smyrna, a city 
of Ionia, and was author of one hundred come- 
dies, of which we have a lift of two and thirty 
titles, and ho inconfiderable colledlion of frag- 
ments 5 biit ofthefe I have feledted the following 
example— 

«« We have a notable good law at Corinth, 
** Where, if an idle fellow outruns reafon, 
** Fearting and junketing mt furious coft, 
** The fumptuary prowler calls upon hira 
«« And thus begins to fift him — You live well, 
** But have you well to live ? You fquander freely, 
*« Have you the whcrewhhal ? have you the fund 
*« For thefe out-goings ? If you have, go on \ 
*' If yoU have not, we'll ftop you in good time 
<« Before you outrun honefty \ for he. 

Vol. V. L "Who 
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" Who lives we know not how, muft live by plunder ; 

*< Either he picks a purfe, or robs a houfe, 

*« Or is accomplice with fome knaviih gang, 

«< Or thnifts himfelf in crowds to play th' Informer, 

" And put his perjur'd evidence to falc : 

«< This a well-order'd city will not fuffer ; 

** Such Vermin we expell. — Andyou do wifilj s 

** But nJobat is this to me ? — Why, this it is : v 

" Here we behold you every day at work, 

«' Living forfooth ! not as your neighbours live, 

« But richly, royally, ye gods !— Why, man, 

« We cannot get a fi(h for love or money, 

« You fwallow the whole produce of the fea : 

«< You've driven our citizens to browze on cabbage ; 

<* A fprig of parfley fets them all a-fighting, 

<< As at the Ifthmian games t If hare, or partridge, 

<< Or but a fimple thrufli comes to the market, 

*« Quick, at a word you fnap him : By the gods ! 

" Hunt Athens through, you fliall not find a feather 

«« But in your kitchen 5 and for wine, 'tis gold— 

" Not to be purchas'd — We may drink the ditches/* 



JpoUodorui Gelous in the (kmc period with the 
poets abovcmentioned was a writer high in 
fame, and author .of many comedies^ of all 
which the titles' of eight only and fome few frag- 
ments now remain : It is generally underflood 
that the Pbormio znd Hccyra of Terence are 
copied fronx this poet. Very little has been 
• preferved from the wreck of tbi$ author's wri- 
5 tings 
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tings that can tempt me to a tranflation; a few 
fhort fpecimens however according to cuftom 
are fubmitted.-^ 



<< How fweet were life, how placid and Arene, 
** Wpre others but as gentle as ourfelves i 
*^ But if we mtift confort with apes and monkies^ 
«« We mull be brutes like them—O life of forrow !'^ 



•* What do you truft to. Father? To your money ? 
•« Fortune indeed to thoft, ^ho have it not, 
** Will fometimes give it 5 but 'tis done in malice^ 
*^ Merely that Ihe may take it back again/* 

Athenaeus has refcued a little fttoke of raiU 
lery, which is ludicrous enough-— 

<< Goto! make faft your ^tes with bars and bolts} 
** But never chamber door was (hut Co clofe, 
<< But cats and cuckold-mak^s wouM crtcjp thro* it."* 

Th6 following has fome point in it^ but comes 
' ill into tranflation^ or^ more properly fpeaking> is 
ill tranflatcd— 

•« Youth and old aige have thsir relpe6live humours j 

•* And fdrt by privilege can fay* to father, 

<* Were you not once as young as I am now ? 

'* Not fo the father ^ he cannbt demand, 

*• Were you not once as old as I am now ?" 

L 2 tbcrs 



X48 THE OBSERVER. N« 140. 

There is fotnething pleafing in the following 
natural defcriptipn of a friendly welcome — 

" There 18 a certain hofpitable air 
«< In a friend's houfe, that tell> me I am welcome : 
** The porter opens to me with a fmile ; 
*' Thcyard dog wags his tail, the fervant runs, 
•* Beats up the cufhion, fpreads the couch, and (ays— 
«« Sit down, good Sir! e'er I can fay Fm weary/' 



PhilippidaSy the fon of Philocles^ was anoflicr 
of this illuftrious band of contemporary and rival 
authors : His extreme fenfibility was the caufe 
of his death, for the fudden tranfport, occafioned 
by the unexpected futcefs of one of his comedies, 
put a period to his life j the poet however was 
at this time very aged. Donatus informs us 
that Phiiippidas was; Ih the higheft favour with 
Lyjimachus^ to whom he recommended himfelf 
not by the common modes of flattery, but by 
his amiable and virtuous qualities j the intereft 
he had with Lyfimachus he ever employed to 
the moft honourable purpofes, and thereby dif- 
pofed him to confer many great and ufeful fa- 
vours upon the people of Athens : So highly did 
his princely patron efteem this venerable man, 
that whenever he fet out upon any expedition, 
and chanced upon Phiiippidas is his way, he ac« 
I counted 
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counted it as the happieft prognoftic of good 
fortune. — ** What is th6rc/* faid Lyfimachus to 
him upon a certain occafion, " which Philippic 
^ das would wi(h I (hould impart to him ?''--• 
" Any thing," replied the poet, ^ but your 
" fccrets." 

Pc/tMppus^ with whom I (hall conclude, was 
a Macedonian, born at CaiTandria and the fon of 
Cyni/cus. Abundant teftimonies are to be found 
in the old grammarians of the celebrity of this 
poet; few fragments of his comedies have def- 
cended to us, and the titles only of twelve. He 
may be reckoned the laft of the comic poets, as 
it was not till three years after the deadi of 
Menander that he began to write for the Athe- 
nian ftage, and poflerior to him I know of no 
author^ who has bequeathed even his name to 
pofterity: Here then concludes the hiftory of 
the Greek ftage ; below this period it is in vain 
to fearch for genius worth recording ; Grecian 
literature and Grecian liberty expired together; 
a fucce/Hon of fophifts, pedagogues and gram* 
marians filled the pofts of thofe illuftrious wits, 
whofe fpirit, foftered by freedom, foared to fuch 
. heights as left the Roman poets little elfe except 
the fecondary fame of imitation. 

{ have now fulfilled what I may be allowed to 
L 3 call 
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jpall my literary epgagements s in tbe.courfe of 
$irhick I have e^cp^nded no fmall pains and atfien-; 
tion in dragging firomobfctirity relicks buried 
in the rubbiib of the darlcer ages, when the 
v^hole world feemed to confpire againft Genius ( 
when learning had degenerated into fophifmj 
and religion wa^ made a theme of metaphyfical 
filbtcky, ferving, as it fliould feem, no other pur- 
pofe but to puzzle and confound, to inflame the 
pafEons and to perpleic the head. Then it was^ 
the fathi^f s of tt^e church, in whofe hands thefe 
authors were, held it a point of confcience tp 
deflroy the idols of the ftagc, as they had already 
deftroyed the idols of the temple, and to bury 
heathen wit in the fame grave with heathen fuper- 
ftition ; their poets and their gods were to be 
exterminated alike. To the more enlightened 
t^e, or rather perhaps to the lucky partiality, 
of Chryfofiatn alone we owe the prefcrvation of 
Ariftophanes. Continually engaged in argumen- 
tative and controverfial writings there were 
fbme, who occafionally condefcended to quote a 
paflage, as it ferved their purpofe, from thefc 
profcribed comedies, either to help out their 
wits or illudrate their meaning ; and thefe fcraps 
and fpHnters being fwept together by 'ibme 
fcw patient colkSors, who had charity enough 

to 
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to work upon the wreck, pofterity hath bceaput 
into pofleifion of thefe gleanings of the comic; 
fiage of Athens in addition to the more entire 
and ineftimable remains of Artftophanes. It has 
been my ta& (and I believe it is the firft of the 
ibrt attempted in our langtiage) to avail myfelf 
of thefe friendly guides for making fomething 
like a regular detail of/ the names, charader^ 
a^d productions of thefe Ipft, but once illuftrious, 
poets, and to give to the public fuch as I con^ 
ceived to be die beft of dieir fragments in an 
Engliih tranflation* This part of my general 
undertaking being heavier than all the reft to 
myfelf, I was much afcaid it would have proved 
fo to my readers alfo > but their candid recep-> 
tion of thefe papers iH particular, and the encou«- 
raging voice of my profeft reviewers, have ba»> 
nilhed that anxiety from my mind, and enabled 
me to proceed witb chearfiOnefs to the end, ^ 
There is one part however of thefe papers, in 
which I conceive I have bqen^mifunderftood as 
having carried my attack ^ainft the moral doc^ 
trines of Socrates, 2xA of this I am interefted to 
exculpate myfelf 5 My fubje(5tled me to refer to 
certain anecdotes unfavourable to his private 
charadler, but I ftudioufly marked thofe paiTages 
by obferving that there was no def^n to glance 
' L 4. at 
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at his moral doftfincs, and' at the fan>e um^. 
quoted the authorities upon which thofe atteC'^ 
dotes reft ; when any ftholar will convince me 
thefe were futile and malicious tales, I will rc- 
traft all credit in them and thank him for the 
conviftion: As for the purity of Socrates's doc- 
trine I never attempted to impeach it ; of the 
purity of hi? chara6l€r I muft continue to think 
there is much caufe to doubt. The learned 
mjhop Sherlock in his fourth difcourfe may be 
refenred to upon this fubjed : He there feys that 
the corrupt example of Socrates was^a dead weight 
i/pon the purity of his do/frincy and tended to per-- 
petuate fuperjiition in tht world — Though I am 
aware that the corrupt example here alluded to 
refpefts his religious pra«33ce, ye^ furely if the 
preacher of ChriftianJty was interefted to Ihew 
the corrupt example of Socrates in this light, the 
friend of Chriftianity may be allowed to rcprc- 
fent it in another point of view, and by fair au- 
thorities to exhibit what the heathens themfelves 
have reported of this famous philofopher, whofe 
moral purity is by fome taken merely upon truft, 
by others difighedly extolled to the fkies for the 
fake of oppofmg character to character, and by 
an audacious comparifon ^^ith Chrift difparaging 
the Divinity of the World's Redeerjer. I fliould 
- ^ • expcil 
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cTcped then, that as hr as truth and good author 
rirres warrant, I am as free to^ifcufs the private 
vices and impurities of Socratesy as tbofe of AUsi' 
ho^ety urtiich the learned prelate abovementioned 
jnoft eloquently difplays in his parallel between 
Chrift and that Impoftor : The Dei ft will per- 
haps be much intereftcd to fupport his fevouri|:e 
philofopher^ and wlU care litde for the prbphet : 
The modern Platoiiifti who is ingenioCis to ereA 
^ new fyftem of natural religion out of the ruins 
of heathen idolatry, maybe zealous to defend 
^e founder of his faith, and his anger I mud 
(ubmit to incur ; but it is Qot quite fo eafy to 
l>car the reproof of friends, from ^hom IJiave 
not deferved it, and in whofe (ervice I have 
drawn thctt anger upon myfelf. 

As for my defence of Jrj^ophanes againft the 
groundlefe charge of having taken bribes from 
the enemies of SocraUs to attack him for the 
purpofeof paying the way to his public trials 
that I obferve hath been on all hands admitted %, 
for in truth the ia£b and dates on which it turns, 
cannot be contefted 1 they are -decifive for. his 
exculpation. 



N* 
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N* CXLL 

Nunt quam rem vitio dent quafo anifnum adijerttte, 

(TfiRENT.j 

EASY as it has bcert to clear Arlftephami 
from the charge of co^^ring againft thQ 
life of Socrates^ he would be a hardy advocate, 
irho (houH attempt to defend his perfonal attack 
upon that philofopher in his comedy of The 
Clauds^ The outcry has been kept up for fo 
mafiy ages, that now to combat it would be 4 
talk indeed ; there are fe many, who join iQ it. 
Without having examined into the merits of the 
cafe, and an appeal to the pra<^iee of the ftage in 
thofe times as Ukewife to the comedy itfelf 
would afieA fo few amongft the many, who pre-P 
tend to proaounce upon the oflFence, that th% 
0ian, who undertook to fofteo general preju«p 
dices, muft undertake to tranflate The Clouds \ 
and tP transfu/e the original fpirit of fuch a com- 
pofitioni^tQ 9 modern langu^e would be no eafy 
work. 

An attempt however to give my Englifh rea- 
ders fome idea of the opening fcenes of this fa- 
inous comedy fo far as goes to the introduSion 

of 
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pf the pAijlofopher upon the ibige, and the ob- 
noxious incident of the bajkety will I hope be 
neither thought prefumptuqus or difpleaflng : It 
will at leaft difclofe fpoiething of the character 
and defign of the piece, and may in future tempt 
an abler hand to execute the whole, and give it 
to the public. 

" At the opening of this comedy Sirepjiacks^ 
f' (the^fiither of the Prodigal) is difcovered fit- 
f^ ting at his defk with a number of bills and 
5* papers before him, in deep meditation, wbilft 
^ Phidippides his fon is fleeping on his bed in 
f* the fame chamber — The time before break of 
*? Adiy^StrepJiadesy darting from his feat, breaksf 
f' forth into the following exclamation"— 

Strepsiades. 

** Ah iQC, Ah me ! what an eternal night ! 
*' O Kingly Jove, ftiall the day never dawn ? 
** And yet the cock fung out lon^ long ago ; 
«' I heard him, I — But my flaves lie and fnore^ 
" Snore in defij^nce ; for the rafcals know 
** It is their privilege in time of war, 
" Which with ih other plagues bring this upon us, 
f< That we mayn't roufe thefe vermin with a cudgel. 

«* There's my young Hopeful too — He fleeps it 
" through, , 

** Snug under five fat blankets at the Icaft : 
f* Wou'd I cou'd fleep as found ! But my poor eyes 
«< Have BO iBeep in them j what with debts and duns 

<< And 
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** And (labk keepers bills, which this fine fpark 
•* Heaps on my back I lie awake all night. 
•* And what cares he but to coil up his locks, 
•* Kide, drive his horfes, dream of 'em all night, 
«« Whilft I, poor devil, may go hang ? — For now 
^* The fettling day of term comes on apace, 
•* And my ufurious creditors arc gaping — 

— ** What hoa ! a light there, boy ! bring me my 
« tablets, (Boy enters.} 

« That I may let down all and fnm them up, 
U Debt», creditors and intereft upon intereft— 

(Boy ginje; bim the tablets,) 

«< Let me fee where I am, and what the total— 
«« Put down twelve pounds, t-^elve ftandard pounds to 

« Out on it, and for what ? A horfe, a horfe ; 
** Right noble by the mark — Curfe on fuch marks ! 
*< WouM I had giv'n this eye from out this head ! 
•* E'er I had paid the purchafe of this jennet. 

(P HIUDITTIDES 9 talking in bis Jleep,) 
•« Pbidm I for (hame, keep, keep the ring !— 

Strepsiades. 

" There 'tis ? 
•' That's it — my bane. He-'s on his horfe's back i 
*' He's racing In his ileep. 



Fhidippides. (as before.) ^ 

"A heat^ a heat— 
«* How many turns to a hoLl. 
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Stu^psiades. 

** More than enough : 
.«« Y<m''ve given mc heats in plenty : I am jaded— 
«« But to my lift^-What name (lands next to Tafias f 
•« il«j?«w/— three good pounds — ftill for tlic race, 
** A chariot for the race of the firft rank. 

Phidippides. (as before,) 
^* Difmount ; unharnefs and away I 

Strepsiades. 

" I thank you, 
** You have unhamefs'd me ; I am difmounted, 
** And with a vengeance ; all my goods in pawn, 
" Fines, forfeitures and penalties in plenty. 

Phidippides. 
«* My Father ! —Why fo reftlefs 5 who has vext you ? 

Strepsiades. 
" The Sheriff vexes mcj he breaks my reft. 

Phidippides. 
^< Peaces peace ! and let me ileep awhile, 

Strepsiades. 

" Sleep on ; 
« But take this with 70U, all thefc debts of mine 
•• Will double on your head. A plague confound 
^' My evil Genius, when the crotchet took me 
'< To wed forfooth 1 dwt precious dam of chine. 

" I liv'd 
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<* I livM at cafe i* th' country, coarfely clad, 

*' Rough, free and full withal as oil and honey 

«* And ftore of ftock cou'd make me, till I took, 

«* Clown as I was, this limb of quality, 

«* This vain, extravagant, high-blooded dame. 

*• Rare bedfellows and dainty, were we not ? 

" 1 fmelling of the wine- vat, figs and fleeces, 

" The produce of my farm— All effence fhe, 

«< Saffron and harlot's kifles, fcaft and frolick, 

** A pamper'd wanton — Idle I'll not call her, 

<« For (he takes pains enough to fpcnd my money ; 

** Which made me tell her, pointing to this cloak 

«< Now threadbare on rty (houlders— See, good^wifc, 

«« This is your work ; in troth you labour hard. 

(Boy re-enters,) 
** Mader ! the lamp has drank up all its oil. 

Strepsiades, 
«' Aye, 'tis a drunken lamp— The more feult your's : 
«< Whelp, you fhallhowl for this I 

Boy. 

" Why, for what fault ? 

Strepsiades. 
*< For cramnung fuch a greedy wick with oil. 

(exit Boy,} 
*' Well I hi good time this hopeful heir was born j 
•« Then land my beloved fell to wrangling 
•• About the naming of the brat— My wife 
•* Wou'd dub her colt Xanthtppus^ or Cbaripfus, 
*< Or it might be CaWpedes^ ihe car'd not, 
^ So *tom8 %. horfe, whkbownM the name«— But I 

<* Stuck 
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" Stuck for his grandfather Pbidonides. 
« At laft, when neither couM pr^ail, the matter 
« Was coftipromisM by calling him PbidfppuUs t 
« When (he began to fondle the fweet babt^y 
«« And taking him by th' hand — Lambkin, (he cried, 
«« When thou art fome years older thou fhalt drive 
« Thy chariot fo the city, fobM in ftate 
<< Like thy great anceiior MegacUs^-^Uo j 
** Not fo, quoth I, but thou (halt driv« Ay ^ats, 
*' When thou art able, from the fields of Pbeile, 
" Clad in a woolly jacket like thy father 5 
«< But he is deaf to all thefe fmgal rules, 
** And drives me on the gallop to my ruin : 
. <* Therefore all night I call my thoughts to council, 
*« And after long debate find one chance left, 
" To which if I can lead him, all is fafe ; ' 

" If not— But foft I 'Tis time that I fhouM wake him j 
"But how to foothe him is the taik— Phidippidcs I 
** Precious Phidippides !— 

Phidippides, 

<* What now, my father ? 

Strepsiades. 
" Kifs me, my boy ! Reach me thins hand ! 

Phidippides. 

« Ah me!. 
«« What wou'i you ? 

Strepsiades. 
<* Tdlme, Sirrab, doft thou love mc? 

Phidippides. 
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Phidxppides; 
" Aycj be content j by Neptune's felf I fwear ir ! 
<< Neptune, the patron of the eqiTeflrtan race. 

Strepsiades. 
*' Ah ! name not him ; name not that chaiiotteer^^ 
" That God, who is ray bane 5 but, oh, my Ton ! 
*^ If thou indeed doil love, hear and obey me, 

Phidippides. 
<« In what muft I obey ? 

Strepsiades. 
" Reform your habits i 
«< And what I diaate, do ! 

Phidippides. 
" What do you diftatc ? ' 

Strepsiades. 
«« But will you do't ? 

Phidippides. 
<< I will, fo heip me, Bacchus ! 

Strepsiades. 
«« 'Tis well } get up ! come hither, boy ! Look out— ^ 
" Yon little wicket and the hut hard by— 
•« Doft thou not fee them ? 

Phidippides. 
«• Yes, I do: WKaCthen? 

8trep'^7ades. 
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Strepsiades. 

«< Wh}r, that's the council-chamber of alJ wifdom | 
«« There the great fophifts meet and teac^h the workli 
•« That heav'n*s high firmament is one vaft oven, 
«« And men it's burning embers ; Thefe are they, 
'< Who can teach pleaders bow to twift a caufe, 
*« So you'll but pay tbcin for it, right or wrong, 

PhidifpidEs. 
*« But how do you call *em ? 

Strepsiades. 
«« Troth, I know not that : 
<< But they are men, who take a world of pains, 
<* Wond'rous good men and able. 

Fhidippidss. 

** Out upon *cm ! 
«« Poor rogues ! I know 'em now j you mean thofe fcabs* 
*' Thofe fqualid, barefoot, beggarly enthufiafls, 
*« The mighty Cacodaemons of whofe feft 
<* Are Socratfs ^nd Cbi^pbon — Away! 

Strepsiades. 

<< Hufli, hu(h, be ftill ! don't vent fuch foolifh prattlej 
** But, if you'll take my counfel, join their college 
** And quit your riding- fchool. 

Phidippides. 

*< Not I, by Bacchus 1 
" No 5 not for all Ltogaras*% ftud* 

Vol. V. . M Strepsiades. 
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Strepsiades. 
" Come, my dear boy, my darling lad, confent ; 
** I prythae- d^, and learn ! ^ 

Phidippides. 

« Wlxat fhall I learn ? 

8TREF8IADE&. 

** They have a choice of logic ; this for jufticc, 
<« That for injuftice — Wn thi.§ ufeful art, 
*« And all thefc creditors, that now bcfet me, 
<< Shall never touch a drachm that I owe them. 

Phidippides. 

«« ril learn of no fuch mafters, nor be made 
•« An objecl of contempt to all my colleagues. 

Strepsiades. 

<* Out of my doors then I You and your fine cattle 
** Shall feed no more at my coft ; fo begone ! 
<• To the crows I bequeath you— 

Phidippidjes* 

** ^o- your worft ! 
<* I'll to my uncle, to my noble uncle : 
<* He'll fcorn to fee his nephew walk on foot t 
<* To him I go : Til trouble you no more. (exit.) 

(Strepsiades alone.) 
«« He has thrown me to the ground, but I'll not lie 

" there: 
*' I'll up» and with permiflion of -the Gods 
«< Try if I cannot leank^«f<i ai«« myfelf : 
« But being old, fluggifli and dull of wit, 

. . «* How 
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" How am I Aire theft ftfbtttees vW»'t pofe tn€f 
« Well, r\l attcfhpt it : What atraila <!So»ptaIiil } 
<« Why tion't I knock and c«ter ^^Ilol ! within thete ! 
(Knocks fmoUmfy at Socfmlefi dtaf, *J dfiiff/ 
tails 9ittfr9m mjkbift.} 

Disciple. 

" Go hang yourfelf, and give the crows a dinner ! 
*• What noify fellow art thotr at the door ? 

Strepsiades. 
<« Strepfiades of Cicynna, fon of Phidon. 

' Disciple. 
«* You're mad methinks to kick up Aich* a riot ) 
<« Battering the. door, you've batter'd out my bnrhia. 
** Juft in the very crifis of projeftion. 

(Comes from the boufe.) 

Strepsiades. 
; •« Excufe my ignorance ; Yttk country-bred : 
" But tell me whtt rare t1l9«ije^ your braiils WiSre 
" hatching. ^"^C*:^ 

DisctPL*. * ««^ 

^ That were not lawful to reveal to ftrangers* 

Strepsiades. 
*< Speak boldly then' as to a fellow ftudent } 
^^ For therefore am I come. 

Disciple. 
^^ " Thenlwillfpcakj 

«« But fet it down amongft our myftcrics— 

M z «« It 
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** It is a queftion put to Cbgtrepbon , 

" By our great maftcr So&atis to anfwcr— 
<< How many of his own lengths at one fprinjt 
<* A flea can hopN^for we did fee onie vault 
** From Cb^repbojfs black eyebxiow to the bead 
«• Of the philofopher. 

Strepsiades. 
«< And how did toother 
** Contrive to meafurc this ? 

Disciple. 

" Moft accurately : 
*' He dipt the infeft's feet in melted wax, 
•< Which, hardening into fandals as it tool'd, 
<< Gave him the fpace by rule infallible. 

Strepsiades. 
** O Jupiter, what fubtilty of thought ! 

Disciple. 
«* But there's a greater queftion yet behind — 
«< What wou'd yofllay to that ? 

Strepsiades. 

*' Tell it, I pray you. 

Disciple. 
•< 'Twas put to Socrates, if he could fay, 
•< When a gnat hummM, whether the found did iffuc 
<• From mouth or tail-7- 

Strepsiades. 

** Aye, marry, what faid he ? 

Disciple. 
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Disciple. 
** He faid your gnat doth blow his tnxmpet backwards 
^ ** Fi-onr a Ibnorous cavity within hhn ; 

«* Which, being fiilM with breath and forcM along 
" The narrow pipe, or re£lum of his body, 
<< Doth vent itfclf in a loud hum behind. 

Strepsiades. 
«< Hah I then I fee the podex of your gnat 
** Is tnimpet fafhionM — Oh! the bleffings on him 
•* For this difcovery ! well may he efcape 
«« The law's ftrift fcrutiny, who thus dcvelopes 
*< Th' anatomy of a gnat. 

Disciple. 

« Nor is this all ; 
*« Another great experiment was man**d 
" By a curft cat— 

Strepsiades. 

<< 4>s how, good dr? dlfcufs... 

Disciple. 
^* One night as he was gazing at the moon, 
" Curious and all intent upon it's motions, 
<* A cat on the houfe-ridge was at her needs, 
" And fquiited in his face. 

Strepsiades. 

« Beihrew her for it I 
« Yet I mud laugh no lefs. 

M3 Disciple. 
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Disciple. 

*< Sir, you fhall know 
<* Wc had no fuppcr ycfternight— 

Strepsiades. 

« How (b ? 

<« What was your maftcr doing ? 

PlSCJPL^. 

«' Sifting aihci 
«« Upon the board, then with a little broach, 
•« Cropk*d for the nonce, pretending to dcfcribc 
*< A circle, neatly filchM away a cloak. 

Strepsiades. 
<« Why talk we then of Thalcs ? Open to me, 
« Open the fchool and let me fee your matter :^ 
** I am on fire to cnter-^Come, unbar ! 

(The fcbool is ofetCd.) 

«< O Hercules, defend me ! Who arc thefc ? 
*• What kind of cattle have we here in view ? 

DiSCIPtE. 

<« Where is the wonder ? What do they rcfemble ? 

Strbpsxades* 
«« Methinks they're IJke our Spartan prifoncrs, 
«* CapturM at Pylos. What are they in fearch of? 
«« Why are their eyes fo rooted in the ground I 

Disciple. 
« Their ftudics lie that way. 

Strepsiades. 
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STREPStAiyBS. 

** Oh ! 'tis for «kiioii8 
« They are in queft— Come, kids, give o'er ydut £dfi*dl$ 
** I'll ihew you wliat you v»rant, a noble plat, 
** All round and found — But foft ! what mean thofe 

« gentry, 
" Who dip their heads fo low ? 

Disciple. 

" Marry, becaufe 
« Their ftudies lie Xo d((et> $ they are now diving 
" To the dark realms of Tartaius and Night. 

Strepsiades. 
*< And why are all their cruppers mounted up ? 

Disciple. 
«< To pra£life them in ftar-gazin^, and teach them 
«< Theii- proper elevations — But no more : 
«< Come, fellow ftudents, kt us iienoe or e^er 
«< The matter comes — 

StREPSIADES. 

<* Nay, pry thee let them ftay, 
<* And be of council with mc w my bufmefs. 

Disciple. 
« Impofliblc 5 they cannot give the titoc. 



M 4. StRer«iAD£s. ' 
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Strepsiades. , 

«< Now, for the love of Heaven, what have we here ? 
<« Explain their ufcs to me. ' 

(Obfer*vtng the apparatus*) 

Disciple. 

" Thif machine 
<^ Is for Agronomy— 

Strepsiades. 
M And this—? 

Disciple. 

<* For Geometry. 



Strepsiades. 



" As how 2 



Disciple. 
<« For pieafuring the Eaith. 

Strepsiades. 

« Indeed ! 
5 » What, by the lot ?-^''*^ 

Disciple. 
** No, faith, fir, by the lump \ 
*< EVn the whole world at once 

Strepsiades. 

" Well faid, in troth! 
« A quaint device, and made for general ufe. 

Disciple. 
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DxsciPLS. 
*« Look now ! this line marks ihe circumference 
" Of the whole globe, d*ye fee— This fpot is Ajthtns. 

Strepsiades. 
«« Athens ! Go to ; t fee no courts of law j 
** Therefore 1*11 not believe you. 

Disciple. 

*.« Nay, in truth, 
*« This very fpot is Attica. 

STREPSIADE3. 

« Andwhere^ 
«« Where is my own Cicynna ? 

Disciple. 

" Here it lies j 
" And this Euboea j mark how far it ru6s !— 

Strepsiades. 
<« How far it runs ! Yes, Pericles has made It 
<« r#in far enough from us : Where's Lacedaemon ? 

DiSCIFLB. 

<« Here, clofe to Athens. , 

Strepsiades. 

" Ah ! how much too clofe ! 
*< Pry thee, good frieivds, take that bad neighbour from 
<( us. 

Disciple. 
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Disciple. 
«< Thafs not for us to do. 

Strefsiades; 

*« Then woe betide you ! 
«• But look ! who's this fufpended in a baiket ? 

(Socrates is difcovered*) 

Disciple. 

«« This, this is he. 

Strepsiades. 
«* What he ? 

Disciple. 

«' Why Socrates. 

Strepsiades. 
*< Hah ! Socrates ?— Make up to hlra and roar : 
<* Bid him come down : Roar luftily ! 

Disciple. 

«< Not 1 5 
** Do it yourfelf : I've other things to mind, (exit,) 

Strepsiades. 
« Hoa ! Socrates*- What hoa t my little Socrates ! 

' SOCRATBS. 

«< Mortal, how now I Thou infcft of a day, 
" What would'ft thou ? 

Strepsiades. 
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Strbpsiades. 
«« I would know what thou ^t doiq?* 

COCHATES. 

«« Treading the air 5 contemplating the fun. 

Strepsiades. 

*« Ah ! then I fee you're baflceted fo high, 

** That you look, down «pon the Gods ; on Eardi 

*« Good hope you'll lower a peg. ' 

Socrates* 

** Sublime in air, 
« Sublime in thought I carry my miud with niej 
'« It's cogitations all aflimilated 
** To the pune atrao^here in which I float : 
*' Lower me to Earth, and my i]|ind's fubtle poweri ^ 
<* Seiz'd by contagious dulnefs, lofe then- fpirit : 
*' For the dry Earth xirinks «p the generous fap, 
** The vegetating vigor of philofophy, 
** A^d leaves it a mere hulk. 

Strepsiades. 

** What do you fay ? 
«' Philofophy has fapt your vigor ? — ^Fic upon it ! 
** But come, my precious fellow, come down quickly, 
« And teach me thofe fine things I'm here in queft of. 

Socrates. 

** And what fine things are they ? 

(Socrates defcends on theftage,) 
Strepsiades* 
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Stuefsiades. 

" A new receipt 
*« For fen^ng oflTmy creditors, and foiling them 
** By the art logical j for you (hall know 
'f By debt$, pawns, pledges, ufuries, executions 
'< I am nckt and rent in tatters. 

Socrates. 

" Why permit it ? 
4( What ftraitge infatuation felz*d your fenfes ? 

Strepsiades. 

** The horfe-confumption, a voracious plague : 
*< But fo you'll enter me ainongft your fcholars, 
" And tutor me like them to bilk my creditors, 
<* Name your own price, and by the Gods I fwcar 
** I'll pay you the laft drachm. 

Socrates^ 

« By what Gods ? 
'< Anfwei- that fii ft j for your Gods are not mine. 

Strefsiadss. 

<' How fwear you then ? as the Byzantians fwear^ 
«* By your b;^fe iron coin ? 

Socrates. 

«« Will you have patience, 
" Whilft I expound to you the xnyfteri^s 
«< Of thefe celeftial matters ? 

Strb'siadis. 
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StREPSIADES. 

" Yea, by Jove, 
« And Co I will— but let them be celeftial, 

SocRArss. 
<« What, if I bring you to a conference 
« With my own proper Goddeflfes, tbt Clouds f 

STREPSIADES. 

*' By all means, and moft welcome. 

Socrates. 

« Come, fit down | 
•< Sit down upon this dinner-couch* 

STREPSIADES. 

«« Tis done. 

Socrates. 
" Now take this chaplet : Wear it! 

STREPSIADES. 

" Why this chaplet ? 
«< Would'ft make of me another Athamas, 
' *« And facrifice me to a Cloud ? 

Socrates. 

<* Fear nothing) 
<« It is a ceremony indifpeniibk 
«< At all initiations. 

STRSPSIADEf. 
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SxaBPSIADBft. 

«' ^Wh^j to gain ? 

Socrates. 
" *TwiIl fift your facoktes as fintf as powder; 
** Bolt 'em like meal, giisd ^em as Ugf&t as dnft & 
«< Only be ^atkat. 

Strepsiades. 

** Marry, you'll go near 
<* To make your wdfcfs good ; an' you pdund me thus, 
*« You'll make me very duft and nothing clfe, 

Socrates (mMtpdffiic) 
" Keep filence theR, and liften to s ptajKr,. 
** Which fits the gravity of age to hear. 
« Oh, air! all -powerftd' ak f whicfrdoft enfold 
•* This pendaitt gtebrj thou vault of flaming gold ! 
•* Ye Clouds, in whofe dark womb the thunders roll, 
<< Bright Clouds, infpire and raiiv'your fuppliant's foul ! 

Strepsiades. 
<• Hold, keep them off awhile tilH am ready : 
** Ah ! lucklefs me, wou'd I had brought my cloaki 
•< And fo efcapM a foaking.— 

SoCRATJls': 
«« Peace— Approach, 
♦« Fly fwift, 5^ Clouds, and give yourfelves to view I 
«* Whether on high Olympus facred top 
«« Snow-crownM ve fit, or i*; the azure yalcs 
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«' Of yotir own father Ocean fporting weave 
*« Your mifty dance, or dip your golden urns 
<* In the feven mouths of Nile 5 whether ye dwell 
'< On Thracian Mimas, or Maeotis lake, 
«« Hear me, yet hear, and thus invoked approach ! 

(Chorus ofCIvuds.) 

*' Come, ye bright Clouds, afcend on high i 

" Daughters of Ocean, climb the flcy ! 

" And o*er the mountain*s pine«capt brow 

*< Tow'ring your fleecy mantle throw : 

" Thence we may fcan the wide-ftretcht fcene, 

<« Groves, lawns and rilling ftreams between, 

«* And ftoimy Neptune's vaft expanfe, 

** And grafp att Nature at a glance : 

<< Now the dark tempeft flits away, 

«• And fee ! the glittering orb of day 

« Darts forth his clear aetherial beam 5 

** Come, let us fnatch the joyous gleam." 

SOCILATES. 

** Yes, ye Divinities, whom I adore, 

^* 1 hail you now propitious to my prayer ! 

" Did'it thou not hear them fpeak in thunder to m^ > 

Strbpsiades. 
« And I too, I'm your Cloudfhips moft devoted, 
" And under fufferance trump againft your thunder : 
** Nay, take it how you may, my frights and fears 
« Have«pincfat and cholickt my poor bcfwels £0, 

" That 



X76 THE.OBSERYEJl. N^j^u 

•* That I can't chufc but treat your holy noftriU 
** With an unfavory facrrfice# 

Socrates. 

««. Ferbeir 
« Thefc grofs Icurrilities for low buffoons 
« And mountebanks more fitting — Hu(h, be ftlll! 
** Lift to the Chorus of their heavenly vpices, 
«* For muGc is the language they delimit in. 

(Chorus of Clouds,) 

•* Ye Clouds, replete with fruitful ihowers, 

«< Here let us feek Minerva's towers, 

•* The cradle of old Cecrops race, 

•« The world's chief ornament and grace s 

** Here myftic fanes and rites divine 

<' And lamps in facred fplendor fliine ; . 

•' Here the Gods dwell in marble domcs^ 

** And feaft on coftly hecatcfmbs, 

*' That round their votive ftatues blaze, 

•« Whillt crowded temples ring with praife j 

^* And pompous facrifices here 

« Make holidays throughout the year j 

«* And when gay fpring-time comes again, 

<* Bromius convokes his fportive train, 

•* And pipe, and fong and choral dance 

« Hail the foft hours as they advance.*' 

Strepsiades. 
«* I prylHcc for the love of Heaven, good Socrates, 

it Who 
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** Who are thefe ranting queans, that talk in itilts ? 
** Dames of high quality no doubt.-^ 

SdCRATBS. 

<« Not fo : 
*< No dames, hut Clouds celeftial, friendly powers 
** To men of fluggifti parts 5 from thefe we draw 
<* Senfe, apprehenfion, volubility, 
** To flrike, dilate, iurpri^eand feize the foul. 

Strspsiades. 

*« Aye, therefore 'twas that my hej\rt leapt within me 

«* For very fympathy, when firft I heard 'em. 

*« Now could I prattle Shrewdly of firft caufes, 

** And fpin out metaphyfic cobwebs finely, 

«* And dogmatize moft rarely, and difpute 

<* And paradox it with the beft of you j 

«« So, come what may, I muft and will behold 'em : 

*< Shew me their faces I conjure you, 

Socrates. 

" Look! 
«' Look where I point ! there, there, towards mount Fames: 
•< Now they defcend the hill ) I fee thei^ plainly 
** As plain can be. 

Strepsiades. 
<< Where, where? I prythec fliew me I 

Socrates. 
«< Here I a whole troop of them, thro' woods and hollows, 
** A bye-road of their own. 

Vol. V« N Strefi xadsi • 
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8lril£PSIAI>ES. 

** What ails my cyes^ 
«< That I can't catch a glimpfe of them ? 

^PCRATES. 

^ fi'dioldf 
" Heyt, at the vtry'«ntrancc * 

STR&FSIADESi 

*« Never truft me, 
•* If yet I fee them dtariy. 

Socrates. 

" Then you mutt be. 
'• Sand-blind, or worfe-, 

Strbpsiades. 

" Nay, now by father Jove, 
** I cannot chuiebut fee them— tprecious creatures! 
*♦ For in good faith there's plenty and to fpare, 

(Chorus enters y» 

SOCRATRS. 

«' And'did you doubt if they ^rrttt G^oddeffes ? 

Strepsiades. 
** Not I, fo help mfe ! only 1 had a notion 
•* That they were clouds and dew and darkfome vapors* 

«« t^t iteime t Why, man, tftefc are the nurfmg tQoi4iei^ 

<« Of all our famous fophifts, 'fertune^ellerg, 

'* Qftacks, medicine-mongers, fops of the firft fafliion, 

«^*Ballct. 
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<« Ballet-projeflors, fingers in Cmpricio 
«< And wonder-making cheats-— a gang of idlers, 
«* Who pay them fear their fbecKng Wth good (lore 
«« Of flatteiy and moUth-t^'drtKipl 

" Now I fee 
^ Whom they may dnnk^ drmilg tfaem ilong * 
*« At fuch a furious pace, tricking them out 
*« In many-colourM dyes^ now' roufing them 
<< In dorms and hurncas^s about our ^ars ; 
« Now fwiftly wafting them ^own the Gujf 
** Moifty airy, bending, buriUng into (howers t 
<' For all which fine defcriptibns the poor rogues 
<< Dine daintily on fcraps. 

SOCRATEI. > 

" And well rewarded: 
«« What better do they merit ? 

Stre'psiades. 

« XJndcf fitttYi-, ' 
*« If thefe be clouds, do you mark me f very clouds, * 
«* How ctime they metainorphosM into womieh ? 
« Cloudfe^ «R not j\ich as thefe. 

Socrates. 
<( And wiutt tUb are they ? 

StrepsiAdes. 
«< Troth, i caii't rightly tell, but I Ihould guefii 
*« l^)!fitthiiig like flakes of ^bol J not women, fOTt: 
** And look I thefe tiames have nofes. 

N 2 Socrates, 
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SOCHATES. 

" Hark yc, friend! 
«< I'll put a queftion to you.— — 

Strepsxades. 

" Out with it ! 
" Be quick j let's have it-*Humph I 

Socrates. 

<« This then in ftiort : 
«* Have you ne'er fecn a Cloud, which you could fancy 
*< Shap'd like a centaur, leopard, bull or wolf? 

Strepsxades. 
** Yes, marry have I, aad what then ? 

Socrates. 

" Why then, 
*' Clouds can aiTume what (hapea they will, believe me: 
** For inftance, ihould they fpy fome hairy clown, 
** Rugged and rough, and like the unlickt cub 
** Oi XenopbanteSf ftrait they turn to centaurs, 
*< And kick at him for vengeance. 

Strepsxades. 

" Well done. Clouds! 
** But ihould they meet that peculating knave 
** Simott, that public thief-^How would they treat him f 

Socrates. 
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SOCRATXS. 

*' As wolves— in chara6(er moft like his own. 

Strepsiadbs. 
" Aye, there it is now, when they ijpicd CleotymuSf 
*< That daftard run-away, they tum*d to hinds 
<* In honor of his cowardice. 

Socrates. 

«* And now, 
'< Haying feen Cliflbenes, to mock his lewdnefs, 
^ They change themfelves to women. 

Strepsiadbs. 

'' Welcome, Ladies I (to the CborUs). 
** And now, fo pleafe your majefties to indulge me^ 
" Give us a touch of your celeilial voices/*—* 

Tantum. 



N^ CXLII. 



NICOLAS Pedrofa, a bufy litdc being, 
who followed the trades of (haver, fur- 
geon and man-midwife in the town of Madrid, 
mounted his mule at the door of his fhop in th? 
N 3 Plazuela 
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Plazuela de los Affligidot, and pufhed through 
Ac gate of San Bernardino^ being called toa. pa*> 
ticnt in the neighbouring village of Foncarral, 
upop a prcfling occafion. Every body knows 
that the ladies in Spain in certain cafes do not 
give long wammg to praftitioners of a certain 
defcription, and no body knew it better than 
Nicolas, who was refolved not to lofe an inch of 
bis way, nor of his mule's beft fpeed by the way, 
if cudgelling could beat it out of her. It was 
plain to Nicolas's convi^on as plain could be, 
that his road laid ftrait forward to the little con- 
vent in front ; the muk was of opinion, that the 
turning on theleff down thehill towards the Prado 
was the road of all roods mod familiar and -agree- 
able to herfelfj and a ccordtngly began to difpute 
the point of topography with Nicolas by fixing 
her fore feet rcfolutely in the ground, dipping 
her head at the fame time between them, 
and launching heels and crupper furioufly into 
the air, in the way of argument. Little Pedrofa, 
who was armed at bed with one mafly filvcr 
fpur of ftout, though antient, workmanfliip, re- 
ftShrtdy applied the rufty rowel tor the flroulderof 
his beaft; driving it with all the good will in the 
world to the very butt, and at the fame time, 
adroitly tucking hrs blue doth capa under his 

right 
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Tight arm) and ffiflgihg the fkirt orer the left 
Ihoulder en cavalUry began to lay about him with 
a ftoufr a(ben (apling upon the ears, pob and 
"Cheeks of the recreant naulo. The fire now 
flafhed from a pair of Andal^an eyes, as tAack 
as charcoal and not lefs mflammabtei and taking 
the (egara from his moulh^ with which he had 
vainly hoped to have regaled his noftrils in a 
fliarp winter's evening by the way, raifed fiicji a 
thundering troop of angels^ faints and martyrs, 
from St. Michael downwards, not forgetting bis 
own namefake Saint Nicolas deTolentinoby the 
way, that if curfescouldhare made the mule t6 go> 
the difpute would have been foon ended, but not 
a faint could make her fltr any other ways than 
upwards and downwards at a ftand. A finall 
troop of mendicant friars were at this moment 
condudHng the hoft to a dying man.—" Nicolas 
*' Pedrofa,'* fays an old friar, " be patient with 
*' your beaft and (pare your blafphemies; re- 
^ member Balaam**'— " Ah father," replied Pe- 
-drofa, « Balaam cudgelled his beaft till flie fpoke, 
•* fo will I mine till flie roars.*'—" Fie, fie, pro- 
" phane fellow," cries another qf the fraternity. 
^ Go about your work, friend," quoth Nicolas, 
** and let me go about mine ; I warrant it is the 
^ more preffing of the two i your patient is 
N 4 " going 
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^ going out of the Worldyinine is coming into 
«i it,"—" Hear him," cries a third, '* hear tb« 
^ vile wretch, how he Wafphemes the body of 
^ God."~ And .then the troop paffed flowly on 
to the tinkling of the bell. 

A man muft know nothing of a mule's ears^ 
who does not know what a paffion they have for 
the tinkling of a bell, and no fooner had the jtng« 
ling chords vibrated in the fympatbetic organs of 
Pedrofa's beaft, than boulting forward with a 
fudden Ipring fbe ran roaring into the throng 
of friars, trampling on fome and fliouldering 
others at a moft profane rate } when Nicolas 
availing himfelf of the impetus, and perhaps not 
able to controul it, broke away and was out of 
fight in a moment. *' All the devils in hell 
** blow fire into thy tail, thou beaft of Baby- 
♦* Ion," mijttered Nicolas to himfelf, as he 
fcampered along, never once looking behind him 
or flopping to apologize for the mifchicf he had 
done to the bare feet and fbirtlefs ribs of the holy 
brotherhood. 

Whether Nicolas faved his diftance, as like- 
wife, if he did, whether it was a male or female 
Caftilian he ufhered into the world, we (hall not 
ju(l now enquire, contented to await his return in 
^e firft of the morning next day, when he ha^d no 

fooner 
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fooner difmounted at his fbop and delivered his 
jmile to a fturdy Arragonefe wench, when Don 
Ignacio de Santos Aparicio, alguazil mayor of 
the fupreme afid general inquifitioniput an order 
into his hand, figned and fealed by the inquifidor 
general, for the conveyance of his body to the 
X^afa, whofe formidable door prefents itfelf in 
the ftreet adjoining to the fquare, in which 
Nicolas's brazen bafin hung forth the emblem 
of his trade. 

The poor little fellow, trembling in every 
joint and with a face as yellow as faiFron, dropt a 
knee to the altar, which fronts the entrance, and 
crofled bimfel moft devoutly; as foon as he had 
afcended the firft flight of flairs, a porter habited 
in black opened the tremendous barricade and 
Nicolas with horror heard the grating of the 
heavy bolts that {hut him in. He was led 
fhrough paflages and vaults and melancholy cellsy 
till he was delivered into the dungeon, where he 
was finally left to his folitary meditations. Hap^ 
lefs being ! what a fcene of horror. — Nicolas felt 
all the terrors of his condition, but being^an An- 
dalufianand like his countrymen of a lively ima« 
gination, ha began to turn over all the refources 
pf his invention for fome happy fetch, if any fuch 
plight. occur, for helping him out of the difmal 

limbo 
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Umbo he was in : He was not long to fcek For 
the caufe of his misfortune 5 his adventure wrrfi 
the barefooted friars was a ready folution of all 
difficulties of that nature, had there been any : 
There was however another thing, which might 
have troubled a ftouter heart than Nicolas's— Hi 
was a Jev^^. — This of a certain would have been 
a daggering item in a poof dfeviFs confeflion-, 
but then it was a fecret to aB the world 6ut Nii- 
colas, and Nicolas's confcience didnot juft then 
urge him to reveal it : He now began to over- 
haul the inventory of his pcrfonals ^bout hiht^ 
and with fome fatisfadlion counted three litdfe 
medals of the bleflfed virgin, two Agmis Dteis, 
a Saint Nicolas de Tdentino and a formidable 
firing of beads all pendant- from his neck and 
within his (hirt; in his pockets he had hada paper 
of dried figs, a fmall bundle of fegaras, a cafe of 
lancets, fquirt and forceps, and two old razors 
in a leathern envelope ; thefe he had delivered 
one by one to the alguazil, who firft arrefted 
him,—" and let him make the moft of them," 
iaid he to himfelf, ** they can never prove me an 
** Ifraelite by a cafe of razors." — Upon a clofer 
rummage however he difcovered in a fecret 
pocket a letter, which the alguazil had over- 
looked, and which his patient Donna Leonora dc 

Cafafonda 
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Ca&finKh had given him in charge to deliver as 
dimaed— ** Well^ well/' cried he, «let it pafs; 
" Acre can be no mjrftery in this harmlefs 
** fcrawl; a letter of advice to fo:i.e friend or 
*^ relation, Til not break the feal ; let the fathers 
*^ read it,, if they, like, 'twill prove the truth, of 
*• my depoficion, and help out my excufe for the 
^f hurry of my errand, and the unfortunate ad- 
•^.venture of my damned refraiSory mule."— 
And now no fooner had the recolledion of the 
"wayward mule crofTed the brain of poor Nicolas 
'Btdrdhy tha,n he began to.blafl* her at a furious 
late— " The fcratches and the fcab to boot con- 
^ found thy fcurvy hide," quoth he, " thou 
^ afs-begotten baftard, whom Noah never let 
*f imo his ark ! The vengeance take thee for an 
** uncreated barren beaft of promifcuous gene*. 
*♦ ration ! What devil's crotchet got into thy 
^< capriciotis noddle, that thou (houldfl: fall ia 
** love with that Nazaritifh bell, and run bellow- 
*' ing like Lucifer into the midft of thofe bare- 
^ footed vernnin, who are more malicious and 
^ more greedy than the locufts of Egypt ? Oh ! 
*.'' that I had the art of Simon Magus to conjure 
*' thee into this dungeon in my ftead ; but I 
** warrant thou art chewing thy barley ftraw 
^ without any pity for thy wretched mafter, 
9 " whom 
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«^ whom thy jade's tricks h^ve delivered bodily 
'^^ to the tormentors, to be fport of thefe uncir-* 
*' cumdfedfcMis of Dagon^'* And now the cell 
door opened, when a favage figure entered carry- ' 
ing a huge parcel of clanking fetters, with a 
collar of iron, which he put round the neck of 
poor Pedrofa, telling him with a truly diabolic 
grin, whilft he was rivetting it on, that it was a^ 
proper cravat for the throat of a blafpbemer.-— 
^ Jefu-Maria,'* quoth Pedrofa, " is all this 
U fallen upon me for only cudgelling a reftive 
• " mule ?" ** Aye," cried the demon, " and this 
** is only a tafte of what is to «ome," at the 
fame time flipping liis pincers from the (crew he 
was forcing to the head, he caught a piece of fleih 
in the forceps and wrenched it out of his cheek, 
laughing at poor Nicolas, whilft he .roared aloud 
with the pain, telling him it was a juft reward 
for the torture he had put him to awhile ago^ 
nirhen he tugged ata tooth, till he broke it in his' 
jaw. " Ah, for the love of Heaven,'* cried Pe-- 
drofa, " have more pity on me ; for the fake of' 
^ Saint Nicolas de Tolentino, my holy patron^ 
^ be not fo unmerciful to a poor barber-furgeoi^ 
*^ and I will (have your worfhip's beard for no- 
*' thing as long as I ,have life" One of the 
meflengers of the auditory now came in, and 

bade 
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bade the bellow ftrike off the prifoner's fetters^ 
for that the holy fathers were in council and 
demanded him for ^examination. '< This is feme* 
** thtiig extraordinary," quoth the tormentor, 
^ I (hould not have expeAed it this twelvemonth 
« ^o come." Pedrofa's fetters were ftruck offil 
fomebr^dy was applied to ftaunch the bleeding 
of his cheel^s ; his hands and face were wafhed, 
and a fliort jacket of coarfe ticking thrown over 
him, and the meffenger with an afliftant takit^ 
him esKrh under ^n arm led him into a (pacious 
chamber, where at the head of a long table fate 
his excellency the inquifidor general with fix 
of his gflefTors, three on each fide the chair of 
ftate : The alguazil mayor, a fecretary and 
two notaries with other officers of the holy 
touncil were attending in their places^ 

The.prifoner was placed behind a bar at the 
foot of the table between the meffengers, who 
brought him in, and having made his obeifance 
to the awful prefence in the moft fupplicating 
manlier, he was called upon accor-ding to the 
ufual form of queftions by one of the junior 
judges to declare his name, parentage, profefllon, 
age, place of abode, and to anfwer various in- 
terrogatories of the like trifling nature : His 
excellency the inquifidor general now opened 

his 
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Ws reverend %&, and in a (blemn tone^ voice^ 
that penetrsrted te the heart of i)ie poor tpeinft>luig 
prifoner, mterrogated Tiim as foHowe— 

" Nicolas Pedrdfa, we have liftcned to^t 
^ account you give of yourfel^ your bufineft 
*' and conneiStions, tiow tell us for vAiBttcSmce^ 
^ or offences, you are here ftanding a prtfener 
** before us : Examitie your oivtt hear^ and 
** fpeak the truth from your cofi^^iice witboilt 
** prevarication or difguife." <* May it fUeaft 
^*'your excellency," replied 'Ped^bfa, ^^ mtk afl 
^^ due fubmiflton to your holkiefe find dHs revo^ 
*« rend afiembly, my moft eqnitria^le fudges, I 
*« conceive I ftand here before you for no worib 
^ a crime, than that of cudgellkig a refra£lory 
<* mule ; an animal fo reftive in its nature, (un- 
" der correi£Kon of yoiu* holineft he it fpoken) 
*' that although I were Weft wifh t*ic forj)earance 
." of holy Job, (for like him loo il am marrieS 
** and my patience hath been exercifedby a wife) 
** yet could I not forbear to fmite my beaft for 
^* her obftinacy, and the ratPrer becftufe I wm 
■** fummoned in the way of my ppofofiion^as I 
*** have already made known to your mbft mer^ 
** ciful ear^, upon a certain crying occaiion, 
^ which Wv/uld not admit of a momem's det- 
♦* lay." 

« Recollea 
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« Recollea: yourfelf, NicolaV* fald his Ex- 
^oUenc^ the inquiildor general, <^ w^s theiy: 
^ iu>thing olfe you did, faye finiding; yovf; 

«^ I 'takf faint Nicolas dc Tolentino to wi^ 
^ -nds," ^K^Ked he, ** that I know of no »oth«j: 
^^ ^Aflde, for whitfh I can he i efponfible at this 
^'pightcMs trrhunal, lare foxlting my uxim]f 

^ Take notice, brethren," exclaimed the 
ini)uifidor, ^ this unholy wretch h^lds trampling 
^ over friars to Ixe no crime/* 
. **- Pardon m©, koly father," replied Nicolas, 
<* I hold it for the worft of crimes, and iher©* 
** fore willingly furrender my rofraSory mule W 
<*">be-dwlt with as you fee fit,. and if you impale 
^ «her aUve it -will .not be more than fhe de« 
** ferves." 

■ ^^ Your wits, are too nimble, Jsficolas," cuied 
tiie Judge ; ** 'have a care diey do not run aw^jr 
'^ twkh ^y€lur diibrertion;: Recollei^t the blafphe- 
^ mies you uttered in -the hearing of thofe. pious 

" J kumbly pr;^y your. excellency," anHweroii 
t^e vfurifoneif, ^^ to recoIle<Sl .that anger is ^ 
^^dbost; madodfs^ 4ind J hope aUowanaes will 
^ ^ made by your holy council for words fpoke 

" ia 
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•* in hafte to a rebellious mule: The prophet 
^ Balaam was thrown ofFhis guard with a fimple 
^ afi, and what is an afs compared to a mule I 
** If your excellency had feen the lovely crea- 
** ture that was fcreaming in agony till I came 
^ to her relief, and how fine a boy I ufhered into 
** the world, which would have been loft but 
** for my affiftance, I am fure I fbould not be 
*• condemned for a few hafty words ipoke iii 
«* pafEon." 

" Sirrah !" cried one of the puifny judges, 
** refpe£l the decency of the court." 

** Produce the contents of this fellow's poc- 
« kets before the court," faid the prefldent, 
« lay them on the table." 

*' Monfter," refumed the aforefaid puifny 
judge taking up the forceps, " what is the ufe 
" of this diabolical machine ?" 

** Pleafe your reverence," replied Pedroia^ 
•* apium eji ad extrahendosfcetus.** — "Unnatural 
•* wretch," again exclaimed the judge, " you 
•* have murdered the mother." 

« The Mother of God forbid," exclaimed 
«* Pedrofa, ** I believe I have a proof in my 
** pocket, that will acquit nie of that charge ;** 
and fo faying, he tendered the letter we have be- 
fore 
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fore made mention of: The fecretary took if^' 
and by command of the court read as follows : 

Benor DoH Manuel di Herirera^ 

When this letter^ which I fend by Nicolas Pe^ 
drofa^Jhall reach your hands^ you Jhall know that I 
am fafely delivered of a lovely boy after a dangerous 
labour^ in conftderation of which I pray ydu id pay 
to the faid Nicolas Pedrofa the fufn of twenty 
^old pijioksy which fum his excellency 

«* Hold," cried the inquifidor general, ftart- 
Ing haftily from his feat, and fnatching away the 
letteiTy ** there is more in this than meets the cyel 
** Break up the court ; I muft take an examina- 
** tion of this prifoner in private," 



N° CXLIIL 



AS foon as the room was cleared the inquifi- 
dor general beckoning to the prifoner to 
fbllow him, retired into a private clofet, where 
throwing himfelf carelefsly into an arm chair, he 
"turned a gracious countenance upon the poor 
affrighted accoucheur, and bidding him fit down 
Vol. V. O upon 
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upon a low ftopl hy his fide, thus accofled him:— 
*^ Take heart, fenor Pedrofa, your imprifonment 
** is not likely toTje very tedious, for I have a 
^ commiffion you muft execute without lois of 
^ time: you have too much confideration for 
^* yourfelf to betray a truft, the violation of 
*' which muft involve you in inevitable ruin, 
^ and can in no degree attaint my chara&r, 
** which is far enough beyond the reach of ma- 
** IJce: Be attentive therefore to my orders; 
** execute them pun(^ually and keep my fecret 
^^ as you tender your own life : Doft thou know 
^ the name and condition of the lady^ whom 
** thou haft delivered?" Nicolas afliired him 
he did not, and tus excellency proceeded as foW» 
lows — " Then I tell thee, Nicolas, it is the 
^^ illuftrious Donna Leonora de Cafafonda ; lier 
** hufband is the prefident of Quito and daily 
'* expefted with the next arrivals from the South 
** Seas ; now, though meaAires have been taken 
** for detaining him at the port, wherever he 
^^ (ball land, till he fliaU receive further or* 
*< ders, yet you muft be fenfible Donna Leo- 
^ nora's fituation is fomewhat delicate : It will 
^ be your bufinefs to take the fpeedieft meafures 
^ for her recovery, but as it feems ihe has had a 
^* dangerous and p»nful labour, this may be a 

** work 
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^' work of more time than eould be wiflied, iM- 
^< lefs Tome medicines m6fe ef£caciou$ tfadn 
*< common arc adminiftered : Art thou acquaint- 
" ed with any fuch, friend NicotesJ?"-*-** So 
** plcafc your excellency," quoth Nicolas, my 
** procelTes have been tolerably fucceisful; I 
^< have bandages and cataplafms with oils and 
<< conferves, that I ha^ no caufe tojcompiatn 
** of; they will reftore nature to it's proper 
«* ftate in all decent tlme,"^« Thou talfceft 
** like a fool, friend Nicolas," interrupting 
him, faid the inquifidor j " What telleft thou 
<^ mc of thy fwathings and fwadlings i quick 
^* work muft be wrought by quick medicines 2 
<< Haft thou none fu<;h in thy botica ? Vll an- 
** fwer for it thou haft not; therefore look you, 
*' firrah, here is a little visd compounded by d 
** famous chymift J fe^ that you mix it in the 
*' next apozem you adnlinift^r to Dontta Leo* 
^^ nora i it is the moft capital (edative in nature ^ 
•' give her the whole <rf it, and let her hu{ban«* 
^ return when he Will, depend upon it he will 
^ make no difcoveries from her."—" Humph*!^ 
quoth Nicolas within himfelf, " Well faidj 
" inquifidor !" He took the vial with all poffible 
refpeiSl, and was not wanting in profeffipns of 
the moft inviolable fidelity and fecrecy — " No 
O 2 *' more 
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^ more words, friend Nicolas," quoth the in- 
quifidor, « upon that fcore; I do not believe 
*' thee one jot the more for all thy promifes, 
** my dependance is upon thy fears and not thy 
" faith J I fancy thou haft feen enough of this , 
** place not to be willing to return to it once 
" for all." — Having fo faid^ he rang a bell, and 
ordered Nicolas to be forthwith liberated, bid- 
ding the meffenger return his clothes inftantly 
to him with all that belonged to him, and hav- 
ing flipt a purfe into his hand well filled with 
doubloons, he bade him be gone about his bufi-^ 
nefs and not fee his face again till he had exe- 
cuted his commands* 

Nicolas boulted out of the porch without 
taking leave of the altar, and never checked his 
(peed till he found himfelf fairly houfed under 
(belter of his own beloved brafs bafm.— *' Aha !'* 
quoth Nicolas, " my lord inquifidor, I fee the 
** king is not likely to gain a fubjeft more by 
•* your intrigues : A pretty job you have fet me 
" about; and fo, when I have put the poor 
•* lady to reft with your damned fedative, my 
** tongue muft be ftopt next to prevent its 
** blabbing : But I'll fhew you I was not born 
** in Andalufia for nothing/' Nicolas now 
opened a fecret drawer and took out a few pieces 

of 
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of money, which in faft was his whole ftock of 
cafh In the world ; he loaded and primed his 
piftols and carefully lodged them in the houfers 
of his faddle, he buckled to his fide his trufly 
fpada, and haftened to caparifon his mule. 
^ Ah, thou imp of the old one," quoth he 
as he entered the ftable, " art not aflia'med to 
^ look me in the face ? But come, hufley, thou 
** oweft me a good turn methinks, ftand by me 
** this once, and be friends for ever I thou art in 
^ good cafe, and if thou wilt put thy beft foot 
** foremoft, like a faithful beaft, thou fhalt not 
** want for barley by the way." The bargain 
was foon flruck between Nicolas and his mule, 
he mounted her in the happy moment and point- 
ing his courfe towards the bridge of Toledo, 
which proudly ftrides with half a dozen lofty 
arches over a ftream fcarce three feet wide, he 
found himfelf as completely in a defart in half 
a mile's riding, as if he had been dropt in the 
center of Arabia petraea. As Nicolas's journey 
was not a tour of curiofity, he did not amufe 
himfelf with a peep at Toledo, or Talavera, or 
eyen Merida by the way; for the fame reafon he 
took a circumbendibus round the frontier town of 
Badajoz, and crofling a little brook refreflied his. 
ipule with the laft draught of Spanifli water, and 
O 3 inftantly 
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inftsmdy congratulated hlmfelf upon entering the 
territory of Portugal. " Brava!" quoth be, 
patting the neck of histnule, ^^ thou doit have 
^ a fupper thii night of the beft fieve-meat that 
*^ Eftremadura can fiirnifb : We are now in a 
^ country where die fcattered flock of Ifraet 
^ fold thick and fare well." He now began to 
chaunt the fbng of Solomon, and gently ambled 
on in the joy of his heart. 

Whea ^flcolas dt length reached the city of 
Lifbon, he hugged himfelf in his good fortune ; 
fttll he recoUeded that the inquifition has long 
arms, and he was yet in a place of no perfect 
fpcurity. Our adventurer had in early life z&td 
as affiftant furgeon in a Spanifli frigate bound to 
Buenos Ayres, and being captured by a BritUh 
mail of war and carried into Jamaica, had very 
^etly pafled fome years in that place as jour« 
nejnnan apothecary, in which dme he had ac- 
€}uired a toieraUe acquaintance with the Engli(h 
language : No fooner then did he difcover the 
Bridih enfign flying on the poop of an Englifli 
frigate then lying in the Tagus, thai\ he eagerly 
caught the opportunity of paying a vifit to die 
furgeon, and finding he was in want of a mate, 
oflStred himfelf and was entered in that capacity 
for a cruii^ againft dio FreiKh and Spaniards, 

with 
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with whoi^ Great Britain was then at war» In 
this fecisre afjrluni Nicobs enjoyed the firft happy 
moments he had experienced for a long time 
paft, and being a lively good-humoured little 
fellow, aitd one that touched ti^ guitar and fung 
fequidillas with a tolerable grace, he foon re- 
commended himfelf to his (hip-mates and grew in 
favour with every body on board from the cajp- 
tain to the cook's mate. 

When they were out upon their cruize hover- 
ing on the Spanifll coaft, it occurred to Nicolas 
that the inquifidor general ^t Madrid had told 
' him of the expected arrival of the prefident of 
Quito, and having imported* this to one of the 
lieutenants, he reported^ it to the captain^ and, 
as the intelligence feemed of importance, he 
availed himfelf of it by bawling into the track of 
the homeward-bound galleons, and great was 
the joy, when at the brcik of the morning the 
man at the mail-head announced a fquare-rigged 
veffel in view : The ardor of a chace now fet all 
iiands at work, and a few hours brought them 
near enough to difcern that {he was a Spanifli 
frigate and ieemingly from a Jong voyage : Little 
Pisdrofa, as alert as the refl, ftript himfelf for his 
work and repaired to his poit in the cock-pit, 
whilft the thunder of the ^un$ rolled inceflantly 
O 4 overhead i 
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overhead ; three cheers from the whole crew afr 
length announced the moment of vi&oryy and a 
few more minutes afcertained the good news that 
the prize was a frigate richly laden from the 
South Seas with the governor of Quito apd his^ 
liilte on board* 

Pedrofa was now called upon deck and fent 
on board the pri^&e as interpreter to the firft 
lieutenant, who was to take poffeffion of her. 
He found every thing in confufion, a deck 
covered with the flain and the whole crew in 
confternation at an event thery were in no der 
gree prepared for, not having received any intU 
mation of a war. H^ found the officers in 
general and the paiTengers without exception 
under the mod horrid impreffions of the Englifh^ 
and expeding to be plundered and perhaps hutr 
chered without mercy. Don Manuel de Cafar 
ibnda the governor, whofe countenance befpoke 
a conftitution far gone in a decline, had thrown 
himfelf on a fopha in the laft ftate of defpair and 
given way to an efFufion of ^ears 5 when the 
lieutenant entered the cabin he rofe trembling 
from his couch and with the moft fupplicating 
adion prefented to him his fword, and with it ^ 
cafket which he carried in his other hand ; as he 
tendered thefe fppils to his conqueror, whether 

through 
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tlnx>tigh weaknefs or of his own will, he made a 
motion of bending his knee ; the generous Bri- 
ton, (hocked at the unmanly overture, caught hint 
fuddenly with both hands, and turning to Pedrofa, 
faid aloud — '^ Convince this gentleman he is fall- 
" en into the hands of an honourable enemy."—. 
?' Is it poffible !" cried Don Manuel, and lifting 
up his ftreaming eyes to the countenance of the 
Britifh officer, faw humanity, valour and gene- 
rous pity fo ftrongly chara£tered in his youthful 
features, that the conviction was irrcfiftible^ 
*' Will he not accept my fword," cried the 
Spaniard ? *' He defires you to wear it, till he 
^ has the honour of prefenting you to his cap-- 
?* tain."—" Ah then he has a captain," ex- 
claimed Don Manuel, " his fuperior will be of 
^f another way of thinking ; tell him this cafkct 
^. contains my jewels ; they are valuable ; let 
•** him prefent them as a lawful prize, which 
^' will enrich the x'aptor ; his fuperior will not 
.^' hefitatc to take them from me." — " If they 
^ are your excellency's private property," re- 
plied Pedrofa, " I am ordered to aflUre you^ 
^' that if your {hip was loaded with jewels, 
** no Britifh officer in the fefvice of his king 
*' will take them at your hands ; the fhip and 
" cffcdfe of his Catholic Majefty are the only 

« prize 
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^ prise Qf the captors ; the perfonals of the 
*' paiifengers are inviolate."—*' Generous naw 
*• tion !" exclaimed Don Manuel, " how greatly 
^ have I wronged thee!"— -The bc»ts of die 
Britifli frigate now came alongfide and part df 
the crew were fhifted out (^ lie prize, taking 
their clothes and trunks along with them^ ill 
which they were very cordially affifted by.thcir 
conquerors. The barge foon after came aboafd 
with an officer in the fter-n^flieets, and the crew 
in their white ihirts and velvet caps, to efcort 
the governor and the (hip's captain on board the 
frigate, which lay with her fails to the ixiflft 
awaiting their arrival ; the accommodation ladder 
was flung over the Hde and manned for the prifen- 
ers, who were received on the gang-way by the 
fecond lieutenant, whiift perfe(% ftlence and the 
ftric^eft discipline reigned in the fliip, where ail 
'Were under the decks and no inquifitive curio6^ 
eyes were fuifcred to wound the feelings of the 
conquered even with a glance , in the docM- of 
his cabin ftood the captain, who received them 
with that modeft complaifance, which does not 
revolt the unfortunate by an overftrained polite- 
nefs^ he was a man of high .birth and elegant 
manners with a heart as benevolent as it was 
brave : Such an addrefs iet oS with a pecfon 

finely 
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finely formed and perfefUy engaging could not 
foil to imprefs the prifoners with the moft fa« 
▼ourable ideas, and as Don Manuel fpoke 
French fluently, he could converfe with the 
Britifli captain without the help of an inter- 
preter : As he exprefled an impatient deiire of 
being admitted to his parole, that he might re- 
vifit friends and connections, from which he had 
been long feparated, he was overjoyed to hear 
that the £ngU0i fhip would carry her prize into 
Lifbon ; and that he would there be fet on fhore 
and permitted to make the beft of his way from 
thence to Madrid ; he talked of his wife with all 
the ardor of the moft impaiiioned lover, and 
apologized for his tears by imputing ^em to 
the agony of his mind and the infirmity of his 
health under the dread of being longer feparated 
from an obje£l fo dear to his heart and on whom 
he doated with the fondeft affeSion. The ge- 
nerous captor indulged him in thefe converfsT- 
tions, and, being a hufband himfelf, knew how 
to allow for all the tendernefs of his fenfations* 
" Ah, fir," cried Don Manuel, " would to Hea- 
** ven it were in my power to have the honour 
** of prefenting my beloved Leonora to you on 
" our landing at Lifbon— Perhaps," added he, 
turning to Pediofa, who at that moment entered 

the 
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Ac G^bin, " this gentleman, whom I take to be 
•* a Spaniard^ may have heard the name of 
** Donna Leonora de Cafafonda ; if he has been 
•* at Madrid, it is poflible he may have feen her ; 
•* fliould that be the cafe he can teftify to her 
•' external charms; I alone can v^itnefs to the 
^ exquifite perfeftion of her mind." — " Senor 
•* Don Manuel," replied Pedrofa, " I have feeh 
*^ Donna Leonora, and your excellency is war-, 
'^ ranted in all you can fay in her praife ; flic is 
•* of incomparable beauty." Thefe words threw 
the uxorious Spaniard into raptures ; hi^ eyes, 
^arkled with delight ; the blood ruflied into his 
emaciated cheeks and every feature glowed with 
itnutterable joy: He prefied Pedrofa with a va- 
riety pf rapid enquiries, all which he evaded by 
pleading ignorance, faying that he had only had' 
a cafual glance of her, as flie paffed along the 
Parda, The embarafiment however which ac- 
companied thcfc anfwcrs dicf not efcape the 
Englifli captain, who fliortly after drawing Pe- 
drofa afide into the furgeon's cabin, was by him 
made acquainted with the melancholy fituation 
of that unfortunate lady, and every particular of 
thcftoryas before related; nay the very vial 
was produced with it's contents, as put into the 
bands of Pedrofa by the inquifidor. 
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*^ A^ A N there be fuch villainy in man ? '* 
V>4 cried the Britifh captain, when Pc- 
drofa had concluded his detail ; ^^ Alas ! my heart 
" bleeds for this unhappy hufband: afluredly that 
** monfter has deftroyed Leonora ; as for thee, 
** Pedrofa,* whilft the Britifh flag flies over thy 
** head, neither Spain, nor Portugal, nor Inqui- 
*' fitors, nor Devils fliall annoy thee under it's 
** proteSion ; but if thou ever ventured over 
*' the fide of this (hip and raflily fetteft one foot 
'*' upon Catholic foil, when we arrive at Lisbon, 
" thou art a loft man/' — " I were worfe than a 
" madman," replied Nicolas, " ftiould I attempt 
** it.*' — ^^ Keep clofe in this afylum then," re- 
fumed the captain, "and fear nothing: Had 
** it been our fate to have been captured by the 
" Spaniard, what would have become of thee ?''— 
" In the worft of extremitie?," replied Nicolas, 
" I fhould have applied to the inquifidor's vial ; 
" but I confefs I had no fears of that fort; a 
^^ (hip (b commanded and fo manned Is in little 
" danger of being carried into a Spanifh port." — 
** I hope not," faid the captain, " and' I pro- 
'^ mife thee thou (halt take thy chance in her, 

^ (0 
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^< fo long as (he is afloat under my command, 
^ and if we live to conduct her to England^ thou 
" (halt have thy proper (hare of prize money, 
^ which, if the galleon breaks up accolding to 
•^ her entries, wiH be (bmediiag towards cna- 
^ bling thee to (htft, and if thou art as diligent 
« in thy duty, as I am perfuaded thou wilt be, 
<^ whitft I live thou (halt never want a feaman^ 
^ friend."— At thefe chearing words, little Ni- 
colas threw himfelf at the feet of his generoifs 
preferver, and with ftreaming eyes poured out 
his thanks from a heart animated with joy and 
gratitude.-^The captain raiflng him by the hand 
forbade him as he prized his friend(hip ever to 
addrefs him in that pc^ure any more ; " Thank 
** me, if you will," added he, " but thank mc 
^ as one man (hould another; let no knees 
" bend in this (hip but to the name of God.— 
^ But now," continued he,' " let us turn out 
** thoughts to the fituation of our unhappy Ca- 
^ (afonda; we are now drawing near toLi(bofl, 
" where he will look to be liberated on his pa- 
•* role." — " By no means let him venture into 
« Spain," (aid Pedrofa ; « I am well affured 
*' there arc orders to arreft him in every port or 
" frontier town, where he may prefent him* 
•« felf."— « I <»n well believe it^" replied the 

captain i 
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captain ; ^' his piteous c^e will r&c|uire further 
^^ deliberation ; in the mean time let nothit^ 
*< trai^ipire on your part and keep yourfelf out of 
^ bisr fight as carefully as you can.''-p«-This faid^ 
thQ captain, left the cabin, and both parties tQm 
paired to their feveral occupations* 

As foon as the frigate and her prize caft an* 
chor in the Tagus, Don Manuel de Cafafonda 
impatiently reminded our captain of his promifed 
parole. The painful moment was now come 
when an explanation of fome fort became una- 
voidable: The generous Engliihman with a 
countenance expreilive of the tepdereft pity, took 
the Spaniard's hand in his and feating him on a 
coucb befide him, ordered the centinel to keep 
the cabin private, and delivered himfelf as fol« 
lows— 

^' Senor Don Manuel, I mufl: now impart to 
*' you an anxiety which I labour under on your 
^^ account; I have ftrong reaibn to fufpe6l you 
" have enemies in your own country, who ar^ 
" upon the watch to arreft you on your landing; 
•' when I have told you this, I expefl: you will 
** repofe fuch truft in my honour and the fincerity 
" of my regard for you, as not to demand afur- 
^ thee explanation of the particulars, on which 
^ my intelligence is founded," — " Heaven and 
6 ^ Earthr 
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" Earth," cried the aftoniflied Spaniard, " whd 
*' can be thofe enemies I have to fear, and what 
" can I haVe done to deferve them ?".:-<* So fa^ 
*' I will open myfelf to you," anfwered the cap- 
tain, *' as to point out the principal to you, th^ 
*' inquifidor general." — *' The beft friend I har^ 
*^ in S{)ain," exclaimed the governor, " my 
** fworn prbteSor, the patron of my fortune r* 
«' He my enemy ! impoffible."— *' Well, Sir,*' 
replied the captain, " if my advice does not 
•* meet belief, I muft fo far exert my authority 
•' for your fake, as to make this fhip your prii 
" fon, till I have waitfed on our minifter at 
" Lifbon and made the enquiries neceflary for 
*' your fafety ; fufpend your judgment upon th^ 
*' feeming harfhnefs of this meafure till I return 
" to you again j" and at the fame time rifing 
from his feat, he gave orders for the bargcj and 
leaving ftridt injunftions with the firft lieute- 
nant not to allow of the governor's quitting the 
frigate, he put off for the (hore and left the me- 
lancholy Spaniard buried in profound and filent 
meditation. 

The emiflaries of the Inquifition having at 
laft traced Pedrofa to Lifbon, and there gained 
intelligence of his having entered on board the 
frigate^ our captain had no fooner turned intc5 

the 
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the porch of the hotel «i^Baenos-AyreS) than he 
Was accofted by a meflenger of ftate with a re<^ 
tquUition from the prime minider's office for the 
furrender of one Nicolas Pcdrofa, a fubjeft of 
Spain and a criminal, who had efcaped out of the 
prifon of the Inquifitidn in Madrid, where he ftood 
charged of high crimes and mifdemeanors.— 
As foon as this requifition was explained to our 
worthy captain, without condefcending to a word 
in reply he called for pen and ink, and writing a 
ihort order to the officer commanding on board, 
inftantly difpatched the midOiipman, who at- 
tended him, to the barge with direSions to 
make the beft of his way back to the frigate and 
deliver it to the lieutenant : Then turning to the 
meflenger, he faid to him in a refolute tone— 
<• That Spaniard is now borne on my books, and 
*• before you fliall take him out of the fervice of 
** my King, you muft fink his fliip."— Not 
watting for a reply, he immediately proceeded 
without flop to the houfe of the Britifh Minifter 
at the further end of the city : Here he found 
. Pedroia*s intelligence with regard to the Gover- 
nor of Quito exprefsly verified, for the order had 
come down even to Lifbon upon the chance of 
the Spanifh frigate's taking (belter in that port : 
To this Minifter he related the horrid tale, which 
Vol. V. P Pedrofa 
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Pedrpfa had delivered to him, and with his con<r 
currence it was determined %o forward letter? 
into Spain, which Don Manuel 0K>Mld \>^ sid^ 
vifed to write to hi^ lady and friends at Madrid^ 
and to wait their anfw^r before any further dif- 
coveries were imparted tp him refpciSiog thf 
blacker circumftapcjes of the caie : In the naem 
time it was refplved to^keep, the prifoaer (iff 
in his afylum. 

The generous Captain loft no time m return**' 
ing to his frigate, wftere he immediately imr 
parted to Don Manuel the^ intelligence he had 
'bbuined at the Britiih Miniiler's— " Ttii$ iiir 
*f deed," cried the afflii^d Spaniard, ^ is ^ ftrojc^ 
'^ I was in no refpe^ prepared for; I had fondly 
** perfuaded myfelf there wa^ not in the whple eqar 
^^ pire of Spain a more friendly heart thao that of 
** the Inquifidor's ; to my beloved Leonora he had 
*'. ever (hewn the tendernefs of a paternal affec- 
*' tion from her very childhood ; by him our hands 
•' were joined ; his lips pronounced the nuptial 
<^ benedi3ion, and through his favour I wa^ 
^ promoted to my government : Grant, Hea- 
*' ven, no misfortune hath be^len my Leonora ! 
^^ furely (he cannpt have offended him and for.- 
** feited his favour.*'—" As I know him not^" 
replied the Captain, '^ X can form no judg- 

. i *' aient 
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^ ment of his rtiiotiYes ; but Ai$ I know, thkt if 
*^ a man's heart is capable of cruelty, the fitteft 
" fchod to lcam.it in, muft be the Intjaifition/ ' 
The propofal was now faggeftcd offending let- 
ters into Spain, and the Governor retired to his 
deOe, for the purpofe of writing them ; in the af* 
ternoon trf'the fame day the Minifterpaid a vifit 
to the Captain, and receiving a packet from the 
hands of Don Manuel, promifed to get it for- 
warded by a fafe conveyance according to di- 
reftion. 

In due courfc of time this fetal letter from 
Leonora opened all the horrible tranfaSbion to the 
wretched hufband :— 

The guilty hand df an ^xpringwifey under iheago^ 
nizing operation of a mortal poifon^ traces thefefew 
trembling lines to an injured wretched hufband. If 
thou hajl any pity for my farting fpirit fly the ruin 
that awaits thee and <iVoid this fcsne of villainy afid 
horror^ JVljen I tell thee I have borne a child to the 
monfler^ whofe poifon rum in my veins^ thou wilt 
abhor thy faithlefs Leonora \ had IJlrength to re- 
late to thee thefubiU machinations^ which betrayed 
me to difgrace^ thou wouldji pity and perhaps for- 
give me. Oh agony! can I write his name? — The 
Inquifidor is my murderer — My pen falls from my 
hand — Farewell for ever, 

?2 Had 
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H^d a (hot pafied through the heart of Doil 
Manuel, it could not more efFedlually have ftopt 
its motions, than the perufal of this fatal writing! 
He dropped lifelefs on the couch, and but for the 
care and affidance of the Captain and Pedrofa in 
that pofture he had probably expired. Grief 
like his will not be defcribed by words, for to 
words it gave no utterance j 'twas fuiFocating, 
Went woe. 

L^t us drop the curtain over this melancholy 
paufe in our narration, and attend upon the 
mournful widower now landing upon Englifh 
ground, and conveyed by his humane and gene-> 
rous preferver to the houfe of a noble Earl, the 
iather of our amiable Captain and a man by his 
virtues ftill more confpicuous than by his rank. 
Here amidft the gentle folicitudes of a benevo* 
lent family, in one of the moft enchanting fpots 
on earth, in a climate moft falubrious and refto- 
rative to a conftitution exhaufted by heat and a 
heart near broken with forrow, the reviving 
fpirits of the unfortunate Don Manuel gave the 
firft fymptoms of a poflible recovery. At the 
period of a few tranquillizing weeks here pafled 
in the bofom of humanity, letters came to hand 
from the Britifh Minifter at Lifbon, in anfwer 
to a memorial, that I ihould have Hated to have 

been 
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been drawn up by the friendly Captain before 
his departure from that port, with a detail of 
hEts depofed and fworn to by Nicolas Fedrofa, 
which memorial with the documents attached to 
it was forwarded to the Spani(h Court by fpecial 
cxprefs from the Portuguefe premier. By thefc 
letters it appeared that the high dignity of the 
perfon impeached by this ftattfment of fa£h had 
not been fufficient to icreen him from a very fe« 
rious and complete inveftigation i in the courfe 
of which fa£ts had been fo clearly brought home 
to him by the confefSon of his feveral agents, 
and the teftimony of the deceafed Leonora's 
attendants together with her own written decla- 
rations, whilft the poifon was in operation, that 
tiK>ugh no public fentence had been executed 
upon the criminal, it was generally underftood 
he was either no longer in exiftence, or in a fitu- 
ation never to be heard of any more, till roufed 
by the awakening trump he (hall be fummoned 
to his tremendous laft account. As for the uiv- 
happy widower it was fully fignified to him from 
authority, that his return to Spain, whether upon 
exchange or parole, would be no longer oppofed, 
nor had he any thing to apprehend on the part of 
government, when he fhould there arrive. The 
P 3 fame 
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fame was fignified in fewer words to the excul- 
pated Pedrofa. 

Whether Don Manael de Cafafonda will in 
time to come avail himfelf of thefe overtures- 
time alone can prove : As for little Nicolas^ 
whofe prize money has fct him up in a Coinfort'* 
able little fhop in Duke's place, where he 
breathes the veins and cleanfes the bowels of his 
IfraelitKh brethren in a land of freedom and to- 
leration, his merry heart is at reft, Ave only 
when with fire in his eyeS:and vengeance on his 
tongue he anathematizes the Inquifition, andftruts 
into the fynagogue every fabbath with as bold a. 
ftep and as ere£t a look^ as if he was himfelf 
High Prieft of the Temple going to p^form 
fecrifice upon the re^afTembling of the fcattered 
tribes, 
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I Would wilh no man to deceive himfelf with 
opinions, which he has not thoroughly re^ 
fle<Eled upon in his folitary hours: Till he has 
ctmmunedwith his i^wn heart in his chamber^ it 

wiU 
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will be daiigeroud to commit bimfelf to its 
imputfes amidft the diftr^ftions of fociety : In 
folitude he will hear another voice than he has 
been ufed to hear in the colloquial fcenes of life s 
for confcience, though mute a^ the antient cho- 
rus in the buftle of the drama, will be found a 
powerful fpeaker in foliloquy. If I could be* 
lieve that any man in thefe times had ferioufly 
and deliberately reafoned himfelf into an abfolute 
contempt of things facred, I fhould expccft that 
fuch a being (hould uniformly zA up to his prin« 
ciples in. all fituations, and, having Uirown adde 
all, the reftraints of religion, iboUld difcharge 
from his mind all thofe fears, apprehenfions and 
folicitudes, that haVe any cOnneSibn with the 
dread of a futurity. But, without knowing what 
pafles in the private thoughts of men, who pro- 
fefs thefe daring notions, I cannot help obferving, 
that, if noify clamour be a mark of cowardice, 
they alfo have the fymptoms ftrongly upon them 
of belying their own confcience : They are bold 
in the crowd, and loudeft in the revels of the 
feaft ; there they can echo the infult, dafh the 
ridicule in the very face of Heaven, and ftun 
their confcicnces in the roar of the caroufaL 

Let me pi£hire to myfelf a man of this de- 

fcription fufpri^ed ii^to unexpected folitude after 

P4 the 
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the revels of an evening, whqre he has been the 
wit of the company at the expence of decency 
and religion ; here his triumphs are over ; the 
plaudits of his comrades no longer encourage 
him ; the lights of the feaft are extinguiOied, 
and be is Surrendered to darknefs and refIe<5lion : 
Place him in the midft of a defart heathy a lone« 
feme traveller in fome dark tempefluous night, 
^nd let the elements fubfcribe their terrors to en<» 
counter this redoubted champion—- 

Who durfi defy tb* Omnipotent^ 

If coufiftency be the teft of a man's fincerity, . 
he ought now to hold the fame language of de- 
fiance, and with undaunted fpirit cry out to the 
elements—*' Do your worft, ye blind tools of 
" chance ! Since there can be neither intelli^ 
*^ gence nor direction in your rage, I fet you at 
" nought. You niay indeed fubjedl me to fome 
«' bodily inconvenience, but you can raife no 
*' terrors in my mind, for I have fajd you have 
*' no matter : There is no hand %o point the 
** lightning, and the ftroke of its flafli is di- 
^* refted to no aim : If it fmites the oak, it pe- 
** riflies 5 if it penetrates my breaft, it annihr- 
" lates my exiftence, and there is no foul within 
** me to refume it. What have I to fear i The 

« worft 
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*< worft you threaten is a momentary extinSion 
** without pain or ftruggle ; and as I only wait 
^ on earth till I am weary of life, the moft you 
** can do is to foreftall me in the natural rights 
^ of fuicide. I have lived in this world as the 
" only world I have to live in, and have done all 
'^ things therein as a man, who acfls without ac- 
** count to an Hereafter. The moral offices, as 
*' they are called, I have fometimes regarded as 
** a fyftem of worldly wifdom, and where they 
" have not crofled my purpofes, or thwarted nif 
*' pleafures, I have occafionally thought fit to 
*< comply with them : My proper pride in fome 
^' indances, and felf^intereft in others, have dif- 
" ftaded me from the open violation of a truil^ 
** for it is inconvenient to be deteSed ; and 
" though I acknowledge no femonftrances from 
** within upon the fcore of in&my, I do not like 
^* the clamours of the crowd. As for thofe 
" mercenary inducements, which a pretended 
^ revelation holds forth as lures for patience un- 
*' dcr wrongs and tame refignation to misfor- 
^ tune, I regard them as derogatory to my na- 
" ture ; they fink the very charadler of virtue by 
•* meanly tendering a reverfionary happinefs as 
^* the bribe for praftifing it j the doftrine there- 
" fore of a future life, in which the obedient are 

« to 
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^ to expedi rewards,, and the difobedient are^ 
^^ threatened with puniQiments, confutes itfelf 
^ by its own internal weaknefs, and is a fyfteni 
^ fo fordid in its principle, that it can only bc» 
^ calculated to dupe us into mental Aavery, and 
** frighten us out of that generous privilege,^ 
** which is our univerfal birthright, the privilege 
5' of difmifling ourfelves out of e^ence, when 
♦* we are tired with its conditions.*' 

Had I fabricated this language for infidelity 
With the purpofe of ftamping greater det^ftation 
U|K>n its audacity^ I had rather bear the blame of 
having overcharged the charaiSler, than td be able 
(.as I now am ) to point out a recent publication, 
which openly avows this fhamelefs do^tri-ne ;£ut 
as I do not wiih to help any anonymous blaiphe-? 
mer into notice, let tl)e toleration of the times 
be his {hclter, and their contempt his anfwer ! 
In the mean time I will take leave to oppofe to 
jt a (hort paflage from a traft, lately tr^inflated 
into Englifh, intitled PbiUfophical and Critkai 
inquiries concerning Chri/iianity^ by Mr. BoHnet 
ef Geneva j a work well deferving an attentive 
perufal. 

Here I invite that reader ^ who can elevate his 
tmndto the contemplation of the ways of Providence^ 
to meditate vjitb me on the admirable methods, of 

divine 
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Jiivine wifdom in the cjiahlijhmtnt of Chrijitanit^ ; 
a rdigion^ the univerfality of which was to coni'^ 
prehend all ageSy all places, nations^ ranks andjitu- 
atiOns in life-, a religion, which made no diflinSfion 
between the crowned head and that of the loweft 
fubje£i ; for?ned to dif engage the heart from terref-^ 
trial things, to ennoble, to rffine, to fublime the 
thoughts and affections of man ; to render him con- 
Jcious of the dignity of his nature, the importance of 
his end, to carry his hopes even to eternity, and 
thus ajfociate him with juperior intelligences', a 
religion, which gave every thing to the fpirit and 
nothing to the flefl)-, which called its difciples to 
the greatefi facrifices, becaufe men, who are taught 
to fear God alone, can undergo the fever efi trials ; 
a religion in Jhort (to conclude my weak conceptions 
on fo fublime a fubje£i) which was the perfeSiion or 
completion of natural laiu, the fcience of the truly 
wife, the refuge of the humble^ the conjolation of 
the wretched', fo majejiic in its ftmplicityt^ fo fublimi 
in its doSlrine, fo great in its obje^f, fo ajhnijhing 
in its effeSis. — / have endeavoured (fays this ex-r 
cellent author in his conclufion) to explore the in . 
mojl receffes of my heart, and having difcovered na 
fecret motive there, which Jhould induce me to rejeSf 
a religion fi well calculated tofupply the defeats of 

my 
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ny reaforty to comfort me under affliction and to ad^ 
vanee the perfe^ion of my nature^ I receive this 
religion as the greateji blejjing Heaven in its good- 
tufs could confer upon mankind \ and 1 Jhould Jlill 
receive it with gratitude^ were I to conftder it mfy 
as the very hejl and mofi perfe^ fyjlem of practical 
fbilofophy, (bonnet.) 

That man, hurried away by the impetuofity of 
his pafHonSy is capable of ftrange and monftrous 
irregularities I am not to learn ; even vanity and 
the inean ambition of being eccentric may draw 
out very wild expreCions fropn him in his un- 
guarded hours J but that any creature (hould be 
deliberately blafphemous, and reafon himfclf (if I 
may fo exprefs it) into irrationality, furpafles my 
conception, and is a fpecies of defperation for 
which I have no name. 

If the voice of univerfal nature, the experience 
of all ages, the light of reafon and the immediate 
evidence of my fenfes cannot awaken me to a 
dependancc upon my God, a reverence for his 
religion and an humble opinion of myfelf, what 4 
loft creature am I ! 

Where can we meet a more touching defcrip- 
tion of God's omniprefencc and providence than 

in 
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in the 139th pfalm? and how can I better con- 
elude this paper than by the following humble 
attempt at a tranilation of that moft beautiful 
addrefs to the Creator of mankind. 



Psalm CXXXIX. 

I O Lord, who by thy mighty power • 
Hail feaixh'd tne out in every part. 
Thou know'ft each thought at every hour^ 
Or e'er it rifes to my heart, 

% In whatfoever path I ftray, 

Where'er I make my bed at night, 
No maze can fo conceal my way. 
But I ftand open to thy iight. 

5 Nor can my tongue pronounce a word. 
How fecretly foe'er 'twere faid. 
But in thine ear it fhall be heard. 
And by thy judgment Ihall be weighed. 

4 In every particle I fee 

The falhion of thy plaftio hand s 

5 Knowledge too excellent for me. 
Me, wretched man, to underftand. 

6 Whither, ah ! whither then can I 
From thine alUprefent fpirit go i 

7 To Heav'n ? 'tis there thou'rt thron'd on high ? 
To Hell ? 'tis there thou rul'ft below. 

S Lend 
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% I,cnd me, O Morning, hn^ me wings ! 
On the firft beam of opening diy 
To the laft wave, that ocean flings 
On the world's (hoi-e, Fll flit away. 

9 Ah fool ! if there I meant to hide. 
For thou, my God, fhalt reach me there ; 
Ev'n there thy hand (hall be my guide. 
Thy right hand hold me in its^care. 

10 Again, if calling out for niglit, 

X bid it (hreud me from thine eyes. 
Thy pFcfence makes a burlt of lights 
And darknefs to tlie centre hies. 

11 Nay, darknefs cannot intervene 
Betwixt the univerfe and Thee ; 

Light or no light, there's npughf, I ween> 
God felf-illumin'd cannot fei?» 

12 Thine is each atom of my frame j 
Thy fingers ftrung my inmoft reinsi 
Ev'n ip the womb, or e'er I came 
To life a^id causM a mother's pains. 

X 3 Oh ? what a fearful work is man ! 
A wonder of creative art ! 
My God, how marvellous thy plan ! 
'Tis chara(5lcr\l upon my heart. 

14. My very bones, tho' deep conceal'd 
And buried in this living clay, 
Are to thy fearching fight i-eveaPd 
As clear as in the face of day. 

15 That 
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1 5 That eye, which thro* Creation darts. 
My fubftance, yet imperfe^, fcwi V, 
And in thy book my embryo part* 
Were written and their ufeg |)lan'<4 

x6 Ere Time to fliape and fafhipn drcyr 
Thcfe duftijc members one by one. 
Into man's image ere they grew, 
Thy great profpeflive work was dpne. 

1 7 O God ! how gracious, how divine. 
How dear thy counfels to my foul ! 
Myriads to myriads cou'd- 1 join^ 
They'd fail to number up the whole. 

1 8 I might as well go tell the fand. 
And count it over grain by grain 1 
No ; in thy prefence let me ftand, 

' And walking with vay God remain. 

19 Wilt thou not, Lord, avenge the good ? 
Shall not blafphemcrs be deftroy'd ? 
Pepart from nie, ye men of blood, 
Hence, murderers, and my fight avoid ! 

10 Loud are their hofliile voices heard 
To take thy facred name in vairj i 

11 Am I not grIcvM ? Doth not each word 
Wring my affli£led heart with pain ? 

Doth not my zealous foul return 
Hatred for hatred to thy foes ? 
%i Yea, Lord ! I f(.el my bofom burn. 
As tho' againft my peace they rofe. 

23 Try 
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ft^TrxmetdftadP^wcrt tnd fcareh my hevt § 
JUj all iu movcmenti in thy view | 
Explore it to iU iiimof^ part, 
N«r fpare it» if 'tit found untnie. 

t4 If detiout from thy paths I ftrayi 
And wickfidneft be found with me,' 
Oh ! lead roe back the better way 
To cvcrlafting life and Thee. 



N* CXLVI. 



Eft genus hominum^ qui ijft primes fi omnium rt^ 

rum voluntf 
Ku/unt. (terint. euk.) 

WHAT adelightful thing it is to find one's 
felf in a company, where tempers har- 
monize and hearts are open ; where wit flows 
without any checks but what decency and good- 
nature impofe, and humour indulges itfelf in 
thofe harmlefs freaks and caprices, that raife a 
laugh, by which no man's feelings are offended. 

This can only happen to us in a land of free- 
dom i it is in vain to hope for it in thofe arbi- 
trary 
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trary countries, wher€ men mUft lock the ^oors 
againft fpies and informers, and muft* entruft 
their lives, whilft they impart their fentiments, 
to each other. In fuch circumftances a mind, 
enlightened by education is no longer a bleffing : 
What is the advantage of difcernment, and how 
is a man profited by his capacity of feparating 
truth from error, if he dare not exercife that 
faculty ? It were fafer to be the blind dupe of 
fuperftition than the intuitive philofopher, if born 
within the jurifdiflion of an inquifitorial tribunal. 
Can a man felicitate himfelf in the glow of ge- 
nius and the gaycty of wit, when breathing the 
air of a country, where fo dire an inftrument is 
in force as a lettre de cachet ? But experience 
hath (hewn us, that if arbitrary monarchs cannot 
keep their people in ignorance, they cannot re- 
tain them in flavcry; if men read, they will me- 
ditate ; if they travel, they will compare, and 
their minds muft be as dark as the dungeons, 
which imprifon their perfons, if they do not rife 
with indignation againft fuch monftrous maxims, 
as imprifonment at pleafure for undefined of- 
fences, felf-accufations extorted by torments 
and fecret trials, where the prifoner hath neither 
voice nor advocate. Let thofc princes, whofe 
' government is fo adminiftered, jnah darknefs 
VoL.V. CL their 
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ihfir pavilion^ and A»w dicir very meuntains 
down upon then> to IhuteuC- the light, or expod 
the period of their defpotifin : IDuminated' minds 
will not be kept in flavery. 

With a nation fo free, fo highly enlightened^ 
and f& eminent in letters as the£ngli(h, we may 
well e^qie^ to find the fodal qualities in their 
beft ftate; and it is but jufiice to the age we 
live in to confefs thofe expe^tions may be fully 
gratified : There are forae perhaps wha w31 not 
fubfcribe to this afiertion, but probably thofe 
very people make the difappointments they com- 
plaia of : If a man takes no pains to pleafe bis 
companyi he is little likely to be pleafed by his 
company. Liberty, though eflfentisd to good fo- 
ciety, may in feme of it's e(fe6b operate agsnnft 
it, for as it piakes men independant, indepen*- 
dance will occafionally be found to make them 
arrogant) and none fuch can be good compa- 
nions ; yet let me fay for the contemporaries I 
am living with, that within the period of my own 
acquaintance with the world the reform in it's 
ibcial manners and habits has been gradual and 
encreafing. The feudal haughtinefs of our no- 
bility has totally difeppeared, and, in [dace of a 
proud djftant referve, a pleaiing fuavity and com- 
panionable eafe have almoft untverfsdly obtained 
5 amongft 
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amongft the highct orders 2 TTie pedantry, of 
office is gone, and eve» Ae animofity of party is 
fo fer in the wainj that it ferves rather to whet 
our wits than our fwords againft each oAer : 
The agitation Of political opinions is no longer 
a fiibjedt fatal to the peace of die table, but takes 
it's turn with other topics withotit any breach of 
good-manners or good iellow(hip« 

It were too much to fay that there are no ge- 
neral caufes ftill fubfifting, which annoy our fo- 
cial comfortS) and difgrace our tempers } they 
are ftill too many, and it is amongft the duties 
of an Obferver to fet a mark upon them, though 
by fo doing I may run into repetition, for I am 
not confcious of having any thing to fay upon the 
fubjedV, which I have not faid before \ but if a 
beggar, who afks charity, becaule of his impor- 
tunity fhall at length be relieved^ an author per* 
haps, who enforces his advice, (hall in the end be 
liftened to* 

I muft therefore again and again infift upon it, 
that there are two fides to every argument, and 
that it is the natural and unalienable right of man 
to be heard in fupport of his opinion, he having 
firft lent a patient ear to the fpeaken, who main- 
tains fentiments, which oppofe that opinion : I 
do humbly apprehend that an overbearing voice 
Q^ 2 and 
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and noify volubility of tongue arc proofs of a 
very underbred fellow, and it is with regret I fee 
fociety too frequently difturbed in it's moft de- 
ieflable enjayments by this odious chara<3:er : I 
do not fee that any man hath a right by obliga- 
tion or otherwife to lay me und^r a neceffiXy of 
thinking exa£Uy as he thinks : Though I admit 
t\\2it from the fullnefs of the heart the tongue 

fpeaketh^ I do not admit any fuperior pretenfions 
it hath to be Sir Oracle from the fullnefs of the 
pocket. In the .name of freedom what claim 
hath any man to be the tyrant of the table ? As 
well he may avail himfclf of the greater force of 
his fifts as of his lungs. Doth fenfe confift in 
found, or is truth, only to be meafured by the 
noife it makes ? Can it be a difgrace to be con- 

. vinced, or doth any one lofe by the exchange, 
who refigns his own opinion for a better ? 
When I refledl: upon the advantages of our 
public fchools, where puerile tempers are cor- 
refted by coUifion ; upon the mathematical ftu- 
dies and fcholaftic exercifes of our univerfities, I 
am no lefs grieved than aftoniflied to difcover fo 
few proficients in well-mannered controverfy, fo 
very ityff^ who feem to make truth the obje6t of 
their inveftigation, or will fpare a few patient 
moments from the eternal repetition of their 

own 
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own deafening jargbn to the temperate -reply of 
men, probably better ^qualified to fpeak than 
themfelves. 

There is another grievance not unfrequent 
though inferior to thi« abovementioned, which 
proceeds jointly from the mixt nature of fociety 
and the ebullitions of freedom in this happy 
country, I mean that roar of mirth and uncon- 
trouled flow of fpirit^', which hath more vulga- 
rity in it than cafe, more noife than gayety : The 
ftream of elegant feftivity will never overflow 
it's banks 5 the delicacy offex, the dignity of 
rank and the decorum' "of certain profeffiortS 
(hould never fee fo ovorlookcd, as to alarm the 
feelings of ajiy perfon prefent, intercfted for 
their prefervation. When the fofter fex entruft 
themfelves to our fociety, we fhould never for* 
^et- the- tender refpe6^ due to them even in our 
gayeft hours: When' the higher orders by de;- 
i^ehdrng, and the lower by afcending out of 
thcir-fpher^ meet upon the. level of good fellow^ 
fhip, let:rtot our fuperiors be revolted by a,rufti- 
<j»ty^wcver jovial, nor driven back into their 
faftnefles by our overftepping the partition line^ 
and nwlcilig faucy inroads into their proper 
quarters. • Who qu:^ftions a minifter about news 
p;^ politics i who talks ribaldry before a bifhop? 
:.: 1- 0^3 onct 
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once in feven yeai's is elten enough for ^ 
krelling familiarity of eledioiieerifig manners. 

There Is another remark, which I cannot ex«> 
cufe myfelf from makickg, if it were only for the 
iake of thofe luckleft beings, who being bora 
with duller faculties, or ftampt by the hand of 
nature with oddities either of humour* or of 
perfon, feem to be fet up in fociety as butts for 
the arrows of raiHery and ridicule : If the ob« 
jc^ thus nokade the vi&im of the ^ompmy^ feels 
thefhaft, who but muft fuflfer with him ? If he 
feels it not, we blufli (or human nature, wbo^ 
dignity is facrificed in his perfon i and ^ for 
the profeft buffoon, I take him lo havf as little 
pretenflons to true humour, as a punfie^ has to 
true wit. There is fcope enough for all th^ 
eccentricities of charadler without turning cniei*> 
ty into fport j let fetire tak« it'^ (hare, but kt 
^ice only fhrink before its l^t it filence the 
tongue that wantonly violates truth, or defame 
reputation ; let it batter the infulting towers cif 
pride, bat Jet the air-buik caftks of Tanltj% 
much more the humble roof of the indigent and 
jstfirm never provoke it's QJeen* 

It happened to me not long ago to fell into 
company with fome very refpe£faible . perfons^ 
diicfly of the mercantile order, where a country 

gentleman, . 
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ge^tleifian, who n^s ailrang^r to moft of th6 
party, tx>ok upon iiiiti td entertain the company, 
with a tedious ftring of ftories of no fort of impor- 
tance to any foul prdent, and all tending to difplay 
hie own confluence, fortune and independance. 
Such converfation was ill calculated for th6 
company prefenti th(! majority of whom hfid I 
dare fay been the founders of their own fortunes, 
and I fhould doubt if ther^ w^s any quarter of 
the glebe acctffibk to commerce, wi\ich had not 
been reforted to by fome one or other then fit* 
ting at tim table* This aninterefting egotift 
therefore was the more unpardonable, as he (hat 
out every topic of curious and amufing informa-* 
tix3n, which could no where meet a happier op- 
portunity for difcufllon. 

He was endured for a confidetable time with 
that patience which is natural to men of good 
manners and experience in the world : This 
encouragement only rendered him more infup- 
portable ; when at laft an elderly gentleman feiz^d 
the opportunity of afbort paufe in his difcourib to 
addreft the following reproof to this eternd 
talker. 

" We have liftencd to you, fir, a long time 

^^ with attention, and it does not appear that 

^ any body prefent is difpofed to queftion either 

Q^ 4 •* your 
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*^ your independance, or the comforts that are 
" annexed to it ; we rejoice that you poffefs 
" them in fo full a degree, and we wifij every 
" landed gentleman in the kingdom was invthe 
" fame happy predicament with yourfelf ; but we 
^' are traders, fir, and are beholden to our inuuftry 
" ai?d fair-dealing for what you inherit from 
f^ your anceftors and yourfelf never toiieid for: 
*' Might it not be altogether as amufing to you 
^^ to be told of our adventures in foreign c}ime.s 
•Vand countries ; of our dangers, difficulties and 
" efcapes ; our remarks upon the manners arid 
/' cuijoms of other nations, as to enclofe the 
. *^ whole converfation within the hedge of your 
** owni eftate, and fliut up intelligence^ wide as 
*^ the world itfelf, within the narrow limits of 
*=' your parifti pound ? Believe me, fir, we arc glad 
*' to hear you, and we refpeft your tirder in the 
^^ ftate, but we are willing to hear each other alfo 
>' in our turns ; for let me obferve to you in the 
;*« ftile of the Compting-houfe, that converfa- 
'^ tion like trade abhors a monopoly, and that 
" a man can derive no benefit from fociety, un- 
*' lefs he hears others talk as well as himfelf," 



N' 
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" N- CXLVII. 

•f ■ . .. , 

Drfun5fu$ jamfunij nihil eft qu6d dicat mihi» • 

. (terent.) 

IN all ages o£ the world men have been \^ 
habits .of praifing the time pad at.the expenc;^ 
of the time prefent. This was don^ even in the 
Auguftan aera, and in that v/itty and qelebrated 
period th^. laudator temporis a^i inuft have b^en 
either a very Jplenetic, or. a very filiy charac- 
ter. . , .. . ^ ,' ■■) 

Our prefent grumblers may, pcrhaps.be better 
warranted i but,, though there. m^y not be the 
fame iiyuftiqe in their cavilling complaints, 
ther.Q is jpfivce.than. equal. impolicy in the;jir^^ 
if by diic^quraging tljeir. contemporaries, thgr 
mean to, mend jliem,, they take a very certain 
me^hgd^pf eQuntera<Stiijig tii^ir owndofigns ;. aip^4 
if they hfive.j^ny other meaning, it muft be foine- 
jjthipg )vprfe,than impolitic .an4 .they have mpr^ 
-to anfwer for |:jb^n,a mere miftake.': ., _ ,.^ 

Who but. the. mean^ft of mankind .woujd wif$ 
tQ damp^ the (pirit and degrade the genius of 
the country he belongs to ? Is any man lowered 

by the dignity of his own nation, by the talents 

.. ... .. .^ ,.. , .>. ■ ^^ 
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of his contemporaries ? Who would not prefer 
to live in an enlightened and a rifing age rather 
than in a dark and declining one ? It h natural 
to take a {iride in the exceOence of oiir Jiree 
cOnfiftution>in the virtues of our Sovereign; is it 
not as natural to fympathize in the profperity 
dp <mr arts and fciences, in the reputation of ottr 
countrymen? But tbefe fplenettc Dampers arc 
Jbr ever fighing over the decKnc of wit, the de- 
cfine of genius, the decline of literature, when 
if there is any one thing diat has declined rather 
Aan' another, rt is the wretched ftate of criticifiia, 
(6 far as they have to do with it. 

As I was paflSng from the city the odier day 
I turned into a coffee-houfe, atid todt my feat 
at a table, next to ivhich fome gentlemen had 
iffemWed, land wcreconverfing over their cofiee.' 
A dif^ute was carried on between a llttie prat- 
jffing Volatile fellow and an old gentlenran of a 
IbHen, morofe zf)pt^ who in a diftatdrlal tone 
of voice was dethwming againft the times, and 
treating them a;nd their puifiiyadvocate withmore 
contempt than Cither oae or the other feemed 
to deC^ve : Still the tittle fellow, who t^d abun- 
;3ance'of zeal and no want of words, kept bar- 
fling with might and main fof the world as it 
^goes agatnft the world as it.had g«ie by, and I 

could 
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could perceive be had an intereft with the junior 
part of his hearers, whilft the fullen orattor was 
no lefs popular athongft the elders of the party: 
The little fellow, who feemed to think it n# 
good reafon why any work fibioukl be decritd 
only becaufe the autbpr of it was living, had 
been def<:anting upon the tnttit of a. recent pubt- 
lication, and had ^^^ flufted his ground firoia 
the fciences to the fine arts, where he feenied to 
have taken a ftrong poft and flood reftJuitely to 
it; his opponeiTt, who was not a mah to be 
tickled out of his ffdeen by a few fine daihes of 
arts merely elegant, did not reliih this Jdod of 
ikirmifMng argument, and tauntingly cried out— • 
^ What tell you me of a parcel of gew-gaw ar- 
f< tifts, fit only to pick the pockets of a diflipated 
^ trifling age ? You talk of your painters and 
^ pourtrait-^mongers, what ufe are they of I 
<< Where are the philofophers and the poets, 
^ whofe countenances might intereft pofterity 
^* to fit to them ? WiH they paint me a Bacon, 
** a Newton or a Locke ? I defy them : There 
^ are not three beads upon living (houlders in 
<^ the kingdom worth the oil, that would be 
^ wafled upon them. Will they or you find 
*< me a Shakefpear, a Milton, a Dryden, a 
^ Pope, an Addifen^ You cannot find a limb, a 

•* feature. 
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** feature, or even the fhadow of the leaft of 
** them : Thcfe were men worthy ic be record- 
** cd; poet5, who reached the very topmoftfum- 
«* mits of Parnaffusj; our moderns are but 
«• pifnftifes crawling at its !owcft root." — ^This 
lofty defiance brought our little advocate to a 
i^nptus ; the moment was embarrafling ; the 
'Champion of time pad was echoed by his par- 
ty with a cry of — ** No, No ! there are no 
^« fuch men as thefe now living.'*—" I believe 
^* ndt," he replied, " I beiicvo not : I could 
^ giyc you a fcore of names more, but thefe 
i** are enough: Honrft Tom Durfey would be 
" tnoFc thai! a. match for any poetafter now 
••♦breathing."- ... 

i In this ftile he went on. crowing and clapping 
!his wings over a beaten c xk, for our poor i little 
champion fecmed dcad.Ajpon the pit : He mut- 
tered fomething between his teeth, as ff flfnjg- 
gling to pronounce fomc name that {luclc iivhi% 
throat; •but:either there was in .faS no cdncem*- 
'ponary,: whom he thought ft iafc to oppbfe to 
thcfe ^GoHahs in the lift's, or ^one were {s^nt 
tb his nrniid at l;his moment. ; . » ., . 
. rAJayl; thought I, ycur caufc, my belovM 
co^einporaries,' is defpcrate: FiC Pitt is f- Yoti 
arC'^but duft in the foalc, while this Bfinnus 
/ '''.r. '. "' direSs 
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dire£ls the beam. All that I have admired 
and applauded in my zeal for thofe with whom 
I h^ve lived and ftill live ; all that has hitherto 
made my heart expand with pride and reverence 
for the age and nation I belong to, * will be im- 
molated to the manes of thefe departed worthies, 
whom, though I revere, I cannot love and cherifh 
with that fympathy of foul, which I feel towards 
you,, my dear but degenerate contemporaries ! 
. There was a young man, fitting at the elbow 
of the little creft-fallen fellow, with around 
clerical curl, which tokened him to be a fon of 
the church. Having filently awaited the full 
time for a rally, if anyfpirit of refurredion had 
been left in the fallen hero, and none fuch ap- 
pearing, he addrefled himfclf to the challenger 
with an air fo modeft, but withal fo impreflive, 
that it was impoflible not to be prejudiced in his 
&vour, before he opened his caufe. 

"I cannot wonder," faid he, " if the gen- 
^' tleman, who has challenged us to produce a 
" parallel to any one of the great names he has 
'^ enumerated, finds us unprepared with any 
*' living rival to thofe illuftrious characters : 
^' Their fame, though the «ge in which they 
" lived did not always appreciate it as it ought, 
^* hath yet been rifmg day by day in the efteem 

« of 
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* of poAerity, till time hath fbmpt t kind of" 
^ dcrtdnefs upon it, which it wouM now be a 
^ literary impiety to biaijpheme* There are 
•• fomc tmongft thofe, whom thehr advocate 
^ hath namedi I cannot (peak or think of bat 
^ with a reverence only ihort of idolatry. Not 

* this nation only btit ail Europe hath been en- 
«• lightened by their labours : The great princi- 
^^ pie of nature, the very law, upon which the 

* whole fyftcm of the univerfe moves and gra- 
•* vitatcs, hath been developed and demon* 
« ftrated by the penetrating, I had ahnoft (aid 
** the prartcrnatural, powers ■ of our immortal 
•* Newton. The prcfent race of philofophera 
•• can only be confidcred as his difciples; but they 
^ are difciples, who do honour to their mafterx 
•* If the principle of gravitation be the grand 
•* defideratum of philofophy, the difcovery is 
^ with him, the application^ inferences and ad- 
•• vantages of that difcovery are with thofe^ 
^ who fucceed him) and can we accufe the 
•* prcfent age of being idle or unable to avail 
•* themfelvcs of the ground he gave them ? Let 
•* me remind you that our prefent folar fyftem 
•* is fumifhcd with more planets than Newton 
^ knew \ that our late obfervations upon the 
^ tranfit of the pUnct Venus were decifive for 
^ the proof and confirmation of his fyftem \ that 

*» wc 
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^ we hare cirCitmnzvigatrd the globe again and 
^ again ;^ that we can boaft the refcarches and 
** difcQveries of a Captain Cook, who, though 
^ he did not invent the compafs, employed it as 
^. no man ever did, and left a map behind him, 
•• compared to which Sir Ifaac Newton's was a 
^ (hcct of nakedncfs and error : It is with gra- 
** vitation therefore as with the loadftone ; their 
•* powers have been difcovered by our predecef- 
•* Ibrs, but we have put them to their nobleft 

^ The venerable names of Bacon and Locke 
^ wcrcj if I miftake not, mentioned in the fame 
•^' cla£i with Newton, and though the learned 
^ gentleman could no doubt have made his fe- 
^ le£tion more numerous, I doubt if he could 
^ have made it ftronger or more to the purpofe 
** of his own affertions. 

^ I have always regarded Bacon as the father 
** of philofophy in this country, yet it is no 
•• breach of candor to obferve that the darknefs 
"' of the age, which he enlightened, affords a fa- 
" vourable contraft to fet off the fplendor of 
•*' his talents : But do we, who applaud him, 
•* read him ? Yet, if fuch is our veneration for 
** times long fince gone by, why do we not ? 
** The faft is, intermediate writers have dif- 

^^ feminated 
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•^ feminated his original matter through more 
" pleafmg vehicles, and we concur, whether 
*' commendably or not, to put his vohimes upon 
*' the fuperannuated lift, allowing him however 
" an unalienable compenfation upon our praife^ 
" and referving to ourfelves a right of taking 
" him from tlie fnelf, whenever we are difpcjffed 
" to fink the merit of a more recent author by 
*' a comparifon with him. 1 will not therefore 
" difturb his venerable duft, but turn without 
" further delay to the author of the Eflay upon 
" the Human Underflanding. 

" This Eflay, which profefles to define every 
'' things as it arifes or pafles in the mind^^ muft 
" ultimately be compiled from obfervations of 
" it's author upon himfelf and within himfelf:' 
*' Before I compare the merit of this work 
*' therefore with the merit of any other man's 
" work of our own immediate times, I muil 
" compare what it advances as general to man- 
f5 kind with what I perceive within my partir 
'' cular felf s and.upon this reference, fpeaking 
" only for an humble iiidividual, I muft own to 
" my fhame, that my underflanding and the 
" author's do by no means coincide either in de- 
*^ finitions or ideas. I may have reafon to la- 
" ment the inaccuracy or the fluggiflinefs of my 

" owa 



NM47* THE OBSERVER. 441 

** own fcnfes aniJ perceptions, but I cannot fubmit 
" to any man's doftrine againft their conviftion : 
*< Iwill only fay that Mr. Locke's metaphyfics 
« are not my metaphyfics, and, as it would |be 
" an ill compliment to any one of our contem- 
** poraries to compare him with a writer, who 
" to me is unintelligible, fo will I hope it can 
" never be confidered as a reflexion upon fo 
** great a name as Mr. Locke's, not to be undcr- 
^ flood by fo infignificant a man as myfclf. 

" Well, fir," cried the fuUen gentleman with 
a fneer, " I think you have contrived to difpatch! 
" our phiJofophers ; you have now only a few 
*' obfcure poets to difmifs in like manner, ani 
*' you will have a clear field for yourfelf and 
^* your friends." 



N^ CXLVIII. 



Ingeniis non ille favet plauditque fepultis^ 
Nojlrafed impugnat^ nos nojiraque lividus odit. , 

(horat.) 

THE farcaftic fpeech of the old Snarler, with 
which we concluded the \zi\ paper, being 
undeferved on the part of the perfon, to whom it 
Vol. V. R was 
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was applied, was very pn^erly diOregardcd ; and 
the clergyman proceeded as foUaws : — * 

" The poets you hav^ named will never be 
" mentioned by ntie but with a degree of enthu- 
*' fiafm, which I fliould rather pxpe£l to be ac- 
" cufed of carrying to cxceft than cf erring ist 
" the oppofite extreme, had you not put me oh 
*V my guard againft partiality by charging me 
" with it beforehand. I (hall therefore without 
*' further apology or preface begin with Shake- 
^* fpear, firft named by you and firft ra fame as 
'^ well as tijpe : It would be raadnefs in me to 
" think of bringing any poet now living into 
^ competition with Shakefpear ; but I hope it 
*f will not be thought madnefs, or any thing re- 
** fembling it, to obfervc to youj that it is not 
" in the nature of things poflible for any poet to 
^' appear in an age, fo polifhed as this of our's, 
^ who can be brought into any critical compa- 
" rifon with that extraordinary and eccentric 
** genius* 

" For let us eonfider the two great ftriking 
'^ features of his drama, fublimity and chara£brr 
" 'Now fublimity involves Sentiment and expreff 
'^ fion J the firft of thefe is in the foul of the 
*' poet J it is that portion of infpi ration, which 
" we perfonify when we call it the Mufe j fo 
8 "far 
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" far I am free to acknowledge there Is no im- 
^« mediate reafon to be giv^cn, why her vifitS 
'^ (hould be confined td ahy age, nation or per- 
*^ fon 5 ftie may fire the heart of the poet on the 
«* fhorefe of Ionia three thoufand years ago, ot 
" on the banks of the Cam or Ifis at the prefent 
** moment j but fo for as language is cohcernedi 
^ I may venture to fay tfhat modern diftion witt 
" never ftrike modern ears with that awftil kind 
^ of magic, which arttiqulty gives to words and 
^ phrafes no longer in familiar ufe : In this re- 
*^ fpec^ our great dramatic poet hath an advan- 
^ tage over his diftant deftendints, which he 
*^ Owes to time, and which of courfe is one 
^ more than he is indebted for to hia own pre* 
** eminent genius. As for chanafter^ which I 
" fuggefted as one of the two inoft ftriking fea- 
«* tures of Shakefpear's drama, (or in olhef 
" word*? tKe true and pfcrfeft delineation ot 
^* nature)) in this our poet is^ indeed a maftct 
^ unriv^alled ; yet who will not allow the happjf 
<* coincidence df time for this perfedtlon in a 
" writer of the drama ? The different orders of 
^ inen^ which Shakefpear faw and copied^ are 
^ in many inftances extinft^ and fuch muft hav^ 
** the charms of novelty at lead in our eyes': 
** "And has the modern dramatift the fame rich 
R 2 " and 
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" and various field of chara£ler ? The Jf yd 
•^ manners of a polifhed age furnifh little choice 
** to an author, who now enters on the taflc, in 
** which fuch numbers have gone before him, 
*^ and fo exhaufted the materials, that it is juftly 
^ to be wondered at, when any thing like va-^ 
** riety can be ftruek out. Dramatic chara£ter9 
" are pourtraits drawn from nature, and if all 
** the fitters have a family likenefs, the artift 
<* muft either depart from the truth, or prefer,ve 
*' the refemblance ; in like manner the poet 
•^ muft either invent characters of which there 
*' is no counterpart in exiftente, or expofe 
** himfelf to the danger of an infipid and tire- 
^< fome repetition : To add to his difficulties it 
** fo happens, that the prefent age, whilft i% fur- 
" niflies lefs variety to his choice, requires 
" more than ever for it's own amufement j the 
•^ dignity of the ftage muft of courfe be profti- 
^< tuted to the unnatural refources of a wild 
" imagination, and it's propriety difturbed ; 
** mufic will fupply thofe refources for a tiipe, 
*^ and accordingly we find the French and En- 
^^ glifh theatres in the dearth of charadler feeding 
^' upon the airy diet of found ; but this, with all the 
*• fupport that fpeftacle can give, is but a flimfy 
6 « fgbftiiuto, 
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« fubftitute, whilft the public whofe tafte in 
*• the mean time becomes vitiated—— 

— /«^i^j inter carmina pofcunt 
Aut Urfum aut PugOes 

^ the latter of which monftrous proftitutions 
" we have lately feen our national ftage mofl: 
^ ihamefully expofed to. 

" By comparing the different ages of poetry 
** in -our own country with thofe of Greece, we 
** (hall find the effedls agree in each ; for as the 
*' refinement of manners took place, the ian- 
" guage of poetry became alfo more refined, and 
"with greater correcftnels had lefs energy and 
** force i ' the ftile of the poet, like the charadters 
** of the people, takes a brighter polifli, which, 
** whilft it fmooths away it's former afperities 
'* and protuberances, weakens the ftaple of it's 
^' fabric, and what it gives to the elegance and 
** delicacy of it's complexion, takes away from 
* the ftrength and fturdinefs of it's conftitution* 
" Whoever will compare iEfchylus with Euri- 
" pides and Ariftophanest With Menander, will 
** need no Other illuftration of this remark, 

" Confider only the inequalities of Shake- 

** fpear's dramas; examine not only one with 

** another, but compare even fcene with fcenc 

^ in the fame play : Did ever the imagination 

R 3 *' of 
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<* of nian run riot into fuch vrlld and^gp(lte 
<^ extrernes ? Could ;hi^ be done, or, beif^g donc^ 
" would it be fufFered in the prefent age ? How 
*' many of thefe plays, if a£led as they yrere ori- 
" ginally written, would now be permitted to 
** pafs ? Can we have a ftronger proof of the 
« barbarous taft4 6f rfi<ife times, in which Thus 
" Andronicus firft appeared, than the ftVbuf^ 
♦< which that horrid fpecl:acle was received* wlfli ? 
^ yet of this we are affured Jby Ben Johnftm, If 
^ th46 play was Shakefpear'f , it was hris Ar& pro- 
" du(ftion, and fome of his bett commentators 
^ are of opinion it was a<Sually written by him, 
** whilft he refided at Stratford upon Avon. 
<* Had this production been followed' by thtj 
** three parts of Henry the Sixth, by Love*s 
^ Labour Loft, the Two Gentlemen of Verona, 
*^ tije Comedy of Errors, or fome few others, 
^'^ which our ftage does not attempt to refomi, 
" that critic muft have had a Very finfgular de- 
'^ gree of intuition, who had difcovercd id thofe 
<^ dramas a genius capable of producing the 
** Macbeth. How would a young author bo 
*^ received in the prefent time, who wa« to make 
*^ his firft eflay before the public with fuch a 
'f piece as Titus Andronicus ? Now if we are 
^^ warranted in iaywig there are feveral of Shake- 

"fpear's 
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^^ Spear's dramas, which eouid not live upon pU£ 
^< prefent Aage at any rate, and few, if any, that 
*' would pafs without jqft cenfure in many parts, 
f^ were they rcprerented in. their original ftate^ 
*^ we muft acknowledge it is with reafon that 
f' our living authors, ftanding^ in awe of their 
^^ audiences, dare not aim at thofe bold and irre^ 
^ gular flights of imagination, which carried out 
^ bard to fuch a height of fame j and therefore 
f< it was that I ventured awhile ago to fay, there 
^ can be no. poet in a poiiihed and critical agt 
f^ like thisy who can be brought into any fait 
f' comparifon with fo boM and eccentric a 
f^ genius as Shakefpear, of whom we may fay 
*^ with Horace—;* . 

Tentavit quoque rern^fi digne 'v,ertere foffeta 
Et placuit Jibij natura fublimis et aceri 
Niimjpirat tragicum fatis^ etfeliciter audet : 
Sed turf em putat m fcriftis metuitque lituram. 

<f When I bring to my recolleftion the feveral 
** periods of our EngliOi drama fince the age of 
" Shakefpear^ I could name many dates, when 
** it has been in hands far inferior to the pre- 
" fent, and were it my purpofe to enter into 
" particulars, I fliould not fcruple to appeal to 
^feveral dramatic produdions within the com- 
R 4 '' pafsi 
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ff pafs of our own times, but a$ the taflc of fepa- 
55. rating and fele<aing one from another amongft 
f* our own coritempor«ries can never be a 
^ pleafant taflc, nor one I would willingly engage 
** in, I will content tnyfelf with referring to our 
** ftock of modern aSing plays ; many of which 
^*. having paffed the ordeal of critics, (who fpeak 
*^ the fame language with what I have juft now 
** heard, and ^re continually crying down thofe 
6^ they live with) may perhaps take their turn 
¥ with pofterity, and be hereafter as partially 
" overrated upon a co^mparifon with the produc- 
•* dons of die age to come, as they arc now un- 
**.dcrvalued when compared with thofe of the 
" ages paft. 

" With- regard to Milton, if we could not 
*' name any one epic poet of our nation fince 
'* his time, it would be faying no more of us 
** than may be faid of the world in general from 
« the aera of Homer to that of Virgil. Greece 
" had one ftandard epic poet ; Rome had no 
" more ; England has her Milton. If Dryden 
" pronounced that the force of nature could no 
^^ further go^ he was at once a good authority 
" and a ftrong example of the truth of the afler- 
« don : If his genius Ihrunk from the under- 
•* taking, can we wonder that fo few have 

*« taken 
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«' taken it up i Yet we wiH not forget Leonida^ 
<< nor fpeak (lightly of it's. merit; and as death 
** has removed the worthy author where he can- 
♦' not hear our praifes, the world may now, as in 
<* the cafe of Milton heretofore, be fo much the 
« more forward to beftow them. If the Samp- 
^ fon Agoniftcs is nearer to the fimplicity of it*s 
<* Grecian original than either our. own Elfrida 
*^ or Caradacus, thofe dramas have a tender in- 
** tereft, a pathetic delicacy, which in that are 
♦' wanting; and though Comus has every 
<* charm of language, it has a vein of allegory, 
<' that impoveriihes the mine. 

'' The variety of Dryden's genius was fuch 
<« as to preclude comparifon, were I difpofed to 
'^ attempt it. Of his dramatic produdtions he 
" himfelf declares that he never wrote any thing 
'* in that way topleafe himfelf hut his All for Love^ 
*' For ever under arms he lived in a continual 
" ftate of poetic warfare with his contempora- 
<< rics, galling and galled by turns ; he fubfifted 
** alfo by expedients, and neceflity, which forced 
" his genius into quicker growth than was na- 
** tural to it, made a rich harveft but flovenly 
** hufbandry ; it drove him alfo into a duplicity 
" of charafter that is painful to refledl upon ; it 
" put him ill at eafc within himfelf, and verifiecf 

*^ the 
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f^ the fable of the nightingale, fingjng mth z 
f* thorn at it's breaft. 

^^ Pope-s verfification gave thie laft and finifii- 
f* ing polifli ta our Englifli poetry ; His lyre 
f more fweet than Dryden's was Icfs fonorous 5 
*f his touch more correfi, but not fo bold ; hw 
?* ftrain more mufical in it's tones, but not (o 
f* ftriking in it's effe£l: Review him a^s a critic, 
f* and review him throughout, you will pro- 
f* nounce him the moft ]^rfe<9: poet in our lan- 
" guage ; re>d him as an enthufiaft and exa- 
^ mine him in detail, ypu cannot refufe him 
^* your approbation, but your rapture you will 
^' refer ve for Pryden. 

*' But you will tell me this does not apply to 
*f the qu^ftion in difputCy^and that, infteadof 
^* fettling precedency between your poets, it is 
f time for me to produce my own : For this I 
** fhall beg your ^xcufe ; my zeal fpr my coiw 
** temporaries fhall not hurry them into compa- 
** riicns, which their own modefty would revolt 
** from ; it hath prompted me to intrude upon 
" your patience, whilft I fubmitted a few miti- 
" gating confiderations in their brfialf ; not as 
*' an anfwer to your challenge, but as an'eiFort 
- *' to foften your ppntempt. I confefs to you I 
^' have fometimes flattered myfelf Lhavc foun<f 

^* thq 
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H die ftrengthof jDrydcn in oi(r late Churchill, 
^ and the fweetnefs of Pope in our lamente4 
^« Goldfraith: Enraptured as I am with the lyre 
<< of Timotheus in the Feaft of Alexander, I 
f* contemplate with awful delight Gray's entbu- 
^ fiaftic bard— ' 

On a rock, ivbofe haughty hrciv 
FroiJuns o'er old Conijocrf s foaming fiood^ 
Koh" d in the fakle garb of ^oe. 
With hagi^ard eyes the PoetJiood\ 
(Loofe his beard and hoary hair 
Stream" d like a meteor to the troubled airy) 
And ivith a mafter's hand and frophefsfire 
Struck the deep forro^ws of his lyre, 

«' Let the living mufes fpeak for themfelves ; I 
** have all the warmth of a friend, but not the 
" prefumption of a champion : The poets you 
" now fo loudly praife when dead, found the 
** world as loud in defamation when living; you 
♦* are now paying the debts of your predeceflbrs 
" and atoning for their injuftice j poftenty will 
♦* in like manner atone for your's. 

" You mentioned the name of Addifon in 

'* your lift, not altogether as a poet I prefume, 

• *' but rather as the man of morals, the reformer 

v^' of manners and the friend of religion ; with 

« affeaion 
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•* affeflion I fubfcribe my. tribute to his literary 
•* fame, to his amiable charafter : In fweetnefs 
** and fimplicity of ftile, in purity and perfpr- 
*' cuily of fentiment he is a model to all efTayifts. 
•* At the fame time I feel the honeft pride of a 
•' contemporary in recalling to your memory the 
*' name of Samuel Johnfon, who as a moral and 
** religious efltayift, as an acute and penetrating 
^ critic, as a nervous and elaborate poet, an 
•* excellent grammarian and a general fcholar 
** ranks with the firft names in literature. 

" Not having named an Hiftorian in your lift 
•* of illuftrious men, you have precluded me 
** from adverting to the hiftories of Hume, 
** Robertfon, Lyttelton, Henry, Gibbon and 
•* others, who are a hoft of writers, which 
** all antiquity cannot equal.'* 

Here the clergyman concluded : The conver- 
fation now grew defultory and unintcrcfting, 
and I returned home* 



N* 
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^is^fcit an adjiciant hodierna craflina fitmrna 
Tempora Dii Super i ? (ho rat.) 

TO-morrow is the day, which procraftina- 
tion always promifes to employ and ne- 
ver overtakes : My correfpondent Tom Tortoife^ 
whofe letter I fhall now lay before the public, 
feems to have made thefe promifes and broken 
them as often as moft men. 

To THE OBSERVER. 

I have been refolving to write to thee every 
fliornirig for thefe two months, but fomething or 
other has always come athwart my refolution to 
put it by. In the firft place I fhould have told 
thee that aunt Gertrude was taken grievoufljr 
fick, and had a mighty defire to fee thee upon 
affairs of confequence , but as I was in daily 
hopes (be would nriend and be able to write to 
thee herfelf, (for every body you know under- 
flands their ownbufinefs beft) I thought I would 
wait till (he got well enough to tell her own ftory ; 
but alas ! fhc dwindled and dwindled away till 
flic died 5 {o^ if (he had any fecrets, they are 

buried 
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buried with her^ and there's an end of diat 
matter. 

Another thing I would fein have written to 
tiiee about was to enquire into the diarader of 
a fellow, one John Jenkynf;, who had ferved a 
friend of thine, Sir Theodore Thimble, as his 
houfe fteward, and offered himfelf to me in die 
fame capacity : But this was only my own affair 
do you fee, fo I put it by from day to day, and in 
the mean time took the rafcal upon his wora 
without a charafter : But if he ever had one, he 
would have loft it in my fervice, for he plun- 
dered me without mercy, and at laft made off 
with a pretty round fum of my money, which I 
have never been able to get any wind o^ proba- 
bly becaufe I never took the trouble to make anj 
enquiry. 

I now fit down to let you know fon Tom is 
come from Oxford, and a flrapping fine fellow 
he is grown of his age : He has a mighty long- 
ing to fet out upon his travels to foreign part% 
which you muft know feems to me a very foidifli 
conceit in a young lad, who has only kept his firft 
term and not completed his nineteenth year i fo 
I oppofed his whim manfully, which I think <you 
will approve of, for I recolleded the opinion you 
gave upon this fubje6l when lafl herq^ and f uoied 

it 
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• k againft him : To do him jufticc he fairly of- 
fered to be ruled by your advice, and willed me 
to write to you on the matter ; but one thing or 
other always flood in the way, and in the mean* 
time came lord Ramble in his way to Dover, and 
beisig a great grony of Tom's and very eager for 
his company, and no letter coming from you 
(which indeed I acquit you of, not having writ- 
ten to you on the fubje<5l) away the youngfters 
Hfent together, and probably before this are upon 
French ground. Pray tell me what you think 
of this trip, which appears to me but a wile- 
goofe kind of a chace, and if I live till to-morrow 
I intend to write Tom a piece of my mind to 
that purpofej and give him a few wholcfome 
tlints,, "yvhich l.had put together for our partings 
but had not time juft then to communicate to 
him. 

. 1 intend very fhortly to brufh up your quar- 
ters in town, as my folicitor writes^me word 
every thing is at a ftand for want of my appear- 
ance : What dilatory doings muft we experi- 
ence, who have to do with the law 1 putting off 
from month to month and year to year : 1 won- 
der men of bulinefs are not afhamed of them- 
felves ; as for me, I (hould have been up and 
amongft them long enough ago, if it had not 

been 
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been for crie thing or another that hampered mc 
about my journey : Horfes are for ever foHing 
lame, and farriers are fuch lazy rafcals, that be- 
fore one ^an be cured, another cries oat ; and 
now I am in. daily expe6bdon of my favourite 
brood-mare dropping a foal, vsrhich I am in great 
hopes will prove a colt, and therefore I cannot be 
abfent at the time, for a mafter's eye you knotiir 
is every thing in thofe cafes : Befides I (faouid 
be forry to come up in this dripping feafon, and 
is the parfon has begun praying for fair weather, 
I hope it will fet in ere long in good earneft, and 
that it will pleafe God to make it pleafant tra- 
velling. 

You will be pleafed to hear that I mean foon 
to make a job of draining the marfh in front of 
myhoufe: Every body allows that as foon as 
there is a channel cut to the river, it will be 
as dry as a bowling-green and as fine nieadaw 
land as any on rtiy eftate : It will a]fo add conC-*^ 
derably to the health as well as beauty of our fi* 
tL'ation, for at prefent 'tis a grievous eye-fore^ 
and fills us with fogs and foul air at fuch a rate, 
that I have had my whole family down with the 
ague all this fpring : Here is a fellow ready to 
undertake the job at a very eafy expence and 
will complete it in a week, fo that it will foon be 

done 
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done when once begun; therefore you (ee | 
01^ i^ hurry myfclf for fetting about it, but 
wait till leifure and opportunity fuit. 
, I anr forry I can fend you no better news of 
jf^xir old friend the vicar ; he is Ud\j out of 
^t$; : You muft know the incumbent of Sfyw^ 
iurth'Jytlds died fome tinie ago, and a^ the 
Kvipg lies fo handy to my own pari(h I had al* 
frays intended it for our friend, and had promifed 
Um again and again : When behold ! time flipt 
gway unperceived, and in cftme my lord bifliop 
of the diocefe with a parfon of his own, ready 
cut and dried, and claimed it as a lapfed living, 
when it has been mine and my anceftors any 
time thefe five hundred years for aught I know : 
If thefe are not nimble doings I know not what 
are : Egad I a man n^ed have all his eyes about 
bim, that has to do with thefe bi(hops. If I had 
been aware of fuch a tl'ick being played me, I 
would have hpiCted the honeft vicar into the pul- 
pit before the old parfon, who is dead and gone, 
bad been nailed in his coffin ; for no man loves 
lefs to be taken napping (as they call it) than I 
4o ; and as for the poor vicar 'tis furpris&ing to 
(ee how he takes to heart the difappointment ; 
whereas I tell him he has nothing for it but ta 
putlive the young fellQW, who has juniped into 
VoL.V. S his* 
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his fhbes, and tKen let tis fee if any bifhopfhall 
jockey us with the like jade's trick for the fu- 
ture, • 

' ITiave now only to requeft pu will fend me 
d6wn a new almanaci, for the year wears out 
apace, and I am terribly puzzled for wait of 
knowing how it goes, and I love to be regular. 
If there is any thing I can do for you in thefe 
parts, priy employ me, for I flatter myfelf you 
believe no man living would go further^ or more 
ifcadily fly to do you fcrvice than your's to com- 
imand) 

Thomas Tortoise. 

Alas ! though the Wife men in all ages have 
' been calling out as it were with one voice for us 
to know ourfeheSy it is a voice that has not- yet 
reached the ears or underftanding of my corre- 
fpondent Tom Tortoife. Somebody or other 
hath left us another good maxim, ne*yer to put 
9fftill to-morrow what we can do /tf-rfjy.-**Whe- 
ther he was indeed a wife man, who iirft 
broached this maxim, I'll not take on myfelf to 
pronounce, but I am apt to think he would be no 
foo), who ohferved it. 

If all the refolutions, promifes and engage- 
ments of To-day, that lie over for To-morrow, 

were 
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were to be fummed up and ^ofted by items, 
what a cumbrous load of procraftinations would 
be transferred in the midnight crifis of a mo^ 
ment ! Something perhaps like the following 
might be the outline of the deed, by which To-- 
day might will and devife the aforefaid contin^ 
gencies to4ts heir and fucceflbr. 

^^ Confcious that my exiftence is drawing tb 
^^ its clofe, I hereby devife and malce over to my 
*^ natural heir and fucceiTor all my right and 
^^ title in thofe many v6Ws, promifes and obliga*- 
*^ tionsj which have been fo liberally made tome 
** by fundry perfons in my life time, but which 
^< ftill remain unfulfilled on their part^ and ftlind 
<^ out againft them : But at the fame time that 
** I am heartily defirous all engagements, fair 
^ and lawful in their nature, may be punftually 
" complied with, I do moft willingly cancel all 
" fuch as are of a contrary defcripdon 5 hereby 
<' releaiing and difcharging all manner of per* 
** fons, who have bound themfelves to me under 
** rafh and inconfiderate refolutions, from the 
** performance of which evil might cnfue to 
** themielvf s, and vjrrong or violence be done to 
** fociety. 

*' In the firft place I defire my faid heir and 

^ fucceflbr will call in all thofe debts of cooj* 

S 2 " fcience^ 
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" fcicncc, which have been incarrcd byy and are 
^^ due from, certain defaulters, who ftand pledged 
^ to repentance and atonement, of z& wluch im^ 
<* mediate payment ought in juftice and dilcre- 
^ tion to be rigoroufly exaSjed from thef feveral 
^« parties, forafmuch 2(s e>very hoyr, by which 
<« they outrun their debt, wc^Jcens their fcco- 
•** rity. 

.«« It is my further will and defire, that all thofe 
^ free livers a<id profeft ypluptuaf ie$, who have 
«< wafted the hours of my exigence in riot uml 
^^ debauchery,, may be made to psaf down4h«r 
^< lawful quota of fick ftopaaehs aftd aching 
^* heads, to be levied upon them feyerally bjr 
^ poll at the difcretion of my heir and fuc^ 
^« ceffor. 

^^ Whereas I am apprized of many dark deal^ 
^< ings and maUcious defigns now in a£hial exe- 
** cution to the great annoyance of fociety and 
^^ good-fellowfhip, I earneftly recommend th(r 
** deteftiori of all* fuch evil-minded peribns with 
** To-morrow*s light, heartily hoping they wiH 
« meet their due (hame, punifliment and di&p:* 
** pointment : And I fincerely wifh that cverjr 
" honeft man, who hath this night gone to reft 
" with a good reputation, may not be deprived 
•<* of To-morrow's repofe by any bafe efforts^ 

** which 
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*« which Slander, who works in die dark, may 
^ coi^ure up to take it from him. 

^^ It is with fingular fatisfa£tion I have been 
^^ made privy to fundry kind and charitable be-*' 
" nevolences, that have been privately beftowed 
^^ upon the indigent and diftreft, without any 
** oftentation or parade on the part of the givers, 
** and I do thereupon ftridly enjoin and require 
^^ a fair and impartial account to be taken of 
^* the fame by my lawful heir and fucceflbr, (be 
** the amount what it may) that intercft for the 
*' fame may be put into immediate courfe of 
** payment j whereby the parties fo intitled may 
** cnjoyj as in jufticc they ought to do, all thofe 
** comfortsj bleflings and rewards, which talents 
*^ fo employed are calculated to produce. 

^^ AU promifes made by meaof power to their 
^ dependants, and all verbal engagen>ents to 
<* tradefmen on the fcore of bilk, that lie ov^r 
^' for To-morrow, I hereby cancel and acquit | 
^ Widl aflUred they were not meant by thofe^ who> 
^ made them, nor expefted by any, who received 
^ them, then to be made good and fulfilled. 

** To all gamefters, rakes and revellers, whp 

<^ fliall be found out of bed at my deceafe, I be* 

♦* queath rotten conftitutions, reftlefs thought* 

^ and,fqualid complexioms ; but to.^1 fuch re^ 

S J *' gular 
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^< gular and induftrioirs people, who rife with the 
", fun and carefully refume their honeft occupa- 
^ tians, I give the greatefl; of all human blef- 
^ fings*-health of body, peace of mind and 
** length of days. 

" Given under my hand, Szd &c. 

w'To-Day." 



N* CL. • 

Homo extra, eft corpus J^um cum ir^fcitur. 

* (p. SYRUS.) 

IT is wonderful to me that any man will fur- 
render himfeif to be the flave of peevifh and 
irafcible humours, that annoy his peace, impair 
his health and hurt his reputation. Who does 
not love to be greeted infociety with a fjBile ? 
Who lives that is infenfible to the frowns, the 
fneers, the curfes of his neighbours? What can 
be more delightful than to enter our own doors 
kmidft the congratulations of a whole family, 
and to bring a chearful heart into a chearful 
houfe? Foolifli, contemptible felf-tormentors 
ye are, whom every little accident irhcatet^ every 

flight 
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flight omiffion piques ! Surely we (hould guard 
our paffions as we would any other combufti* 
bles, and not fpreadopen the inflammable maga- 
zine to catch the firft fpark^ that may blow it and 
ourfelves into the air. 

Tom Tinder is one of thefe touchy blockheads, 
whom no body can endure : The fellow has not 
a fmgle plea in life for his ill temper ^ he does 
hot want money, is not married, has a great deal* 
of health to fpare and never once felt the flighted 
twinge of the gout. His eyes no fooner open 
to the morning light than he begins to -quarrel 
with the weatiier ; it rains, and he wanted to 
Tide ; it is funlhine, and he meant to go a filhw 
ing \ he would hunt only when it is a froft, and 
never thinks of fkaiting but in open weather 5 in 
0iort the v^ind is never in the right quarter with 
this t^fty fellow j and though I could excufe a 
man for being. a little out of humour with an 
cafterly wind, Tom Tinder fhall box the whol^ 
compafs, and never fet his needle to a fingle point 
of good humour upon the face of it. 

He now rings his bell for his fcrvant to begin 
the operation of dreiTmg him, a tafk more tickr 
lifh than to wait upon the toilette of a monkey : 
As Tom fliifts his fervants about as regularly as 
h^ (Iocs his fhirt, 'tis all the vvorld to nothing if 
84 ^ ^h^ 
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the poor devil docs not ftumble atftarting ; or if 
by happy infpiration he (hould begin with the 
tight foot fbrcmoft, Totn has another infpirlation 
ready at command to quarrel with him for not 
fttting forward with the left : To a certainty 
then the razor wants ftra'pping, the (having water 
is fmoakcd, and the deviPs in the feltev^ for t 
dunce, booby and blockhead. 

Tom now comes down to breakfaft, and 
though the favage has the ftortiach of an oftrich^ 
there is not a morfel paffes down his blafphetn- 
ing throat without a damn to digeft it$ 'twOuM 
be a lefs dangerous taik to-ferve in the morning 
mefs to a fafting b^ar. He then walk^ forth 
into his garden ; there he does not meet a fdant, 
which his ilUhumour does not engraft with thtt 
bitter friiit of curfiiig ; the 'wafps have pierced 
his neftarines ; the caterpillars have raifed con- 
tributions upon his cabbages, ahd the inf<^rnal 
blackbirds have eaten up all his cherries: Tom** 
foal is not large ^ough to allow the denizens 
of creation a tafte of Nature's gifiS, though 
he forfeits with the fuperabundiancc of her 
bounty. 

He next takes a turn about his farm ; ttere 
vexation upon vexation croffes him at every cor* 
ner : The fly, a plague upon' t, has got amongft 

his 
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Mfl^ Ctir^iips ; die fn^ut has feized hts wheait and 
bis-ftieep are>&)ling dotvn with the roc : All this 
is the fault of his baiiifF) and at his door th« 
« bteme lies with a proportionable <piantity of 
Ueiiings to rfecommend it. He finds a few drjr 
ftkks pickt out of his hedges, and he blafts all 
the poor in his neighboifrhood for a fet of thieves^ 
pilfefrers and vagabonds. He meets one of his 
tenants by the way, ,and he has a petition for a 
new gate to his £in|i-prd, or fome repairs to his 
dove^houfe, or it may be a new thrcftiing-floor to 
liis barn— ^Hell and ftiry ! there is no end to the 
demands of thefe curfed fiirmers — His ftomach 
rifes at the reqiieft, and he tarns afide fpeechleft 
with rage, and in this humour pays a vifit to his 
isiafons and carpenters, who are at work upon a 
building he is adding to his offices^ Here his 
cboler inftead of.fubfiding only flames more fu- 
rioufly, for the idle rafcals have done nothing ; 
fome have been makitig holiday^ others have 
gone to the fair at the next town, and the mafter 
workman has faQen from the icafFold, and keeps 
his bed. with the bruifes : Every devil is con» 
jured up from the bottomlefs pit to come on 
earth and confound thcfe dilatory mifcreants s 
and now Jet him go to his dinner with what fto* 
isicfa he may« If an . humble parlbn or depen- 

4ant 
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dant coufln expe£i:s a peaceful meal at his table, 
he may as well fit down to feed with Thyeftes or 
the Centaurs. After a' meal of mifery and a 
glafs of wine> which ten to one but the infernal 
butler has clouded in the decanting, he is fum- 
moned to a game at back-gammon : The parfbn 
throws fize-ace, and in a few more cafts covers 
all his points ; the devil's in the dice ! Tom 
makes a blot, and the parfop hits it ; he takes 
up ma;i after man, all his points are full and 
Tom is gammoned paft redemption— Can flefli 
imd blood bear this i Was ever fuch a run of 
luck ? The dice-box is flapt down with a ven-p 
geance; the tables ring with the deafening crafh^ 
the parfon {land$ aghaft, and Tom ftamps the 
£oor in the phrenzy of paf&on«-JDefpicable pafv 
fion I mifcrable dependant ! — 

Where is his next refource ? the parfon has 
fled the pit ; the back-gammon table is clbfed} 
no chearful neighbour knocks at his unfocial 
gate ; filence and night and folitude are his me^ 
lancholy inmates ; his boiling bofom labours like 
a turbid fea after the winds are lulled } 0iame 
flares him in the face ; conference plucks at his 
heart, and to divert his own tormenting thoughts, 
he calls in thofe of another perfon, oo matter 
whoni--the firfl: idle author that ftands next to his 

hand ; 
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hand ; he takes up a book ; 'tis a volume of co« 
medies j he opens it at random ; 'tis all alike to 
him where he begins ; all our poets put together 
are not worth a halter ; he ftumbles by mere 
chance upon The Choleric Man ; 'twas one to a 
thoufand hefliould ftrike upon that blaftedplay— 
What an infernal title ! What execrable non- 
fenfe ! What a canting, preaching puppy of an 
author !— Away goes the poet with his play and 
half a dozen, better poets than himfelf bound up 
in the fame lucklefs volume, the innocent fuffer- 
ers for his offence. 

Tom now fits forlorn, difgufted, without a 
friend living or dead to chear him, gnawing his 
own heart for want of other diet to feed his 
fpleen upon : At length he flinks into a com- 
fortlefs bed ; damns his fervant as he draws the 
curtains round him, drops afleep and dreams of 
the devil. 

Major Manlove is a near neighbour, but no 
intimate of Tom Tinder's : With the enjoy- 
ments, that refult from health, the major is but 
rarely bleft, for a body-wound, which he re- 
ceived in battle, is apt upon certain changes of 
the climate to viHt him with acute pains. He 
|s married to one of the beft of women ; but 
(b^ too has impaired her health by nurilng him 

when 
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when he was wounded, and is fubje£l to fcverc 
rheumatic attacks. Love however has an opiate 
for all her pains, and domeftic peace pours a 
balfam into the hufband's wound. It is only by 
the fcrutinlzing eye of afFeftion, that either can 
. diTcover when the other fufFers, for religion has 
endued both hearts with patience, and neither 
will permit a complaint to efcape, which might 
invite the fympathizing friend to fliare it's an- 
guifli. Difabled for fervice, major Manlove has 
retired upon half-pay, and as he plundered 
neither the enemy's country nor his own during 
, the war, he is not burthened with the fuperfluities 
of fortune; happily fot him thefe arc not 
amongft his regrets, and a prudent oeconomy 
Keeps him ftrait with the world and indepen- 
dant. 

One brave youth, trained under his own eye 
in the fame regiment with himfclf, is all- the off-^ 
fpring Heaven hath beftowed upon this worthy 
father, and in him the hearts'of the fond parents 
are centered i yet not fo centered, as to fhut 
them againft the general calls of philanthropy,- 
for in the village Where they live they are be* 
loved and blefled by every creature. The gar- 
den furnifhes amufemcnt to Mrs, Manlove, and 
when the fharp north cafl docs not blow pain 

into 
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into the major's woundy he is occupied with his 
£urfn: His trees, his crop, his cattle are his 
nurfelings, and the poor that labour in his Tervice 
are his children and friends. To his fuperiors 
inajor Manlove deports himfelf with that grace- 
fiil refpedl, thjlt puts them in mind of their own 
dignity without diminifhing hisj to his inferiors 
he is ever kind and condefcending : To all men 
be maintains a natural fmcerity with a counte- 
vmnct fo expreflive of the benevolence, glowing 
in his heart, that he is beloved as foon as 
known, and known as foon as feen. With a 
foul formed for fociety, and a lively flow of 
(pirits, this amiable man ino fooner enters into 
company, than his prefence difFufes joy and glad* 
fiefs over the wholfe circle : Every voice bids 
fcim welcome ; every hand is reached out to 
greet him with a cordial (hake. He fits down 
with a complacent fmile ; chimes in with the 
converfation as it is going, hears all, overbears 
aone, damps nobody's jeft, if it is harmlefs ; 
(Cuts no man's ftory, if it is only tedious, and i» 
the very life and foul of the table. 

According to annual cuftom I pafled fomc 
^ya With him lad autumn: There is a tranquil- 
lity, which tranfpires from the mailer and mif- 
treft of this family through every member be^- 

longlng 
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longing to It ; the fervants are few, but fo affi- 
duous in their refpeftive ftatlons, Chat you can 
tio where be ^better waited on: The table is 
plain, but elegant, and though the major himfelf 
is no fportfman, and has done carrying a gun, 
the kindncfs of his neighbours keeps him well 
fupplied with game, and every fort of rural 
luxury, that their farms and gardens can furnifli.. 
Nothing can be morie delightful than the face of 
the country about him, and I was charmed wit'i 
his little ornamented farm in particular: The diC* 
pofition of the garden, and the abundance of it's 
fruits and flowers befpeak Mrs. Manlove no 
common adept in that fweet and captivating 
fcience. 

One day as my friend and I were riding 
through his fields to enjoy the weftern breeze of 
a fine September morning, our ears were faluted 
with the full chorus of the hounds fronx a neigh- 
bouring copfe, and as we were crofSng one 
of the paftures towards them> we heard two 
men at high Words behind a thick hedge^ 
that concealed them from our fight, and foon 
after the found of blows, which feemed to be 
heavily laid on, accompanied with oaths and 
cries, that made us pu(h to the next gate with 
all the fpeed we could mufter. One of the 
* combatants 
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combatants was lying on the ground, roaring 
for mercy unSer the cudgel of His conqueror, 
who was belaboring him at a furious rate : 
The peribn of the viftor was unknown to major 
Manlove ; the variquifht foon made him recog- 
nize the rueful features of Tom Tinder, who 
called upon the major by name to interpofc and 
five him from being murdered, 
• This was no fooner done than the cudgeller, 
^6 was a ftnrdy down, gave us to underftand, 
that he had been doing no more than every 
Englifhmian has a right to do, returning the 
loan of a blowwith proper intereft to the lender : 
This the proftrate hero did not deny, but aflerted 
that "die rafcal had headed the hare as fhe w^s 
breaking cover, and turned her into the wood 
afgain, by which means he had fpoilt the day's 
iport.*— And did you this defignedly ?' faid the 
major*— Not I, matter, reph'ed the countryman, 
as Heaven fliall judge me ! I love the fport to6 
welUo fpoil it wilfully : But if I was travelling 
along the road juft as pufs was popping through 
tKe hedge; could I h^lp it ? am I in the fault ? 
Anddiould this gentleman, if he be a gentleman, 
ride^up to me as if he woulJ have trampled me 
like a dbg under his hbrfe's feet, and Iky the butt 
of his whip upon my fcull ? I think no man cah 
• ' bear 
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bear that ; & I pulled bim ,o^t of the fsiddle^juid 
banged hioi well, and J, .tbiolc no good man, a$ 
you appev to be, will fay other wife than th^t hp 
welldeferved it.-— If this^e fo, anfwered the ma- 
jor, I can (ay nothing to the qontrary.—ljlo^^ 
^r, exclaimed the fquire^ who was now u(^i;i 
his legSy is a rafcaliike this to return blow for 
blow, and does major Manlove abet him ^ 
fuch iafplexiGe /— I am/qrry^fir, replied the mt- 
^r calmly, ypu ihould .put fuch ,a queftio^x ^ 
H)e; b.ut jvhen gentlemenr Ipfe ^cir ten^per-?*^ 
5ir, quoth. Tom, interruflti^gjbijp, I have lo|b 
my horfp, and that's thcycorfe Jpfsof the ^97^ 
•*Tis what you are leaft i\fed to^^ifcpli^.tife^iiui* 
Jor, and withput more woj^ds qMie^y. V^^f^ 
iiomewa^d^. . , , ., ,n. \. i 

As ,»re jogged aloog paj.ftlend bcgaP-jtOCTift^ 
jment with^nuch pleafantry up<^.]tl^i$. ridjci^pi|s 
incident, interlarding his djfcpurfe pvj?ry B^W 
and then with remarks pf a* nnorc feriou^fqft 
upon the ill efFe£ls of a hafty temper^ and giY^qg 
^Qic fon^e traits of his nqghbpvur's habits of Jife^ 
.wMdi, though not fo uncommon as ^ couldfii^^ 
were neverthelefs fuch», a^,^ ,when cootraftcd 
\yith his benevolent charader, may .perhaps, fi^rvf 
.to furniih out no very unedUying topic for.i|ii 
JEJffay in The Ob/erven 
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^ N^ CLL 

Mufa dedtt fidibus DivcSj puerofqui Deoruntj 
Et pugilem viSioreni'i et equum certamim primum^ 
Etjuvenum curas^ it libera vina refern. 

(horat.) 

IN times of very remote antiquity, when men 
were not fo lavilh of their wit as they have 
fince been, Poetry could not furnifh employment 
for more than Thret Mufe5\ but as bufinefs 
grew upon their hands and departments multi* 
pliedj it became neceflary to enlarge the conv* 
mifSon and a board was conftituted confifting of 
Nine in number, who had their feveral prefiden- 
cies allotted to them, and every branch of the art 
poetic thenceforth had its peculiar patronefs and 
fuperintendanti 

As to the precife time when thefe three fenior . 
goddeffes called in their fix new affeflbrs it is 
matter of corijedhire only ; but if the poet Hg-^ 
fiod was^ as we are told, the firft, who had the 
b6nour of announcing their names and charac- 
ters to the world, we may reafonably fuppoft 
this was done upon the immediate opening c? 
their new commiffion) as they would hardly en« 

YouY, T ttr 
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ter upon their ofHces without apprifing all thofe^ 
whom it might coiicefn^ 0f (heir acceffion. 

Before this period the three eldeft fifters con- 
defceiided t6 be ffidids df M work ; and if the 
tvork became more than they could turrt th^ir 
hands to, fhey have nobody but themfelres and 
their fellow deities to complain of j for had they 
been content to have kt the world go oli^ iii fe 
natttral courfe, mere mortal poets Would not prO«p 
bably have ofverburthen^ either it or tfaedi ; but ^ 
'tphenApdldhimfelf (who being tfadr prefideitt 
ibould have had m6ie confidcraiica for Asir 
eafe) b^got tbe poet Linns in one of his terres- 
trial frolics, and endowed blm ^tt\\ faeredttary 
-genius, hie took a oertiaia method to make wdfik 
for tbe mufes : Accordingly at find the chafle 
CaUiope herfel^ die eldeft of the fifbefbcod^and 
who fhould have fet a better example to tiie £l« 
mtiyy couM hot hold out &gtiiiift this bealenly 
barflard, but in an uiigliarded raamfint yiddbd her 
virgin honour^ to Linus^ and produced the poet 
Orpheus : Such ^n inftdnct of eelefiiaLincoiiti- 
tience could not fail to ibake the siorals of lile 
moft demure ; and even the cold goddefs Imfia 
taught the flame, and fmuggled a btntimg itto 
the world) whem mklicioufly enough fte named 
Mx/ausy with a fly dcfign no doubt iff Itying 

her 
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nery. - 

Otph£U9 AtidAA/atiSj fo fathered aitd fe mo^ 
thewd, wtfc tnfdogb tb people aM Greece wi A 
p^t9 sAd flftuficiafi^ ; and in truth thef wen^ net 
id)e iti diek generiatibiii, but Klce true- patriarchs 
{pkeki ihtit famitfest crtet aH the {hei<6» of b^ti 
ahd'the iifendd of' the Archipelago r It idLndt 
therefore- to be* "t^^dSfdetedatj if the three ftfter 
fmrfcs, who had e/io'ugh to do to ntirfe theif owh 
chSdreh and dcfceridants, wer6' dJfpofed to caH 
111 other helpmates ta Ae tafk^ and whM Greefce 
tras in Its glory, it may weW be ftppofcd that aH 
the nine fitters were fiiWy einployed Iri beftoWliTg 
lipiMr every votary- a pdrtidn of their attintfon^ 
and' airfWermg eveiy caH made irpon themfor aid 
tnd infpJrarion : Much gratitude te due to thfctti 
from their favoured pbdts, and much hath been 
paid, for even to the prefoat' hottr they are Ifr:. 
vbkcd 'and^worfhippedbyrhc fons of verfe, whilft 
aH' the othef deities of Olympus have either ab- 
<ficafed their ithrones, or been dtftniflcdfl-om them 
with contempt j even Milton hlmfelf in his fe- 
cred epic invokes the heavenly mufi^ who infprred 
Moles^;^ the hp ofHareb or of Sinai \ by whfch 
T2 he 
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he afcribes great ailtlquity as well as dignity to 
the charadler he addrefles. 

The powers afcribed to Orpheus wer6 under 
the veil of fable emblems of his influence over 
iayage minds, and of his wifdom and eloquence 
in reclaiming them from that barbarous ftate : 
Upon thefe impreffipns civilization and fociety 
took place : The patriarch, who founded a fa- 
mily or tribe, the legiflator, who eftablifhed a 
fiate, the prieft, prophet, judge or king, arecha- 
ra£lers, which, if traced to their firft fources, 
will be found to branch from that of poet: The 
firft prayers, the firft laws and the earlieft pro- 
phecies were metrical ; profe hath a later origin^ 
and before the art of writing was in exiftence, 
poetry had reached a very high degree of excel- 
lence and fome of it'^ nobleft produdions were 
nootherwife preferved than by tradition. As to 
the facred quality of their firft poetry the Greeks 
are agreed, and to give their early bards the 
better title to infpiration they feign them to be 
defcended from the Gods ; Orpheus muft have 
profited by his mother's partiality, and Unuf 
may weU be fuppofed to have had fome intereft 
with his father Apollo. Eut to dwell no longer 
on thefe fabulous legends of the Greeks, we 
may refer to the books of Mofes for the earllefl 

and 
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and moft authentic examples of facred poetry: 
Every thing that was the immediate efFufion of 
the prophetic fpirit feems to have been cbaunted 
forth in dithyrambic meafure; the valediflory 
bleffings of the Patriarchs, when dying, the fongs 
of triumph and thanlcfgiving after victory are 
metrical, and high as the antiquity of the facred 
poem' rf Job undoubtedly is, fuch neverthdefir 
is its charafter and conftrudfon as to carry 
fljrong internal marks of its being written in an 
advanced fta'le of the art. 

The poet therefore, whether Hebrew or Greek| 
was in the eaflieft ages a facred chara£ter, and 
his talent a divine gift, a celeftial infpiration r 
Men regarded him as the ambafiador of Heaven 
and the interpreter of it's will. It is perfeftly m 
nature and no lefs agreeable to God's provi- 
dence to fuppofe that even in the darkeft times" 
fome minds of a more enlightened fort ftiould 
break forth, and be engaged in the contempla* 
tion of the univerfe and its author : From medi- 
tating upon the works of the Creator the tranfi- 
tion to the ad of praife and adoration follows as 
it were of courfe : Thefe are operations of the 
mind) which naturally infpire it with a certain 
portion of rapture and enthuliafm, rufhing upon 
the lips In warm and glowing language, and dif- 
T 3 daining 
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gaining to be ^j^eflid m ordiaary aod vulgar 
|hraie ; the <hougbt^ become tnftitrd^ <hc Weaft 
lnb^iAfs with 2L paffibnats defirc to ifay femobhing 
worthy of th^ ear of Heaven^ foffodlhtngrin a 
8ior^ cfle voted (one and cadietec^ Kbmethiiig 
more ^amiomou^ andofiuficAl ; lht$ cttn onlj be 
tft^ied by meafuned .periods, byJbmP <:HaMn^ 
that xsu) be topeat^d ih the ftrajiii 4^mi\ -^ 
i^atn, gi7ate£ul at ooce.lo^hi; Qar«|Adknprfiftv«| 
OQ the xUmoryi ^nd what i#. 41*? i^*^ poetry f 
Poetry then is the language of prayftl^liafi^^f^ 
t)«C9fBMg of 4h0 Derty j it ipayib^^rwi^mb^f d ; 
knsay be repeated In the ears of«th(S pcqp.le 
caUtd together for th^ ^ur^es ojf f^o^Q^P'y thi^ 
10 a form «h^ may "be fixt mpoa i^f^i^ fBiqi4s aii4 
JA thts they maybe tavght tojoJAf . 

The next ftep in the progr^$ of;p^0ry frop^ 
the praife of «God is to the praifc,^ q^a^ lUiuf- 
tirious cbaFa<9er«, htitok aflion^ ^e4lngk^ OMt 
for celebratioa ; the inventors of u(efv4 ^s^ ^the 
reformers of ravage eountries, tha jlKlfi^iSilt^V^^ of 
masidnd are extolled in verfei ^they .arie ir^ted to 
the &ies, and the poet, having pralfcfd <|hMi aa 
the iirA of men, wbilft on earthy deij&es il^m 
after deaths and, con|<^J0us that ^^r||i«fitw-» 
mortality, "boldly beftows it, and ^iSgns t9 them 
^TixiL and o^ke in faoayen appro^iiatq ito the 

charaflcr 
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charaSer they maintained in life ; hence it is 
tfiat the merits of a Bacchus, a Hercules and 
numbers more are amplified' by die poet^ till they 
become the attributes of their divinity, sdtars arel 
raifed and viSiims immolated to their worfhip. 
Thefe are the fanciful cffefts of poetry in its fe- 
cond ftage : Religion over-heated turns into 
enthufiafm; enthtifiafm forces the imagination 
lAto all the vifionary regions of fable, and idola- 
try takes pofleffioh of Ae whole Gentile worid. 
The Egyptians, a mjrfterious dogmatizing race, 
begin the work with fymbol and hieroglypWc ; 
the Greek?, a vain ingenious people, invent a: 
fet of tales and febles for what they do not un-^ 
derftand, embellifli them with all the glittering 
ornaments of poetry, and ^cead the captivating 
delufion over all the world. 

In the fucceeding period we review the poet 
in fuH pofefllon of this i)rimant machinery and 
with all Olyvnpus at bis command : Surrounded 
by Apollo and the mufe& he commences- every 
poem with an addrcfs to them for proteSion: 
He 4kis a deity at his call for every operation of 
nature; if. he would roll the thunder, Jupiter 
fiiakes Mount Ida to dignify his defcription ; 
Neptune attends him inhiscar,if he would alhy 
the ocean.^ if he would let loofe the winds to 
T4 raifc 
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raife it ^olus unbars his cave *» the fpear of 
Mars and the aegis of Minerva arm him for the 
battle ; the arrows pf Apollo fcatter peftiJence 
through the ^r ; Miqrcury flies ypon the mcf- 
f^ges of Jupiter ; Juno raves with jcaloufy and 
Venus leads the Loycs; and Graces in her traia. 
In this clafs we contemplate Homer and his inr 
ferior brethren of the epic 0rder5.it is their pro^ 
vince to forip the warrior, inftruft the politician, 
anim^e thf: patriot \ they delineate the charac* 
ters and manners ; they charm us with their de- 
fcriptions, furprize us with their incidents, in* 
terefl u^ wjth their dialogue ; they engage every 
paiSon in its turn, melt us to pity, roufe us to 
glory, ftriJgB us with terror, (ire us wi.h indigna- 
tion ; in a word they prepare us for th^ drama,. 
and the drama for us. . 

A new .poet now comes upon the ftagc ; he 
ftands in perfon before us : He no longer ai>» 
pears as a blind and wandering bard chatinting 
his rhapfodies to a throng of villagers. coUe<£ked 
in a group about him, bqt ere^Sts a fplen.did the- 
atre^ gathers together a whole city -as ^ his audi* ' 
cnce, prepares a ft riking fpedacle, provides a 
chorus of aftors, brings mufic, dance and drcfs 
to his aid, realizes the thunder, burfts open the 
tpmbs of the dead, calls forth their apparitions, 

dpfcends 
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defcends to the very regions of the damned, and 
drags the Furies from their fiamcs to prefcnt 
therafelves perf^mally to the terrified fpe£bitors: 
Such are the powers pf the drama ; here the 
poet reigns and triumphs in his higheft, glory. 

The fifth denomination gives, us the lyric poet 
^haunting his ode at the publ re games and fefti- 
rak, crowned, with olive and encompaffed by all 
the: wits and nobles of his age and country : 
Here we contemplate SteJkhoruSy Alcaus^ Pin^ 
dar^ . Calij^ratuS'i fublime, abrupt,^ impetuous 
they ftrike us with thp fliock of their eledlrrc ge- 
nius ; they dart from earth to heaven ; there is 
no following th^m in their flights; weftand gaz- 
ing with furprize, their boldiiefs awes us, their 
brevity confounds us ; their fu3den tranfition» 
and cllipfes . efcape our apprehenfion i we are 
charmed we know not why, we are pleafed with 
being puzzled and applaud although we cannot 
comprehend. In the lighter lyric wertiecft^«^- 
(reorij Sappho-^ and the votaries of Bacchus and 
Venus ; in the grave, dida<Sic, folemn clafs we 
have die venerable names of a Solortj a Tyrtaus 
and thofe, who may be ftiled the demagogues in 
poetry: Is liberty to be aflferted, licentioufnefs to 
be repreflcd ? Is the fpirit of a nation to be 
jroufed ? It is the poet not the orator muft give 
2 ' th« 
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the (naA its energy and ^ring : Is^ Saldmis to be 
recovered ? It is the elegy of Solon muft found 
the march to it^s attack. Afc the Lacedaemoni-* 
ans to be awakened from their lethargy ? It is 
Tyrtatajwho muft fing the war^fong and revive 
their languid eoio-age. 

Poetry nesct appears in its paftoral chara6ber ; 
ita:ffe<^ the garb of fhepherds and the ianguagc 
of the jruftic :: It reprefents to our view the'rural 
landfcape and the peaceful.. cottage ; it reoords 
the* labours, the amufements, ;the loves of the 
viiiage nymphs and fwains, and exiubils nature 
m its fittipleft fbte : It is no longer the h^p oar 
the iyrey faut.th^ pipe of the poety which now ia«« 
vites our attention : Tbeocrituij iea,nixig on bis 
enook in bis rufiet mande god duitsdikngues^ -s^ 
pears tnoceperfedlly in chara6br than the courfrii 
T^Mar^'flkti'k&ns more the Ihepherd cf the 
theatre than c^th^ fidd. I have yet 0ae other 
daft in refervje for the epigrammati0, but I wiU 
fliut tip my lift without him, xuxt b^ng wiiUng 
that poelry» which commences with a prayeri 
ihould conclude with a pun* 



N* 
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^eque lex eftjufiior vlld 
§uamnecU artifices arU perm Jua» 

WE bavelteard <bmuc3i'Oftis6 tragical »cS- 
i€^ of jealQufy> that I was not a Utife 
ipkaiM ivH^b :^n '^^cpunt lalely givjeiii aafe 4)f [a 
^entkmAn^ iwh^ b^s been happUy enured tA fa)s 
jcftloiify wifbout any rf Aofe mclanchidy ckv- 
lOwnftaiice^i which toQ ftequentjy, r^lt; fraqi 
5jtl»t tfttal ipafficHi, tyfjn. when rt is;gro«ndte6:: 
A$ ,thip{ ^©ntiec«^a*s jpatoufy was pf that .dcfeiii*- 
(tiofli I am the arath^ tempted to relate th^ ftorjr 
<(updwipfoper cafu^ioa as tto names and pfciibti«[} 
liQc^iiic ther^.ts aioioral jufticc in k$ cataftropiie, 
twhicb felpfeafiag icyen in fiftion, but m^re: path 
Jbiquiady ^^^en ^vq |Rcet it in <the real oQOius 
ji^oces of Ufc. 

. Sir Paul Tfefty in his forly-€ighi;Ji jf^$ inar^ 
^ied the bi^^itiful Louifa La hef eighteenthi ttate 
are fome parent% who feooi to thinJc a goodfe^ 
llemcnt can aton^. |or any ^parity of agt^ and 
{^ow&'s were of d^is (brt. {>ir Paul had a oui- 
den fiffpr feveral years younger than bimid^ 
who had ):ept his houfe for foifiie time befcN-e his 
inarriage with Louifii) and as this lady was Jn 
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hSt an admirable oeconomift and alfo in poiTef- 
' fion of a very condderable independent fortune, 
the prudent baronet took his meafures for her 
continuance in his family, where under pretence 
of affifting the inexperience of his young bride 
(he fiiil maintained her government in as abfo* 
lute authority as ever : As Mifs Rachel would 
have been better pleafed with her brother, had 
he chofena wife with lefs beauty and more for- 
tune than Louifa brought into the family, it may 
well be doubted if fhe would have remained with 
him after his marriage, had (he not been pretty 
far advanced in an aflair of the heart with a- cer- 
tain young gentleman, ^ofe attentions, though 
in h6t direfted to her purfeV flie wa$ willing tp 
believe had been honourably addrefled toher per- 
-foni'This; young-gentleman, whoiri I ihall call 
•Liond, was undoubtedly, an objeft well deferv- 
jng the regards of any lady in Mifs RacheJ's pre- 
dicament ; with a fine perfdn and engaging ad- 
drefe he had the recommendation of high birth, 
beinga youngier fon of the Lord Mortimer, a ve- 
nerable old peer, who refided at his family man- 
lioa widiin a few miles of Sir Paul, and lived 
,tipon die liioft friendly term$ with hini in a fre- 
quent intercourfe ©f vifits : Lionel had given 
this worthy father great uncafniefs from his early 

diflipation 
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di/npation and extravagance ; conHderable Aims 
had been paid for him to clear his debts, but the 
old lord's eftate being a moderate one and en- 
tailed upon his eldeft fon, Lionel had been 
obliged to fell out of the army^ and was now 
living at home upon the bounty of his father on 
a reduced and flender allowance. 

It is not to be wondered at that Lionel, who 
felt his own embarafTments too fenfibly to neg« 
left any fair means of getting rid of them, 
^ihould be willing to repair his (battered fortunes 
by an advantageous match ; and though Mi($ 
Rachel was not exaftiy the lady he would have 
chofen, yet he very juftly confidered that his cir- 
cumftances did not entitle him to chufe for him- 
felf ; he was alfo ftrongly urged to the meafure 
by his father, to whofe wifhes he held himfelf 
bound to conform not only on the fcore of duty 
but of atonement likewife : At this time the af- 
fair was in fo promifing a train, that there is. lit- 
tle doubt but it would have been brought to a 
coriclufion between the parties, had not Sir 
Paul's marriage taken place as it did ; but as 
Mifs Rachel for reafons, which are fufHciently 
explained, determined upon remaining with her 
brother, the intercourfe between the lovers was 
renewed, as foon as Sir Peter had brought borne 

his 
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ktSfbrrdeV shd was fufficiendj* fetdcai to receive 
die vifit^ of 1h8 friends anod nsIgbiKiurs on the 

Now it trza that the unba^spy Rachd became 
a victim to die moft tormenting of all human 
piffioni :: her fifietvin-iiw had a thoafand charms^ 
and ihe foon difcDv^redi, or fancied ihe &C* 
cdwr^fl^ that Lionel's atterrtiodsf tvere dtreSed 
towards a &ircr db'^Et than beHelf ? Sbe had 
now the firongeft of all moti\res fbi^ keepii^ a 
wadsrhfal'eye uponLour&'s behaviour, and it is 
tfaeprc^ycrty of jealoufy to magnify and difedoot 
every' thing it looks upon ; fov fome time how« 
ever flie^ kept hef felf under prudent rdlraint ; a 
famt xw«r and then, caiitioufly introduced in the 
way oi advice, was aU die ventured upon ; but 
ifaefe! hints wete fo litde attended to by Lourfa^ 
whoft innocent gayety lent no ear to fuch re* 
monftrances, that they were occafiooally re*" 
peAted in a graver tone; as thefe grew more and 
snore peeriih^ Lottifa began to take a little mi£- 
cbievous pieafure in teasing, and was piqued in^ 
to a behaviour, which probably (be would never 
have indulged herfelf in tovi^rds Lionel, badn^t 
Sacbel's jealoufy provoked her to it ; ft ill k was 
innocent, but fo for imprudent, as it gave a 
handle to Rachel^^ malice^ ^ who now began to 
5 fow 
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few tin feeds cf difcoatent in faer brocfaet's \nU 
table bofom. 

In one of thofe fparriag dialogues, which' 
now fr^cfocndy paficd between the i&tT%^ Ra* 
cbe), after defcanting upon tte old topit 
wit^ feme degree of a^peritjr, concluded hef 
kftore with itanj profeffiomof zeal for Louiia% 
bapptnefs, and obfenred to her as an apology for 
the freedom of her advice, that file had a r%bt to 
fone little experience of the work! more than 
had yet fallen to the other's lot: To which 
LottHa replied with (bme tartnefs-^i*^^ True ! for 
^ yott hate lived more years in h tran I have"— J^ 
•* A few perhaps," anfwered Rachel.**^ A% 
^ Sew J or as many as you chuie to acknow- 
*^ tedge,'' added Loui&: ^ It is one aKnof^gita 
** variety of advantages orer me^ which you are 
^ too generous to boaft of, and I too humhle to 
" repine at."—" Be that as it may," faid the 
dider damfel, '* you will give me leave to obfcrve 
^ that you have a double call upon you for dlf- 
♦* cretion^ you are a married woman/' 

<* Perhaps that very circumftancc may be a 
•* proof of my indifcretion." 

^ How 6ii madamf I may venture to fay 
^ my brother Sir Paul was no unfeafoiiabte 
^ matcbfer yoiiriadyibip4 at kaft I can wU-* 

"nefs 
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^^ nefsi fome pains were empioyed on your part 
^ to obtain him.'* 

'' Well, my dear fifter," replied Louiia with 
an afle^led nondialance, ^^ after ib much pains 
^ is it not natural I fhould wifli to repofe myfelf 
*' a little ?"— " Indifcretion admits of no repofe | 
^health) honour, happinefs are facrificed by it's 
" efFefts; it faps the reputation of a wife; it 
^' ihakes the affeftions of a hufband." 

*' Be content!" cried Louifa, '* if you. will 
f' give no caufe for difturbing the afFedlions of 
*' the hufband, I will take care none (haU be 
^ given for attainting the reputation of the 
♦f.wife.'V . . , 

\ At this moment Sir Paul entered the room, 
and perceiving by the countenances of the ladies, 
that they were not perfeQly in good-humour 
with each other, eagerly demanded of Louifk 
why ihe looked fo grave. 

*' I would look grave, if I could," (be replied, 
*f out of compliment to my company j but I 
"have fo light a confcience and fo gay a hearty 
" that I cannot look gravity in the face without 
<* laughing at it." 

This was delivered with fo pointed a glance 
at Rachel, that it was not poi£ble to miftake the 
application, and ihe had Jio foonec left the room^ 

tlian 
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than an explanation took place between the bra* 
ther and fifter, in th^ courfe of which Rachel 
artfully contrived to idfiife futh a copious por« 
tion of her own poifonous jealoufy into the bo- 
fom of fir Paul, that upon the. arrival of lord 
Mortimer^ which .was at this crifts announced to 
him, he took a fudden determination to give hini 
to underfland How nedeilary it was become to 
his domeftic happinefs, that Lionel (hould be in- 
duced to difcontinue his vifits in his family. 

Under thefe impfeffioris and in a very awk- 
ward ftate of mind Sir Paul r^palr^d to his 
library, where lord Mt>rtimer was expedling him 
in a iituation o? no lefs embarafTment, having 
coiined over a fpfeech for the (>urpofe of introdu- 
cing a propofal for aif idliahc^ between the fami«. 
liesi and with a view to found hbw 5ir Paul 
might ftand afFeded towards a match between 
his fori Lionel and Mifs Racheh . 

As foon as the firft ceremonies were over, which 
1«rerc not very fpeedily difmiffed, as both parties 
were flrift obfervers of the old rules of breedings 
his lordfhip began after his manner to wind 
about by way of reconnoitring his ground, an4 
having compofed his features with much gravity 
and deliberation, began to open his honourably 
Frenches as foUowS"^—*^ In very truth, Sir Paul, I 

Vol. V, U « protcft 
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** proteft to you there are few things in Kfecan 
<* give me more pleafur* than to find my fon 
^ Lionel fo aiHduous' in his vifits to this fk- 
" mily/*— The baronet, whofe mind at this 
moment was not capable of adverting to any 
other idea but what had reference to his own 
jealoufy, ftared with amazement at this unex- 
pcfled addrefs arid was ftaggered how to reply to 
it J at laft with much hefitation in a tone of ill-* 
counterfeited raillery he replied that he truly 
believied there was one perfon in his family, to 
whom Mr. Lionel's vifits Were particularly ac- 
fceptable ; and as this was a fubjeck very near his 
heart, nay, that alone upon which the honour 
and happinefs of him and his family depended^ 
he afiured his lordfhip that it was with avidity 
he embraced the opportunity of coming to an 
fex'pTanatioD, which he hoped would be as confi- 
dential on his lordfliip*s part, as it fliould be on 
his own* There was fomething in the manner' 
bf Sir Paul's delivery, as well as in the matter of 
the fpeech itfelf, which alarmed the hereditary 
pride of the old peer, who drawing himfelf up 
with great dignity obferved to Sir Paul, that for 
Ills fbn Lionel he had this to fay, that want of 
honour was never amongft his failings ; nay it 
wa« nerer to be charged with impunity againft 
... any 
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aory tnhnber of his fiihily^ arid- that to-ppevieift 
any imputa'tlon of ithis^<3rt from being grounded 
upon 'hi$ lon^ affiduhies to a certain lady; he 
had miW< fought this interview and explana<j^9il 
^ith his good friend and neighbour. 

This "Was fo kind a lift iii Sir Paul's concep- 
tion, tovrards-his favourite point, that he immedi- 
ately cwchimed— « I fee JrOUi^ lordftip is (idt 
" urtappKiftd^ Ithat i« too ronfpituous tb Wi 
** overlooked by ahy body^ "irho is faiiiiKal- in 
^ this hbirfi; but as I kho^ your lordfhip is i 
*' man of l**d niceft hohour in your own p<y(biii 
<^ I-^toUld Held myfelfeffentially bouhd td ybii^ 
•* if ]^oU i^oijld prevail up6n your fdn t<> fidbp^ 
« the like pi-inciples towards sC certaih hif lin- 
" der this roof, and caution hiih to defift fhoift^ 
^* thofe . affidiiities, \vBi<* you yoiirfelf hive 
<* ril^fced^ and which to-coiifefe the t#uth tb-fbif 
*< I eannot be a witilefi to withiymnfygfoit^ 
" ufleafmefi and difcontenftr** '- • ^ * 

Upon thfefe wo^ds the peer ftarted frbtti hi* 
Ce?it ^ ifMW*ly as age Wd^ld permit hitti,'^* 
with gfeit fomnefe replied— « Sir PaUlTi^rtf,' 
« if this be your wiffi and defire, let tiic WiW 
'* you, it (hail be mine s^lfo-j-my (bn's vifi€s-itf 
"this family v^ill hever be repeated} fet-ye^r- . 
U 2 ** h^art 
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f < heart at reft ; Lionel Mortimel* will i give jov 
^ and your's no further. difturbance/' ^ 

*«'My lord," anfwered the baronet, •«! am 
^ penetrated with the fenfe of your very honour* 
<< able proceedings, and the warmth with whiclk 
<5 you |iave exprefled yourfelf on a iubjetSk (b 
** clofeiy interwoven with my, peace of mind| 
*< ]rou have eafed m^y heart cf it's burthen and I 
^ {hall ever be moft grateful to you for it." 
. <f Sir," replied the peer, ^ there is more 
<f than enough faid on the fubjeiS i I date iay 
*' my fon will furyive his difappointmeAt."-;-*^^! 
*' dare fay he will," faid Sir Paul, *< I canhot 
<^ doubt the fuccefs of Mr. Lionel's attentions ; 
*^I have only to hope he will dire^th^m to 
« ibme other objea.^' f 

. Lord Mortimer now muttered ibmething, 
vhich Sir Paul did not hear, nor perhaps attend 
tOy aqd took a hafty le;^ver When It is explained 
to the reader that Miis Rachel had never, even 
ill the moft diftant manner, hinted the. fituation 
of her heart to her brother, on the contrary had 
induftrioufly concealed it from him, this 91^- 
^t^du will not appear out of nature and proba- 
bility* Lionel, whofe little gallantries with 
Louifa had not gone far enough ferioufly to en- 
gage 
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gage his hearty Wa!f fufScicndy tired of his mer* 
cenary attachment to Mifs Rachel ; fo that he 
patiently fubmitted to his difmiffion and feadily 
obeyed his father's commands by a total difcon- 
tinuance of his vifits to Sir Paul: To the 
ladies of the family this behaviour appeared alta» 
gether myfterious ; Sir Paul kept the fecret to 
himfelf, and watched Louifa very narrowly; 
when he found flie took no other notice of 
Lionel's neglc<a, than by flightly remarking that 
file fuppofed he was more agreeably engaged, he 
began to difmifs his jealpufy and regain bis 
^fpirits. ' 

It was far otherwife with die unhappy Rachel j 
her heart 'was on the jack, for though fee na- 
turally fufpedled her brother's jealoufy of being 
the caufe of Lionel's abfence^ yet {he could not 
account for his filence towards herfelf in any 
other way than by fiippoiing that Loui(a had 
totally drawn ofF his afFeftions from her, and 
this was agony not to befupportcd; day after 
day pafled in anxious expeSation of a tetter to 
explain this cruel negleft, but none came; all 
communication with the whole family cff lord 
Mortimer was ataftop; no intelligence could 
be obtained from that quarter, and to'all fiicH 
enquiries a^ flie ventured to try upon her brother. 
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he anfwered fo drily, tb^t fbe could gather no-, 
thing from him : In the ntean time as hft became 
l^oiirly better recondled to Louife, (o he grew 
more and mpr^ cool to the miferablc Rachel, who. 
now too l^t^ difcQvered the fetal cqnfequences. 
of interfering between huA^nd and wife, and 
heartily reprpached heffelf for her afficiouliieft 
ip aggr^^yating his jwJoitfy. 

Whilft fhe was torraienting herfelf with thcfe 
rcfledioa§, and when Louifa ftenf^ed to have for- 
gotten that ever fMch ^ perfon as Lionel exifted, 
^ repprt was circulated that he was about to be 
married to a certain lady of great rank and for- 
tune, and that he had goiie up with Ip^d Mor- 
tigier t9 town for that purpofe. There wanted 
only this blow to. tpal^e Rachel's agonies corn- 
pleat ; in a ^te of mind little Ihort of phrenfy 
Ofc betook herfelf to her chamber, and there 
{&u^tii;^ herfelf up (he .^ave ven^ to her paifion 
in a letter fully charged with complaints and re- 
proaches, which file committed to a trufty mef^ 
fpj^ger with ftrift inj-uiv^pns to deliver it into 
Lioners own hand, and return with his anfwer : 
This C9mmi^on was faithful]]^ performed, and. 
the following is the ai;ifwer iQbe received in 
retuj;n,— . ; - ' 

« Mad^m* 
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^^ M^dam, 

^^ I am no lefs aftonifli^d thap afFedled by 
^' your letter : Jf your brother has not long finqe 
^' informed ypu of his conference with my fa^ 
^' ther and the refult of it, he has aded as un-» 
" juftly by you as he has by lord Mortimer 
f and myfelf: When my father waited Mpoii 
^' Sir Paul for the exprefs piirpofe of making 
^^ known to him the hopes I had the aniibitioxi 
^^ to entertain of rendering myfelf atfeeptaWe to 
" you upon a propofal of marriage, he received 
^^ at once fo Ihort and peremptory a difmilEon 
^' on my behalf, that, painful as it was to my 
" feelings, I had no part to adt but filently to 
*' fubmit and withdraw myfelf from a family, 
" where I was fo unacceptable an intruder. 

^' Wber* I confirm -tiie truth of the report 
^^ you have beard, and.inforn) you that my mar- 
*' riage took place tjiis very momi;i»g> you wi^ 
^^ pardon me if I add no more th^n ^liat I havQ 
<^ the honour to be, 

^' Madam, ydut moft obedient 

" and' moft humble fervant, 
" LiQNjpL Mortimer/* 

Every hope being extinguifhcd by the r^ejpf 

of this letter, the difconfolate Rachel became 

U 4. henceforth 
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henceforth one of the moft miferable of human 
beings : After venting a torrent of rage agaihft 
her brother, fhe turned her back upon his h6u(e 
for ever, and undetermined where to fix, whilftat 
intervals (be can fcarCe be faid to be in pofFefHon 
of her fenfcs, Ihe is ftill wandering from place to 
place in fearch of that repofe, which is not to be 
found, and wherever (he goes exhibits a melan- 
choly fpe£bcle of difappointed envy and felf-tor* 
menting fpfi^en. 



N' cmi. 



ADelifa pofleft of beauty, fortune, rank, anj 
every ^egant ^^compliflunen^ that genius 
and education could beftow^ was withal fo un« 
ftipportably capricious, that (he feemed born to 
be the torment of every heart, which fuffered 
Jtfclf to be attrafted by her chariris. Thoijg;h 
her co^uitry was notorious to a proverb, fucb 
were her alluriements, that Very few, upon whom* 
ihe thought fit to pradlife them, had ever founci 
refolution to refift their power. Of all the vic- 
tims of her vanity Leander feemed to be thit 



W» 153- THE OBSERVER. 497 

over whom fhe threw her chains with the 
greateft air of triumph ; he was indeed a co^» 
queft to boaft of, for he had long and obftinately 
defended his heart, and for a time made as many 
reprifals upon the tender paffions of her fex as 
Ihe raifed contributions upon his : Her bette^ ftar 
at length prevailed ; (he beheld Leander at her 
feet, and though her viftory was accomplifhed 
at the expence of more tender glances, than (he 
had ever beftowed upon the whole fex collec* 
tively, yet it was a viSory, which only piqued 
Adelifa to render his flavery thetnore intolerable 
for the trouble it had coft her to reduce him to it. 
After (he had trifled with him and tortured him 
in every way that her ingenious malice could 
devife, and made fuch public di(play of her ty- 
ranny, as iubjeded him to the ridicule and con- 
* tempt of all the men, who had envied his fuc* 
cefs, and every woman, who refented his negleS^ 
Adelifa avowedly difmifTed him as an objeA 
which could no longer furnifli fport to her 
cruelty, and turned to other purfuits with a kind 
of indifference as to the choice of them, which 
feemed to have no other guide l>ut mere ca« 
price. 

Leander was not wanting to bimfelf in the 

efibns he now made to free himfelf from her 

I chains; 
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chains 5 hut it wa§ in vain ; the hand of heautyivad 
vorapped them too clofejy about his hearty and loye 
had rivettcd them too fecurely, fair rcafon^ pride 
or even the ftroiig^fl: druggies of i-eientment to 
throw them off; he continued to love, to hate, 
to execrate and adore her. His firft refolution 
was to exile himfelf from her fight ; this was a 
l|ncafur^ of abfolute neceffity, for he was not yet 
recovered enough to ^bide the chance of rq^tr 
ing her,^aiid he had neither fpirits nor inclina- 
tion tQ ft9,rt a frcih attaghmcjnt by way of experi- 
me?it upon h^r jealpi^fy. Fortune hpwever be- 
friended: hif|i in the very monient of dcfpir, for 
ifio focncr w^s he put of her fight, than the cp- 
QueUiih Adelifa found fon^sthing want-ing, which 
bad been fo familiar to berj, th^t JLeapdeir, thou^ 
d?fpife4 when pof&ft, when loft \/as regretted^ 
Ih vai(> £he culled her ilumerous admirers fo^ 
(onac one to replace him ; continually peevifh 
^nd difopntented Adelifa became fo intolerable 
to her lov^ifs, riiat there feemed to be a fpirit 
<fonjuri^g up amp^gft them, which threatened 
her with a general dcfertion. What \yas to he 
doac ? Her danger was alarming, it v/as immir 
nent : She determined to recall Leander : Sh© 
informed herfelf of his haunt«, and threw herfelf 
in the way of a rencontre ^ but he avoided her : 
S . Chance 
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Change b.ro\)ght tbeoi to an interview, and (he 
bfegan by rallying him for his apoftacy : There 
Vfss an anxiety un4er all this afFeded pleafantry, 
that flip could not thoroughly . conceal, and he 
4id not fail to difcover : He inftantly dctctf minc^ 
upon the vory wife ft meafure, which deliberation 
could have fornied ; he combated her with her 
own weapons; his put hi mfelf apparently fo 
much at his eafe and counterfeited his part fo 
well, as effectually to deceive her • flie had now 
a new ta(k upon l\tr hands and the hardeft as 
well as the moft haauurdous ihe had ever under- 
taken : She attempted to throw him off his 
guard by a pretended pity for his paft fuiFerings 
and a promife of kinder ufage for the future : 
He denied that he had fuflered any thing, and 
sfiMXcd her that he never failed to be amufed by 
her humours, which were perfedHy agreeable to 
^ hipi at ^11 times.—" Then it is plain,'' replied 
fhe, *' that you na\'cr thought of me as a wife ; 
*^. for fifch humours muft be infupportable to a 
*^ hulband." — " Bardon me," cried Leandcr, 
** if ever I (honld be betrayed into the idle zSt 
*f of marriage, I nrnft be in one of thofe verjr 
*f humours myfelf : Defend me from the dull 
*J uniformity of domcftic life ! What can be 
^ fo iniipid as (he ^me ftrain of nuptial har- 

*' mony 
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•f many evcrlaftingly repeated ? Whatever other 
•f varierics I may then debar myfclf of, let me at 
•* leaft find a variety of whim in the woman I 
*f am to be fettered to."—" Upon my word,'^ 
exclaimed Adelifa, " you would almoft perfoade 
** me that we were deftined for each* other."— 
This &e accompanied with one of thofe looks, 
ia which fhe was moft e](pert. and which was 
^culated at once to infpire and to betray fend* 
bility : Leander, not yet fo certain of his ohfer« 
wations as to confide m them, feeiped to receive 
this ouverture as a raillery and afFefting a laugh, 
jcplied— 'f I do n6t think it is in the power of 
*^ dcftiny hcrfelf to determine either of us; for, 
** if you was for one moment in the humour tq 
^ promife yourfelf to mc^ I am certain in the 
^ next you would retra£i it ; and if I was foo) 
^ enough to bdieve you, I fliould well deferve 
^^ to be pHniftied for my credulity : Hymen will 
** never yoak us to each other, « nor to any body 
^ elfe; but if you ace in the mind to make a 
*' very harmlefe experiment of the little feith f 
^ put in all fuch promifes, here is my hand ; 'tis 
^ fit the propofal (hould fpring from my quarter 
<5 and not your's ; clofe with it as foon as you- 
^ pkafe, and laugh at me as much as you pleafe^ 
^ if 1 vent one tpurmur when you break fthe 

*' bargain**^ 
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« bargain/*— .« Well then," faid Adelifa, « to 
** punifh you for the faucinefs of your provok- 
" ing challenge, and to convince yoU that I do 
** not credit you for this pretended indifference 
" to rny treatmeint of youy here is my hatid, anil 
" with it my promife; and now I give you wam- 
^ rng, that if ever I do keep it, 'twill be only 
** from the icon viftron that I (hall torment yoli 
** mor6 by fulfilling it than by flying from it,"— 
•* Fairly declared," cried Leanderi '' and fmcc 
•* my v/ord is paffed, I'll ftand to it ; but takie 
^ notice, if I was not perfeftly fecure of being 
*^ jilted, I £hould think inyfelf in a fair way to be 
** the moft egregious dupe in nature," 

In this ftrain of mutual raillejy they proceeded 
to fettle the moft ferious bufinefs'of their lives, 
and Whilft neither would .venture upon a confef- 
fion of their paflibn, each feemed to rely upon 
the other for a difcovery of it. They now 
btoke up their conference in the gayeft fpirits 
imaginable, and Leander upon parting offered to 
mafee a bett of half his fortune with Adelifa that 
Ihe did not ftand to her engagement, at the fame 
time naming a certain day as the period of its 

, taking place.—" And what (hall Igain," faid 
ihe, "in that cafe by half your fortune, when I 
*' ihaH have a joint ibarc in poffeffion* of tho 

' ^ <« whole?" 
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^^ ^holc?**—*^ Talk not <)f ^brtlinc," cfied 
IftmAeXy giving ioofe to the rapture which hfe 
could no longer reftrain, " my, heart, my happi^- 
** nefs, iny life itfelf h ybuf's."— So faying he 
caught hfer in his arms, prieffed her eagerly in; bis 
embrace, and haftily departed.. -• 

' No foonfer was be out of her fight than hfe 
began to e<poftulate with himfdf upon his indif* 
-cretion: In the ecftacy of one liriguarded mt>- 
meht he Had blafted all his fchemes^ and by ex- 
pofing his weaknefs armed her with frefti en^ 
gines to torment him. In thefe refle<Slions he 
pa(fed th6 remainder of the night i in vam be 
ftrove to find fome juftification for his folly; he 
could hot form his mind to believe that the ten- 
der looks (hei had beftowed upon him were any 
other than an experiment upon his heart to throw 
him from his guard and reeftablifli her tyranny. 
With thcfe impreffions he prefented himfelf at 
her door next morning and was immediately 
admitted ; Adelifa wa? alone,* and Leander im- 
mediately began by faying to her— ^" I am now 
** come to receive at your haftdsthe puniihraent, 
" which a man who cannot heop his own fccret 
' " richly deferves ; I fuil-rendei: myfelf to you, 
** and I expeft you will exert your utm(oft in- 
*' genuity iii tormenting mej only remembter 
.. . ' t' that 
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^. that you cannot give a ftab to my heart witli- 
^ out wounding your own image, which enve- 
** lopes every partj and is too deeply impreft for 
*-^ even your cruelty totally to e>ctirpate." — At 
the conclufion of this fpeech, Addifa's counte-* 
nance became ferious; fhe fiict her tyts upon 
the floor and after a paufe without taking any 
notice of Leander, and' as if fhe had been talking 
to herfelf in foliloquy repeated in a murmuring 
tone*-^" Well, well, 'tis. all over j but no mat- 
u ter."— *" For the love of Heaven," cried 
Lcander in alarm, " what is all over?" — '^ All 
** that is moft delightful to woman," fhe replied^ 
^^ all the luxury, which tlie vanity of my fox 
*' enjoys in tormenting your's: Oh Leander! 
** what charming projects of revenge had I con- 
^* trived to punifb your pretended indifterence, 
•* and' depend' upon it I would have executed 
** them to the utnioft rigour of the law of rcta- 
*' liation, had you not in one moment difarmed 
*' me of my malice by a fair confeffion of yoQr 
^^ love. Believe me, Lcander, I never was & 
*' coquette but in fclf-de fence ; fincerity is mf 
" natural chara<Sler ; but how (hould a woma^ 
** of any attractions be fafe in fuch a charader, 
-** when the whole circle of fafhion abounds with 
** artificial cox<;(3>mbs, pretenders to fentimeht 

" and 
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« and profeffors of feduaion? When the whdtf 
^ world is in arms againft innocence^ what iff 
*' to become of the naked children of nature, if 
" experience does not teach them the art of de- 
'' fence ? If I have employed this art more par- 
** ticularly againft you than others, why have I 
^ fo done, but becaufe I had more to apprehend 
** from your infincerity than any other perfoh's,- 
** and proportioned my defences to my danger ? 
^ Between you and me, Leander, it has beeif 
*^ more a conteft of cunning than ah affair of 
•* honour, andif you will call your own conduA 
** into fair review, truft me you will find Kttld 
** reafon to complain of mine. Naturally dif-i 
** pofed to favour your attentions more than any 
** other man's, it particuiarly behoved me t6 
** guard myfelf againft propenfities at once (6 
** pleafing and fo fufpidous. Let diis fuffice irt 
" juftificatioti of what is paft ; it now remain^ 
** that I fhould explain to you- the fyftem I have 
** laid down for the time to come : If ever I 
«* afTume the character of a wife, I devote myfelf 
*' to all it's duties ; I bid farewell at once to all 
^ the vanities, the pctulancies, the Coquetries 
« of what is falfely called a life of plcafiire ; the 
** whole fyftem muft undergo a revolution and 
*^ be adminiftered upon other principles and to 

" other 
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«* other purpofes : I know the world too well to 
*' commit myfelf to it, when- 1 have more thaa 
** my own confciencfe to account to, when I have 
^ not only truths bat.thefimilitudcs of truths to 
^'^ ftudy; fufpicions, jealoufies, appearances to 
** provide againft ; when I am no longer fingly 
*< refponfible on the fcore of error, but of example 
** alfo: It is not therefore in the public difplay 
*' of an affluent fortune, in drefs, equipage, cn- 
^' tcrtainments, nor ev«n in the fame of fplendid 
*' charities my pleafures will be found 5 they will- 
*^ center in domeftic occupations ; in cultivating 
^* nature and the fons of nature, in benefiting the 
^^ tenants and labourers of the foil that fupplies us 
** with the means of being ufeful ; in living hap-^ 
'' pily with my neighbours, in availing myfelf of 
•* thofe numberlefs opportunities, which a refi* 
** dence in the country aflPords of relieving the un- 
** told diftrefles of thofe, who fufFer in fecret, and 
" are too humble or perhaps too proud to aflc'*—* 
Here the enraptured Leander could no longer 
kdep filence, but breaking forth into tranfports 
of love and admiration, gave a turn to the con- 
Terfation, which it is no otherwife interefting to 
relate than as it proved the prelude to an union 
which fpeedily took place and has made Leander 
and Adelifa the fondeft and the worthieft couple 
in England. 
Vol. V. X Frpnt 
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From Adelifa's example I wpuld willifigly 
eftablUh this conclufion, tbat the char^^rs of 
young unmarried women, who are obje^ of 
admiration, are not to be decided upon by the' 
appearancesy which fiiey are oftentimes tempted" 
to a£ume upon the plea of felf- defence : I would* 
not be undcrilood by this to reconmiehd difguile' 
in any fhape, or to juflify thofe who refort to arti-^ 
fice upon the pretended ixcceffity of the meafure j* 
but I am thoroughly difpofed to believe that the 
triflings and diflemblings of the young and feir 
dp not ib often flow from the real levity of dieir 
natures, as they are thought to do : Thofe in 
particular, whofe fituation throws them into the 
vortex of the falhiony have much that might be 
fsLid in palliation of appearances. Many co- 
quettes belides Adelifa have become admirable 
wives and mothers, and how very many more 
might have approved themfelves fuch, had thejf 
MJcn into the hands of men of worth and good 
fenfc, is a conjedure, which leads to the moft 
melancholy reflexions. There is fo little bono- 
raUe love in the men of high life before mar* 
riage, and. Ho much infidelity after it, that the 
hufband is almoft in every inftance the cor-« 
rupter of bis wife. A woman (as (be is called) 
of the world is in many people's notions a pro- 

fcribed 
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fcribed animal $ a filfy idea prevails that ihe is 
to lead a buiband into certain Tuin and difgrace : 
Parents in general feem agreed in exertiiig all 
thar influence and authority for keeping her out 
of their fjwnilies 5 in place of whom they fre- 
quently obtrude upon their fons fome raw and 
inexperienced thing, whom they figAirc to them- 
felves as a creature of perfeft innocence and 
fimplicity, a wife who may be modelled to the 
wifhes of her hufband, whofe manners are un- 
tainted by the vices of the age, and on whofe 
purity, fidelity and afFe£lion he may rcpofc his . 
happinefs for the reft of his days. Alas ! how 
grofsly they misjudge their own true interefts in 
the cafe : How dangerous is the fituation of thefc 
children of the nurfcry at their firft introdudlion 
into the world ! Thofe only who are unacquaint- 
ed \lrith the deceitfulnefs of pleafure can be 
thoroughly intoxicated by it ; it is the novelty 
which makes the danger ; and furely it requires 
infinitely more judgment, ftrongcr refolutions and 
clofer attentions to fteer the condu6t of a young 
wife without experience, than would fervc to 
detach the woman of the world from frivolities 
fhe is furfeited \yith, and by fixing her to your 
interefts conv^t what you have thought a diffi- 
pated character into a domeftic one. 

Xz The 
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' The fame remark applies to young men of 
private educadon : you keep tbcm in ahfplute 
fubjedion till they marry, and then in a moment 
make them their own mafters ; from mere in- 
fancy you expeft them to ftcp at once into per- 
fe6l manhood : • The motives for the experiment 
may be virtuous, but the effc<2s of it will be 
fetal. 



I am now approaching to the concluGon of 
this my fifth volume, and according to my pre- 
fent purpofe (hall difmifs the Obfervers from any 
further duty : The reader and I are here to part, 
A few words therefore on fuch an occafion I 
may be permitted to fubjoin ; I have done my 
beft to merit his proteftion, and as I have been 
favorably heard whilft yet talking with him, I 
hope I fhall not be unkindly remembered when 
I can fpeak no more : I have paffed a life of 
many labours, and now being near it's end have 
little to boaft but of an inherent good-will to- 
wards mankind, which difappointments, injuries 
and age itfelf have not been able to dimini/h. 
It has been the chief aim of all^my attempts to 
reconcile and endear man to man : I love my 
§ country 
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country and contemporaries to a degree of en* 
thufiaftn that I am not fure is perfectly defenfi- 
ble; though to do them juftice, each in their 
turns have taken fome pains to cure me of my 
partiality. It is however one of thofe ftubborn 
habits, which people are apt to excufe in them- 
fclves by calling it 2ifecond nature. There is a ' 
certain amiable lady in the world, in whofe inte- 
refls I have the tendereft concern and whofe 
virtue^ I contemplate with paternal pride; to 
her I have always wiftied to dedicate thefe vo- 
lumes ; but when I coijfider that fuch a tribute 
cannot add an atom to her reputation, and that 
no form of words, which I can invent for the oc- 
cafion, would do juftice to what paffes in my 
heart, I drop the undertaking and am filent. 
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: tion; with Obfervations on Religious and 
Metaphyfical Subjeits, 8vo. 7s. 

Dinarbas j a Tale : being a Continuation of Raf^ 
felas, Prince X)fAbyflinia, i2mo. 35;. 6d, 

Hiftoric Tales, a Novel, i2mo. 3s. 

Hift. Ch. XU. Roi de Suede, i2mo. 3s. 

JefFerfon's Notes on the State of Virginia, 8vo, 
Uluftrated with a large Map of that Country, 
8s. 

Johnfon's Body of the Englifh Poets, with Prc-» 
faces, Biographical aijd Critical ; and a com^ 
plete Index to the whole, 75 vols, 13!. 13s. 
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